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"Expect a Miracle"

If my theology is correct, then God is not now performing miracles. By miracles I do not mean coincidences or unusual events; I mean real miracles: halting the rotation of the Earth (Jsh 10: 12-14), suspending gravity (Mt 14:25ff), reattaching limbs (Lk 22:50-51), etc. But if these things do not actually happen, why do so many people think they do? What are they seeing instead of real miracles?

Humans have a strong capacity to filter reality through their expectations. That is, we often see what we expect to see, or we interpret events according to our preconceptions. We do this in all areas, not just in religion. 

If you watch a televised healing service you will see a carefully orchestrated climate of expectation develop. The audience is told to "expect a miracle" and perhaps even scolded over any lingering doubt. Music, a powerful creator of anticipation, heightens the excitement and suspense. 

Then the parade begins. People are brought onto the stage claiming all sorts of miraculous forces moving within their bodies. The "faith healer" asks leading questions which the "patient" can only answer one way if he or she is to avoid humiliation in front of thousands of people. (Note how we even conform to the expectations of others so as to blend in.) 

Then add emotional hysteria – weeping and wailing, people in a catatonic swoon, the shouting, swaying crowd – and people will "see" what they have been primed to see.

But this same phenomenon occurs in less spectacular applications. When it comes to understanding the Scriptures, people often see or fail to see what they have been told about a given passage. 

The only way Mk 16:16 can be misunderstood regarding baptism is if someone filters it through the preconception that baptism cannot possibly be linked one’s salvation. The only way 1 Tim 2:11-15 can be harmonized with female preachers is if one has predetermined that women may serve without restriction in the Lord’s church. Clearing our minds of conditioned expectations is difficult but necessary for insuring intellectual honesty.  
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