PSALMS                                                                                          Lesson 7

Psalm 115

Introduction


Throughout the history of the Old Testament, God’s people were faced with idolatry.  Though they were shown the true power of their God, they were continually drawn toward the appealing nature of idol worship.  This psalm shows why it is so foolish to worship inanimate idols instead of the true God.  

Man or God?

I.
The psalmist begins with an expression of the superiority of God over man.


A.
Because of his mercy


B. 
Because of his truth

II.
The Gentiles (idol worshippers) questioned God’s existence because they could not see him. 

God or Idols?

I.
God is not of the earth, but of heaven, and does whatever he pleases (vs. 3).

II.
Though the idols had physical characteristics that could be seen, they had no power.


A.
Had mouths, but could not talk


B.
Had eyes, but could not see


C.
Had ears, but could not hear


D.
Had noses, but could not smell


E.
Had hands, but could not handle


F.
Had feet, but could not walk

III.
The idols were fashioned after those who had made them.

A.  
They could not envision anything greater than themselves, even though they tried to attribute greater powers to them.

B.
Everyone who trusts in them has the same plight.

IV.
The true God is the only one to be trusted—and he exhibits the characteristics that prove he is there, not just an inanimate idol.


A.
He will help and protect.


B.
He is to be feared and trusted (vs. 11).


C.
He is mindful of those who fear him.


D.
He blesses those who trust in him.

Power of God!

I.
This psalm ends as so many others, pointing out the power of God.


A.
Power to bless those who trust in him


B.
Power to create the heavens and the earth


C.
Power to maintain the heavens and the earth

Praise the Lord!

I.
God is worthy of praise


A.
Praise God forever more.


B.
When man is dead, it is too late to try to start worshipping God.


C.
Must worship him from now on!

Conclusion


This psalm discusses the differences in the nature of the idols and the nature of the true and living God.  The idols could be seen and touched.  The true God could neither be seen nor touched.  This sometimes presented a problem even to the children of Israel.  But, as this psalm points out, it is more important to be able to see what God can do for you than to be able to physically see God.  So, no matter how exquisite the idols were made to look, God was far superior because of the great things that he did for his people!

Questions

1.  Discuss how the Gentiles’ view of God in verse 2 is similar to the atheists’ view of God today.

2.  Is idolatry a problem in the United States today?  or the World?

3.  What kinds of things may easily take the place of idols?

4.  Verse 12 says that God will bless those who fear him.  How does this fit in with the “God is only love” doctrines that are so popular today?

