PSALMS                                                                                         Lesson 12

Psalm 104

Additional Text:


Genesis 1

Introduction


As we have discussed many times before, the psalms have a way of giving us more insight into a time or event than the mere historical account of the same time or event given elsewhere in the Bible.  In this psalm, we see a poetic picture of the creation, and the power of God as he maintains his creation.

Praise

I.
Typical layout…begins, and ends with praise to God.

A.
First praises God for his greatness, then tells why God is great, then praises him again.

Creation

I.
Poetic rendition of the creation is found in verses 2-9


A.
Heavens laid out (vs. 2)


B.
Immovable foundations of the Earth laid in the water (vs. 3-5)


C.
Separation of land and water (vs. 6-8)


D.
Set boundaries that would not be crossed (vs. 9)

God Cares For His Creation

I.
Provides water for the plants and animals

A.
Springs from the hills to the valleys provide water for animals and birds. (vs. 10-12)


B.
“He waters the hills from his upper chamber” (vs. 13)

II.
Provides food for the creation.


A.
Causes grass to grow for man and animals. (vs. 14)


B.
Provides all that man needs to sustain himself.  (vs. 14-15)

III.
Provides a place for all his creation.


A.
Trees for the birds.  (vs. 16-17)


B.
High hills for the wild Goats.  (vs. 18)


C.
Cliffs for the rock badgers.   (vs. 18)

God Controls His Creation

I.
Controls Seasons


A.
Moon controls the seasons.  (vs. 19)

II.
Controls light and dark


A.
“You make darkness…”  (vs. 20)


B.
Controls the rising and setting of the sun. (vs. 19)


C.
Controls what happens in the night and in the day. (vs. 20-23)

III.
All powerful control


A.
All wait for food from him.  (vs. 27-28)


B.
Has the power to withhold the things that are needed.  (vs. 29)


C.
Has the power to even withhold life-giving breath.  (vs. 29)


D.
Has the power to create.  (vs. 30)

Conclusion


This psalm can boost the faith of the believer tremendously.  From it we can see that God did not simply “start the ball rolling”  and then sit back and watch.  He still has a very active role in what happens naturally today.  He sustains everything that he created, and when he decides to stop, it will be the end of his creation.

Questions

1.  Compare this account of the creation with the Genesis Account.

2.  In neither account does the author make argument for the creation, only that it happened.  Discuss the importance of this, especially in light of the modern day theory of General Evolution.

3.  Discuss what is meant by “The earth is full of your possessions” in verse 24.  

