PSALMS                                                                                          Lesson 9

Psalm 73

Introduction


Perspective is everything.  How one reacts to a given situation depends on his perspective of that situation.  This kind of idea is brought out in the 73rd Psalm.  Asaph, the author of this psalm, explores two differing perspectives of life.  A comparison can be made between this psalm and the book of Ecclesiastes.  Asaph first tries to look at life from a worldly viewpoint, without taking God into consideration.  Then he is able to open his eyes and see the whole picture, and see that God is truly in control of everything.  

Asaph’s State…
I.
Starts with a conclusion:  “Surely God is good to Israel, to such as are pure in heart”

II.
Asaph had nearly stumbled because he:


A.
Was envious of the boastful


B.
Saw the prosperity of the wicked


C.
Saw a lack of trouble in the life of the wicked


D.
Saw that the wicked were arrogant towards both God and man.

III.
Asaph felt as if there was no benefit to having obeyed God.


A.
Did not have the same riches and blessings as the wicked


B.
He was persecuted by the wicked


C.
Did not want to be untrue to God’s people

The Solution…

I.
Could not be understood from a worldly viewpoint.


A.
Compare with Ecclesiastes

II.
The answer became clear when Asaph viewed it from the right perspective


A.
He went to the sanctuary of God


B. 
Another Example of this:  Hezekiah in 2Kings 19:8-19

III.
After this, Asaph became confident that God was in control.


A.
“Then I understood their end…”

The Truth of the Matter…

I.
God will punish the wicked

A.
He sets them in slippery places (Remember:  Asaph had almost slipped  Vs. 2)

B.
Their destruction would be swift and complete

Asaph’s New Perspective…

I.
Distraught that he allowed his faith in God to waiver.


A.
Considered his own foolishness, and ignorance to think of rejecting God

II.
Renewed confidence in God


A. 
He was continually with God


B.
God held him by his right hand


C.
Would follow God’s word


D.
Faith that God would receive him to Glory

Strength and Power of God…

I.
Provides personal strength


A.
Asaph calls upon God for all his strength

B.
He has no one on earth or in heaven that he could put trust in other than God.

II.
Ultimate power


A.
God would ultimately destroy all that is evil

B.
Specifically mentioned that he would destroy all those who turned from him to harlotry.

Conclusion…


Throughout this psalm, Asaph wisely discovers that he must draw near to God.  If he is to reap the everlasting blessings of an all powerful God, he must turn his back on the wicked.  From an earthly perspective the plight of the wicked was enticing, but once God was brought into the picture, there was nothing appealing about being wicked.  The comparison has been made between this psalm and the book of Ecclesiastes.  It is fitting to consider the conclusion of that book., Ecclesiastes 12:13-14:

13
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man's all.

14
For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil.

Questions…

1.  Discuss what may be meant by going into the sanctuary of God.

2.  What, if any, is the significance of Asaph being held by his right hand?

3.  Discuss any comparisons that you could find between Ecclesiastes and Psalm 73.

4.  What does it mean to draw near to God?

