Answering Questions Regarding Old and New Covenants
I. The Old Covenant ended at the Cross with the death of Jesus

A. Romans 7:1-7 – Christ’s death ended the Jews’ obligation to their previous “husband”.

B. Ephesians 2:14-16 – Christ’s death at the cross “abolished … the law of commandments contained in ordinances”.

C. Colossians 2:13-23 – Christ’s death ended one’s obligation to keep the ordinances of the Old Law, which was nailed to the cross.

D. Galatians 3:19-25 – The Old Law was intended to bring us to Christ.  Now, we are no longer under it.

E. Hebrews 7:11-15 – Jesus’ priesthood was a change to the Old Law, which necessitated its entire removal.

F. Romans 10:4-5 – Christ was the “end of the law” (reference to Leviticus 18:5).

G. Romans 8:4-5 – Jesus “fulfilled the law” (see as answer to Matthew 5:17-19).

II. Jesus’ death on the cross initiated the New Covenant.

A. Hebrews 9:11-20
1. A testament requires death of testator, who was Jesus for New Testament.

a) “Testament” not “testimony”, as Mormons would use it.

2. He is mediator of the New Covenant by His death.

3. Covenants cannot be ratified without shedding of blood.

III. The Old Covenant was imperfect and needed replacing.

A. Hebrews 10:1 – The Old Covenant could not take away sins.

B. Hebrews 10:11-14 – But, Christ perfected the saints by His death.

C. Deuteronomy 18:15-19; Jeremiah 31:31-34 – Even the Old Covenant foretold its replacement (see also, John 1:17; Acts 3:22-26).
IV. God has now speaks to us through Jesus.

A. Hebrews 1:1-2 - In contrast to various people in the past.

B. Matthew 17:1-6 – Do not hear Moses or Elijah (Law and Prophets).  Hear Jesus!

V. The Old Covenant still provides teaching – just not authority.

A. I Corinthians 10:6, 11-12 – We are to consider their examples.

B. Romans 14:4-5 – They were written for our admonition.

C. Consider Noah.  It is a lesson in judgment and obedience, but we are not to build an ark!

D. Consider the lesson and power of fulfilled prophecies (Acts 18:27-28; II Peter 1:16-21).

VI. The Old Law is a “Package Deal”, or “seamless garment.

A. Galatians 5:3-4 – Keeping circumcision as a requirement makes one “debtor to keep the whole law” and renders grace in Christ as void to us.
B. James 2:10-11 – If you fail in one point of the law, you are guilty of it all.

C. Galatians 2:15-17 – One cannot annul or change a covenant once ratified.

VII. Reconciling Naming Convention:

A. Galatians 4:21-31 – There are two covenants.

B. Law is synonymous with covenant:

1. Deuteronomy 29:21; 31:9
2. II Kings 17:13-15; Exodus 20:1-5
3. Psalm 78:10
C. Luke 2:21-27 – Law of “the Lord” is synonymous with the law “of Moses”.

D. We are under a New Law today – Romans 3:27; I Corinthians 9:19-21; Isaiah 42:1-6; James 2:8-12
VIII. OT Jews were permitted to keep customs of Old Law after Jesus’ death and until Jerusalem was destroyed – Acts 21:17-26; Galatians 2:1-5; Acts 16:1-3; I Corinthians 7:18-24; 9:19-20
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