2. Define apocalyptic literature? Why encrypt the messaggibals if
intent is to reveal? What are the best sources for decitgingage it}
Revelation?

T Revelation @pokalupsi3 — uncovering, disclosure

T Apocalyptic — Highly symbolic, dramatic, fantastic

Tt Precedent for simultaneously revealing truth and obscuriegeihy
hardening heartd{atthew 13:10-17; 11:15-25; 2 Thess. 2:9-12

Tt Cipher Key Zechariah & Daniel 7-12 Parts oEzekiel, Isaiah, &
Joel. Matthew 24.

T Makes260to 400 allusions No directquotations Only adaptationg!

Lesson 1 - Introduction

1. Is this a book to be interprettigrally? How do you know? 3. What are the two most common date ranges advocated foriting
The Revelation of Jesus Chrisivhich God gave Him to show His servants — thihgs of Revelation? What is the fundamental reason for accegicig?
which must shortly take place. And He sentsigdifiedit by His angel to His t Early Date (AD 54-69)

servant John, who bore witness to the word of @ad,to the testimony of Jesus
Christ, toall things that he saw Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the
words of this prophegyand keep those things which are written in it;tfee time is
near.(Revelation 1:1-3

T “signs”, “visions”, “prophecy” —1:3; 9:17; 10:11; 12:1, 3; 15:1;
22:6-10

T “saw”, “heard”, “in the Spirit”, “come up”—1:2, 10; 4:1-2

« Internal Evidence— Required to fit Destruction of Jerusalem & Judaism
« External Evidence— Well-documented persecutions of Nero.
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T 666— Numerical value of Hebrew Letters for Greek, “Nerore&a”
(Revelation 13:18.

1 Horns — Counting Julius Caesar as first emperor, Nerd'il&:9-11),

T Direct References- Jewish persecution is mention@dd; 3:9).

T Pre-Destruction— Temple is mentioned, so it would still be standipg
(11:1-19.

T OT Prophecy— Jerusalem had long history of killing saiatsl
prophets(11:8; 16:5,6; 17:6; 18:20-2}

+

Nero (54-68) — scape-goat for burning Rome
Domitian (81-96) — first empire wide, more political than religious
Trajan (98-117)

Marcus Aurelius (161-180)

Commodus (180-192)

Septimius Severus (193-211)

Caracalla (211-217)

Maximinus | (235-238)

. Decius (249-251) — very severe and widespread
10. Valerian (253-260) — very severe and widespread
11. Diocletian (284-313) — most severe of all

3. What are the two most common date ranges advocated foritimg
of Revelation? What is the fundamental reason for accegicly?
1 Early Date (AD 54-69)
» Internal Evidence— Required to fit Destruction of Jerusalem & Judaism
» External Evidence— Well-documented persecutions of Nero.
1 Late Date (AD 95-97)
 Internal Evidence— Fits emperor worship & more broad persecution.

« External Evidence— Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Viatas,
and Eusebius. Well-documented persecutions of Bamg later emperors.

© oF NER ORI GENE
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T Earliest Dating — Irenaeus (AD 120-202), Clement of Alexandria,
Tertullian, Victorinus, and Eusebius.

T Emperor Worship — Domitian was first to demand it across the
empire. Asia Minor suffered the worst, earliest.

T Global Persecution— Nero’s persecution was limited to Rome.
Domitian was first to persecute Christians across therempi

T Global Harlot — Description of harlot matches influence, power, gnd
geography of Rome much better than Jerusalem.

T Church Decay— Regression of Ephesian church suggests more §me
passed than just couple of years since positive epistlesHfanin

1T Counter — Ezekiel (40) saw the temple in vision after destruc
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T Wealthy, but empire grew mostly by conquest and slavery.

T Huge portion of population was slaves, later German inanigr
T Sexual immorality & lust knew no bounds.

Tt Leadership exemplified unbridled excess & madness.

T Children were neglected & abused at early ages.

/0

5. Name and define the 5 most common views forpmnéting the entire book of
Revelation?

T Categorized by time period of primary application:

A. Futurist — Literal. Always Premillennial. Typically Dispengaial.

B. Preterist— Fulfilled in past. Often associated with Preteristv of NT 2Tm.2:18).
« Full Preterist — Orthodox or Hyper. May doubt inspiration or apption.
« Partial Preterist — May overlapHistorical Background.

C. Continuous Historical — Ongoing record of history from early church to
Reformation movement.

applies. Represents underlying mechanics of altisgl conflicts.
E. Historical Background — Primarily fulfilled in the past (likéreterist), but

D. Idealist (Philosophy of History, Spiritual, Symbdical) — Never applies but alway

|__emphasizes ongoing applicability (lildealist)

,1 2%

6. What prominent themes appear throughout Revelation?

T Sovereignty of God- War, Overcome, Victory{aniel 4:17).

T Righteousness of God- Just in avenging saints upon persecutors|
God wants us to understand He is jlilfrews 8:10-11; Romans
3:3-5, 24-26. Common themeHccles. 3:16-17; 4:1; Psalm 33

T Worthiness of the Lamb— Jesus alone is worthy to redeem, save
people, execute justice, lead God’s army, judge, and proviate lig

T Love of God— Cares for His people. Punishes incrementally,
providing ample opportunity to repent.

T Faithful unto Death — Requires commitment, obedience, faithfuln|

His

T Does God see? Does He know? Does He care? Whatdeifty'

/0 , *

4. Name and define the 3 most common vie
for interpreting the millennium of chapter
20?

T Named, categorized according to Jesus
returnrelativeto millennium.

A. Premillennial — Jesus returnseforeliteral
1000 year reign. May be dispensational.

B. Postmillennial — Jesus returrester literal
1000 year reignjtopia.

C. Amillennial — 1000 year reign isymbolig
long, indefinite time.

Comparison of Christian millennial teachings

1. Postnbulational Premiienniaism

pm———

3 Postmienniaiism

3*4

7. How are numbers generally used to communicate in this book?

T Symbolic, not literal. Maybe multiplied for emphasis, ntimgy

Tt 1 - Unity or UniquenessRevelation 17:13.

Tt 2 - Reinforcement or ConfidencEdclesiastes 4:9-11; Luke 10:11;
Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15; 2 Corinthians 13:1L

Tt 3-—Deity, Divinity, the Godhead — Repetition for super emphasis
(Isaiah 6:3; Revelation 4:8.

t 3% - Broken or Interrupted, Divine intervention

t 4-The Whole WorldIgaiah 11:12; Jeremiah 49:36; Ezekiel 37:9;
Daniel 7:2; 11:4; Zechariah 2:6; Matthew 24:3; 13:27; Rev. 7)1
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7. How are numbers generally used to communicate in this book? 1) Maintain original applicability.

T 5—Partial, Broken, or Interrupteld. (Matthew 25:2). 2) Don't lose sight of the forest for the trees.

T 6— Man, Failure, Disapproval, Failure — falling shorZdiGenesis 3) Daniel, Zechariah, Ezekiel and other apocalyptic books came firs{.
1:27-31; Revelation 4:8; 13:8 4) Interpret difficult passages in light of clearer.

T 7 - Divine Consummation, Extent or Measurement of God, Work|or 5) Some question about specific details, but general messelgaris
Capacity of GodGenesis 2:1-3 Occurs 54 times in Revelation.

T 10— Completion, Perfection, Power — Maybe based on 10 finger$?

T 12— God’s people in any one place or dispensation (based on 13
tribes, 12 apostles).

T Combinations: 1006=10x10x10; 144,006-12x12x10x10x10

S

. What is the overall message of the book?
Worthy is the Lamb!
Overcoming with the Lamb
More than Conquerorkpmans 8:18-39
Visions of Victory
Jesus has already won. Will you win with Him?

—-+ + —+ + —+ ®
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I.  Introduction — Christ among the Lampstaniis3|

Il. Revealing God's Plan for Judgme#dt®)

I1l. Warning through Partial Judgmerg-(1)

IV. Flashback: Original source of conflict and aged®-14)

V. Executing Final, Earthly Judgmerit5-16

VI. Doom of Harlot, Beasts and Dragon — Victory of Ch¢ist-20:9
VII.Eternal Judgment & Reward — Conclusion & Invitati®0{10-29

Lesson 2 — Christ among the
Lampstands #1
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3. How was the Revelation communicated to John? How does thig
impact the various views for interpreting Revelation?
TheRevelation of Jesus Christvhich God gave Him to show His
servants — things which must shortly take place. Aadent and
signified it by His angeto His servant John, who bore witness to the
word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that
saw. Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of thi

prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the §meli

near.(Revelation 1:1-3
T Always used by John with figurative speedbhn 12:32-33; 18:31-
32; 21:18-19. See alsoActs 11:28; 25:27

1 _Eliminates Futurist position which assumes it is literal.

84 9 8:*9;

1. Grammatically, théRevelation of Jesus Christtould refer to a
messag@boutJesus or a messafyem Jesus. From the context, ¢
you tell which meaning is intended? If so, what are the iradios?

TheRevelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to shidis

servants -things which must shortly take placé&ndHe sent and

signified it by His angeto His servant Johr(Revelation 1:1)

T Context lends itself to chain of revelation, therefér@n” Jesus.

T However, both Jesus and the Father are central figureshoaoke

T Revelation’s depiction of Jesus is unique, far surpassingiime f
shown in the gospels and OWdrk 9:1-6; Philippians 2:6-11).

| T Better understanding frue nature of Jesus will prove inspiri

4. How is Jesus described in the greeting? How would thisipscr
help first-century Christians suffering persecution?

Jesus Christ,
the faithful witness,

« Savior of Prophesy — fulfilled promises
the firstborn from the dead, .

He Himself was faithful unto death
Conquered death and resurrected
Power over all earthly empires

Being who cares — not callous

Saved us by sacrificing His own life.
Shows extent of love and commitment.
Rewarded us with authority and a heaver
task to help save others.

Truly worthy of praise

Provides hope, courage, and confidencell

the ruler over the kings of the earth.

Him who loved us

and washed us from our sins in His own

blood,

« and has made us kings and priests to His «
God and Father,

« to Him be glory and dominion forever and «

ever.(Revelation 1:5- .

<
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2. What general time frame was provided for the fulfillmefthe
visions recorded in Revelation? How does this impact theusa
views for interpreting Revelation?

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His
servants -things which must shortly take placénd He sent and
signified it by His angel to His servant John, who bore witness to th
word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that
saw. Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of thi
prophecy, and keep those things which are written fioitthe time is

near. (Revelation 1:1-3

T Eliminate Futurist, which makes application 2000+ years later.

T Eliminate Idealist — never makes any more application —arefar.

=D
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Behold,He is coming with cloudsand every eye will see Him, even t
who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because
Him. Even so, AmefRevelation 1:7)

5. Does Jesus’ coming — as recorded in verse 7 — necességilya His
return at the end of the world? Why or why not? If not, hatvother
events could it apply? Please investigate the phithgeday of the
Lord”, as used throughout the Bible.

T “coming with clouds”and“the day of the Lord"areambiguous
terms, which can mean any day of decisive judgment and salvat

hey
of
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T Egypt (saiah 19:1; 46:1-13; Ezekiel 30:3; 32)7

T Babylon (saiah 13:1-19

1t Edom QObadiah 1:1-15

T Israel Amos 5:1, 15-2F

T Judah Ezekiel 34:12; Joel 1:15; 2:11

T JerusalemZephaniah 1:1-16; Matthew 24:29-30; Mark 13:24-2p

T Establishment of the Church, Messianic Kingddwe( 2:31-32;
3:14; Malachi 4:1-6; Acts 2:16-2})

Tt End of the WorldActs 1:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-2; 2 Peter 3:1p

*<

Behold, He izoming with cloudsandevery eye will see Hipgven they who
pierced Him Andall the tribes of the earth will mourtbecause of Him. Even so
Amen.(Revelation 1:7)
Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, thetodies should not remain on
cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a hégf),dheJews asked Pilatthat their
legs might be broken, and that they might be talwsy. Then the soldiers camand
broke the legs of the first and of the other whe wrucified with Him. ... Buine of
the soldiers pierced His side with a spear For thesehings were done that the
Scripture should be fulfilled “Not one of His bones shall be broken.” And agai
another Scripture says,They shall look on Him whom they piercé€d(Jn. 19:31-3%
T Language used to apply to Jerusalem’s rejectialesiis and Messianic
kingdom and their destruction diguratively transferred to Rome, those whd

actually crucified Jesus. This would be a secanithicd fulfillment of Zec.

4 *
Behold, He izoming with cloudsandevery eye will see Hineven_they
who pierced Him Andall the tribes of the earth will mourfecause of]
Him. Even so, AmefRevelation 1:7)

“And | will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of
Jerusalem th&pirit of grace and supplicationthenthey will look on
Me whom they piercedYesthey will mourn for Himas one mourns fqg
his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstbmrthat
daythere shall bex great mourningin Jerusalem ..In that daya
fountain shall be openedbr the house of David and for the inhabitan
of Jerusalemfor sin and for uncleannes$ (Zechariah 12:10-13:)

T Refers to day of Pentecost, establishment of church -dglpeessed.

=
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Behold, He izoming with cloudsandevery eye will see Hineven they who
pierced Him Andall the tribes of the earth will mourmecause of Him. Even so
Amen.(Revelation 1:7)

“Immediately after the tribulation of those day® thun will be darkened, and thg
moon will not give its light; the stars will falidm heaven, and the powers of thg
heavens will be shaken. Thigre sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven
and thenall the tribes of the earth will mourpandthey will see the Son of Man
coming on the clouds of heaven with power and grgéiry.” (Matt. 24:29-30)
But He kept silent and answered nothing. Agairhilgé priest asked Him, saying
to Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Ble§Sedesus said, “I am. Angou
will see the Son of Masitting at the right hand of the Power, acoiming with theg
clouds of heaveri (Mark 14:61-62)

T Refers to the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70eady passed.

@ +* +

6. Where was John when he received these visions? Why waséfe
I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and
kingdom and patience of Jesus Chrgas on the island that is called
Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ
(Revelation 1:9

T Exiled to the island of Patmos.

T Irenaeus said he was working in the mines.

T Persecuted as a result of his preachiigtihew 5:10-12).

the
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7. Premillennialists believe that Revelation foretells gfeat tribulatio
that proceeds the future millennial reign of Christ on edtibw does
John'’s condition refute that?

I, John,both your brother and companion in the tribulation and

kingdomand patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is callpd

Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.
(Revelation 1:9

T John was already “the tribulation”.

T The tribulationcannotbefuture, since it wagpresentor John.

2

“The mystery of the seven stavghich you saw in My right hand, and

the seven golden lampstandBheseven stars are the angels of the

seven churchesand theseven lampstands which you saw are the s¢

churches To the angel of the churclof Ephesusvrite ...” (Rev 1:20ff)

10. If you did not have a preconceived definition“fmgels”, how
would you define théangels of the churchesbased on the usage
the term in verse 20 and the repeated address throughout chap
and 3?

Tt Natural stars provide light, direction.

T They often represent leaders of influence, people of signife

* *

8. How is Jesus described in verses 10-16? What might theds det:
represent about Jesus?

« the Alpha and Omega, the First and Last
« in the midst of the seven lampstands  Oversight, knowledge, administration of church
« One like the Son of Man « King of Prophecy Daniel 7:9-1§
« Clothed with a garment down to the feet and girdedRoyalty and holiness
about the chest with a golden band.
« His head and hair were white like wool, as white asAncient of days, eternityDaniel 7:9
snow
« His eyes like a flame of fire
« His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a
furnace

« Eternity and sovereignty

« Penetrating sight, omniscience

« Power to tread kingdoms; possible proven
worthiness

« His voice as the sound of many waters; * Sheer power

< He had in His right hand seven stars « Control, authority over the churches

« Out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword « Power to convict, judgel¢el 3:12-14; Heb. 4:1p

« His countenance was like the sun shining inits « Glory, power, holiness
strength(Revelation 1:11-16

=.
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“The mystery of the seven stavghich you saw in My right hand, and

the seven golden lampstandBheseven stars are the angels of the

seven churchesand theseven lampstands which you saw are the s¢

churches To the angel of the churclof Ephesusvrite ..." (Rev 1:20ff)

T Angels are servants of God who serve God'’s people, domwiti
often proclaiming His will ideb. 1:7, 14; 2:2; Acts 27:3; Gal. 3:1p

Tt The“stars of the churchesand the'angel of the churches”
representhe most influential leaderpillars” of the church, those
best equipped to receive the message written, proclaindig@act
reform — such as elders and evangeli&slétians 2:9; Luke 12:48;
1 Peter 5:1-4; Ezekiel 34:1-10; Titus 1.6

/

9. How did Jesus describe Himself to John? How was this supfms
affect John? Why would it have been encouraging to first gentu
saints?

And when | saw Him, | fell at His feet as dead. But He laidrigig

hand on me, saying to meDb not be afraid | amthe Firstandthe

Last |1am He who livesandwas deadand behold| am alive

forevermore Amen. And have the keys of Hades and of Deativrite

the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the

which will take place after this.(Revelation 1:17-20

T Not asking us to do what He has not suffered.

T Not just beaten death, buisteredt! ... Great confidence, comfort

1%
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Lesson 3 — Christ among the
Lampstands #2
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T “Seven Churches™ Symbolic, represents churches everywhere g

whole (because ¢7” and omits Colossae, Hierapolis, and Troas).

THRACE

BITHYNIA
' PONTUS

CAPPADOCIA
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T “Seven Churches> Symbolic, represents churches everywhere g

whole (because d7” and omits Colossae, Hierapolis, and Troas).

T Common outline (Harkrider):
Salutation
Christ’s self-designation
Commendation
Complaint
Counsel: warning and exhortation
Promises of reward to those who overcome
7. Closing invitation to hear
T Self-designations form same, composite view of Chashfch. 1.

T Historical background dramatically helps appreciation tériet

(SRS TR o
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1. What positive virtues does Jesus acknowledge and commend in
Ephesian church? What lessons can we learn from what they di
right?

“I know your *works your ?labor, your 3patience and thatyou “cannot

bear those who are eviAndyou have'tested those who say they are

apostles and areot, andhave found them liarsandyou have

Spersevered and havipatience andhave®labored for My name’s sake

and have’not become weary (Revelation 2:2-3

T Diligent doing good for Jesus — not growing wedbgpl( 6:9-10).

T Diligent in testing and exposing false teach&rdn(. 4:1; 2 Jn. 9-11;
Rom. 16:17-18; Titus 1:9-11; 3:10-11; 2 Cor. 10:3-5; Mat. 7:15-2

T Although Jesus will ultimate judge the nations, the wicked tfzend
Devil, He begins with correcting His own house.

For the time has come faudgment to_begin at the house of Goaind if

it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey

gospel of God?1 Peter 4:17

“...Utterly slay old and young men, maidens and little children and

women; but do not come near anyone on whom is the markiemiad at

My sanctuary” So they began with the elders who were before the

temple (Ezekiel 9:1-6

the
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2. What rebuke did Jesus provide the Ephesian chuihs this merely an attitude
motivation issue? How can you tell? What lesszarswe learn from their failure

“Nevertheless | have this against ypthatyou have left your first love Remember

therefore from where you have fallemepent and do the first worksor elsel will

come to you quickly and remove your lampstand frasplace- unless you repent.”

(Revelation 2:4-5

T They had'left their first love”. No hint previouslyEph. 1:16).

T 30 years had passed since Ephesians was writégeneration Christians?

T Danger of losinglampstand”!

T More thanjustattitude. Required: remembering, rising, repeptand‘doing the

first works”.

What works cease when love grows cold, while atitentinue?

Personal evangelism? Brotherly love? Benevolerarity?

+
+
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3. Often people complain that churches spend too much time on d
and others spend too much time emphasizing love and graced B
on Jesus’ review of the Ephesian church, what can we learis of H
expectations for us?

“But this you havethatyou hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which

also hate” (Revelation 2:6

T False dilemma- not either-or! Jesus expedtisth (Matthew 23:23)!

T Jesus expected them to continue to expose false teachers ...

T Andreestablish their first love and associated works!

ctrine
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“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, ‘These things says the F

and the Last, who was dead, and came to life: | know your works, tribulaji

and poverty (buyou are rich; and | knowthe blasphemy of those who say
they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan not fear any of
those things which you are about to suffe(Revelation 2:8-10

5. Was the church in Smyrna being persecuted by literal Jews? If not, h
would these people have been figuratively, spiritually similar todews
Symbolic of false Christians, supposed God’s pedp#. (6:16; Rom. 9:§.
Or, literal Jews, likditeral “apostles” & “Nicolaitans” (2:2, 6).

Temple to Tiberius. Center of emperor worship.

True Jews would not worship emperBsther 3:1-5. These did.

[+ &+ &+ —+ —+

These Jews happily reported Christians to R

8 : 9

6. Jesus expected them to be prepared to suffer to what extestthis)

a literal“ten days™? If not, what did it represent?
“Do not fear any of those things whiglou are_about to sufferindeed,
the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested andyou will have tribulation_ten daysBe faithful until death,
and| will give you the_crown of lifé (Revelation 2:10
T Be prepared to suffer complete, ftitfibulation” (10 days).
T Include imprisonment — possibly martyrdom, death.
T Needed to understand it was not the end, bigis’ with a reward.
T Incidentally, passing but first referencée‘tioe devil”.

4 *

4. How would Jesus’introduction and sharing His knowledge of thqg
church in Smyrna have strengthened their faith?

“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, ‘These théays the

First and the Last, who was dead, and came to:lif&know your

works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are richand| know the

blasphemy of thoseho say they are Jews and are not, dnet a

synagogue of SatanDo not fear any of those things which you are

about to suffer” (Revelation 2:8-10

T Jesus also died and was resurrected.

T Jesus knows their current suffering and future suffering.

T Jesus knows their true wealth.

T Only Jesus could sdpo not fear ...".

82 O 9

7. How would His final benediction to them have exhorted them?

“Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Inde

the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be

tested, and you will have tribulation ten dags. faithful until death,

and| will give you the crown of life He who has an ear, let him hear

what the Spirit says to the churchele who overcomes shall not be

hurt by the second deatti (Revelation 2:10-1)

T Anew life follows the first death.

Tt Overcoming would provide a reward of life and immunitythe
second death”(20:14-15; 21:8.

bd,

T Another death is coming, more to be feared than the first.
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8. What commendation did Jesus provide the church in Pergamos
“l know your works andwhere you dwellwhere_Satan’s throne isAnd
you hold fast to My namganddid not deny My faitheven in the days
whichAntipas was My faithful martyrwho was killed among you,
where Satan dwell$ (Revelation 2:13

1 Official capital of Asia Minor.

T Pergamos was the most idolatrous.

T Temples to Zeus, Athene, Dionysus, Aesculapius, Roma, & Ausyy
T Center of Imperial Cult (emperor worship).

T Legal, political center for district.

T Lived in an extremely difficult place, where Satan ruled aralli

-

T Some had already agiven their life in faithfulness — not unseen.

c * 3

“Thus you also have those whold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans,

which thing | hate ...To him who overcomes | will giseme of the

hidden manna to eatAnd | will give hima white stoneand on the storje

a new name written which no one knows except him who receives

(Revelation 2:15-1%

10. What did the Nicolaitans teach? How would have Jesus’ closing

benediction have diminished their appeal?

T Associated with Gnosticism — flesh was already evil, armligh
secret knowledge, spirit was unaffected by deeds of the flesh.

Tt The special, secret knowledge belonged to Jesus — notilinsla

1 Only by overcoming could one partake in the hidden, s

9. Was everyone in Pergamos similarly uncompromising? Halites)
compromised? Why might they have been more vulnerable or 0|
this form of compromise compared to Antipas’ exhibition of
conviction? What lessons can we learn from them?

“But | have a few things against ygubecause you have thet®se whd

hold the doctrine of Balaamwho taught Balak téput a stumbling

block before the children of Isragto 2eat things sacrificed to idojsand
to 3commit sexual immorality Thus you also have those whold the

doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing | haté (Revelation 2:14-1%

T Balaam counseled Balak how to make the Israelites coniggom
through idolatry, turning God against theNum. 25:1-18; 31:1-18.

T Deceived versus straightforward temptatiGeif. 3:1-6; 2 Cor.11:3.

pben t
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11. How would Jesus’ introduction of Himself to the church in Tihyaf

have substantiated His objections?
“And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, ‘These things dags$
Son of God who hageyes like a flame of fireand®His feet like fine
brass ...” (Revelation 2:19
T Sovereign king who rules and judges forear(iel 7:13-149.
T Omniscient being, who sees through every facade.
T Purified executioner, worthy and capable of treading out Gagithw
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12. What unusual mercy did the Lord show the woman known as Jezebe|~

this a literal Jezebel? If not, who did she represent or typify?
“Nevertheless | have a few things against ytecauseou allow that womal
Jezebelwholcalls herself a prophetess, #each and®seduce My servants t
4commit sexual immorality andeat things sacrificed to idolsAndl gave her
time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repeérfRevelation
2:20-21)
Tt “allow” —let go, permit, forgive (Strong’s)
T Condemned for forgiving what God had ndfThess. 3:6; 1 Cor. h
T Her false teaching seduced people to compromise, worship idols.
T Represents an aggressive, powerful, seductive agent of etfag( 21:29.
1t Even such a person was given ample opportunity to repétgtér 3:9!
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13. What ultimate judgment did Jezebel &ner children” face? If
these children are not to be literally interpreted, who do they
represent or typify?

“Indeed | will cast her into a sickbegand those who commit adultery

with her into great tribulation unless they repent of their deeds. | wil

kill her children with death and all the churches shall know tham

He who searches the minds and hear#sd | will give to each one of

you according to your works(Revelation 2:22-23

T Condemnation and death loomed before her and her children.

T Her children would be those who follower her, depended on her.

Lesson 4 — Christ among the
Lampstands #3
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14. What reward did Jesus extend to those who oveea
“Now to you | say, and to the rest in Thyatira,;aany aglo not have this doctrine,
who have not known the depths of Satan, as they, $ayll put on you no other

burden. But hold fast what you have till | condad he who overcomes, and keeps|[My

works until the endo him I will give power over the nations ‘He shall rule them

with a rod of iron; They shall be dashed to piedesthe potter's vessels’as | also

have received from My Fatheand| will give him the morning star” (Revelation

2:24-28

Tt Not deceived by ignorance of sih Corinthians 14:20.

T Rewarded with powerful authority and influence.

T Forgiven, we reign with Christ, transcending tbevpr of men and even nations
(Revelation 5:9-10; Daniel 7:13-18; Romans 5:17; M#dtew 10:28; Psalm 2:8-2

T May refer to power to appeal to God about nat{@aiel 9).

II, 3*

1. What was wrong with the church in Sardis? Why was this surgfi
What lessons can we learn from this judgment?

“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These things says |

who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven sthisrow your

works, thatyou have a name that you are alive, but you are d&ad

(Revelation 3:J)

Tt They were actually spiritually dead, although known to belaliv

Tt Can be as good as dead, although livihgitnothy 5:6).

T Others’ estimation is independent of real@yJ. 9-10; 1 Cor. 4:1-5.

T Must focus on God’s approval — not maeifn 12:42-43.

He

T Jesus’ self-designation indicates knowledge and authority.
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2. What choice did Jesus provide for the church? And, what would
the outcomes of the 2 possible options? What lessons caamie |
from this admonition?
“1Be watchful and2strengthen the things which remain, that are reg
to die for | have not found your works perfect before GdRemember
therefore how you have received and heaftold fastand®repent

F7)%6F

Therefore if you will not watch, | will come upon you as a thief, and you
will not know what hour | will come upon yoyRevelation 3:2-3
T Failure to‘'watch” would result in sudden destruction.
T Some good, partial good does not imply saftgitthew 7:21-23.
T Christians must continually press forwaRhi{lippians 3:12-14.
"o, *
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3. Did this pending judgment apply to everyone ati8& Why or why not? What 5. Why was arfopen door” presented to the church in Philadelphia? How ledse
can we learn about staying versus leaving a church? this figure been used in the Bible? How mighipiply to this church?
“You havea few names even in Sardis who have not defiledtiyeirments and they “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia teri‘ These things says He who is
shallwalk with Me in white, for they are worthyHe who_overcomes shall be clothe| holy, He who is true, e who has the key of Davjdewho opens and no one shuts
in white garmentsand | will not blot out his name from the Book.ié; but I will andshuts and no one opend know your works. Seéhave set before you an open
confess his name before My Father and before Hielsii (Revelation 3:4-9 GIEEE, N W @ @2 Stiifer yan s & life sivengfin, e e AT
T No,“a few names"would “walk with” Jesusin white” . have not denied M_y n_a_me(ReveIanon 3'7"5.) s
; 4 A 2 T Represents a significant, rare opportunity oreemtte { Corinthians 16:9; 2
T Indicates that they had not participated in sisyplent with others. Corinthians 2:12; Colossians 4:3-5
Tt Achurch with mgny Whp havelefiled gar-mer?ts"dogs'not |mply all. e + Often associated with preaching and evangelism.
t ‘t—iovyever, collective ac’t|0n and fellowship with siean impenitent, public sin t “Key of David” may be reference to letting people in Messianigdam.
defiles their garments2 John 9-1J, requiring a break. t Granted opportunity to teach and preach, posgibpenitent Jews.
T May part ways amicably for matters of judgmekitté 15:37-40. T “Closed door” represents missed opportunity foraten (Mt.25:10-12; Lk.13:25)
1T Crushes Calvinism’s abhorrence for considerinfyvgeithy in any way. t The irreversibility indicates control, sovereigrand deity Ezekiel 44:1-3.
* .
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“He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and | will npt 6. What imminent rewards did Jesus promise them? Why weréothd

blot out his name from the Book of Life; butill confess his name

before My Father and before His angels(Revelation 3:5

4. In what other passage did Jesus promise to confess the hsang |
before His Father? How might this relate to this context?

“And do not fear those who kill the bodyut cannot kill the soul. But

rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell

Do not fear therefore ... Thereforavhoever confesses Me before m

him | will also confess before My Father who is in heaveBut

whoever denies Me before men, him | will also deny before My Fat

who is in heaven.{(Matthew 10:28-33

T Jesus identified persecution as primary threat to confession.

receive this blessing?
“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things
He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, iite
opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens: | know you

works. Se€!l have set before you an open do@nd no one can shut if;

for you **have a little strengththave kept My word, anéthave not

denied My namé (Revelation 3:7-§

Tt God always increases opportunities for those who seize them
(Matthew 13:12; 25:29; Mark 4:23-25; Luke 19:24-2%

T Likewise, He takes them away from those who overlbeknt

y

ay's
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6. What imminent rewards did Jesus promise them? Why weréothd
receive this blessing?
“Indeed | will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they
Jews and are not, but lie — inde#dvill make them come and worship
before your feet, and to know that | have loved ygiBecause you ha
kept My command to persevere, | also vikeep you from the hour of
trial which shall come upon the whole wortidl test those who dwell o
the earth” (Revelation 3:9-10
T Persecution would refine, test those who suffetachés 1:2-§.
T Those overcomingarly were granted extra opportunity to do God
work, to save otherd (ke 16:9-12.

are
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“And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These thin
saysthe 'Amen the 2Faithful and True Witnessthe3Beginning of the
creation of God (Revelation 3:19

8. Jesus claimed to be tfi@eginning of the creation of God(3:14).
Does this necessarily imply that He was created? Whatttie
mean?

T arche— Meaning is the beginning as in origin, first cause. Secon|
meaning is first in series.S{rong’s, Friberg, Barclay Newman, Lou
Nida, Liddell-Scott, Thayer’s, Lust-Eynikel-Haugpie

T All things were created by Jesus as the beginning, in the beginn
(Colossians 3:16-17; John 1:1; Genesis }:1

0s
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7. What eternal rewards awaited them? What wasctsgp@f them to receive this
final blessing?

“Behold, | am coming quickly¥®Hold fast what you have, that no one may take yo(
crown. PHe who_overcomes$a will make him a pillar in the temple of My God,ral
2bhe shall go out no moreAnd! will write on him the2name of My God and the
2dname of the city of My God, th#New Jerusalemwhich comes down out of heavd
from My God. And will write on him 2My new name’ (Revelation 3:11-123
Tt Prominent monuments of Solomon’s temdl&{ngs 7:21):

“Boaz” — Means'strength”; Ancestor of David th&ing (Ruth 4:13-22).

“Jachin” — Means‘He will establish”; Priest during David's reign1 Chr. 24:17).
T Be part of God’s templé (Peter 2:4-5.
Tt Be recognized and claimed by G&tkédus 6:7; Rev. 7:3; 13:16-18
Tt Their crown and reward could be stolen if theyndithold fast”.
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9. What was the fundamental failure of Laodicea?

“I know your works, thayou are_neither cold nor hotl could wish you
were cold or hot. So thebecause you are lukewarm, and neither co
nor hot, | will vomit you out of My mouth Because you sayl am

rich, have becomeealthy, andhave need of nothing- anddo not
knowthatyou are wretchegdmiserable poor, blind, andnaked...”
(Revelation 3:15-1%

A. Uncaring, do nothing, flat — neither good nor bad — just there.

B. Arrogant and Blind — Thought they needed nothing!

Tt Scary prospect to be so out of touch with reality, blinoLiselves:
* Must love truth profoundlyZ Thessalonians 2:9-12
* Must examine self regularly in light of truth — aact James 1:16-23

F76%$%>>
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10. What was the remedy provided by Jesus? What can we learn f
Jesus’ message to this church?

“I counsel you tduy from Me gold refined in the firethat you may bqg

rich; andwhite garmentsthat you may be clothed, that the shame o

your nakedness may not be revealed; andint your eyes with eye

salve that you may seeAs many as | love, | rebuke and chasten

Therefore be zealous and reper@ehold, | stand at the door and kno

If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, | will come in to him

dine with him, and he with Me(Revelation 3:18-20

Tt Do not become complacent!

bnd

T Must be zealousl¢hn 2:13-17!
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“He who has an ear, let him heavhat the Spirit says to the churchefRevelation

2:7,11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 32

11. What does this phrase mean? Why is it repeated?

T Means to pay careful attention, consider careffiflsalm 10:17; Proverbs 22:17;
Isaiah 28:23.

T Generally associated with statements that areraiiifficult to understand or
difficult to accept Katthew 11:7-15; 13:9, 43; Mark 4:23; 7:16; Luke 83;
14:35).

1t God does not intend for everyone to understanthess. 2:9-12; 2 Peter 3)9

Serves as a warning!

1t Dangers are pride, being stiff-necked, rebelliams)gant Jeremiah 6:10; 13:15;
17:23.

—

1. As this vision opens, where is John transported? What is the timefrani
its fulfillment?

After these things | looked, and beha@djoor standing open in heaveAnd

the first voice which | heard wdike a trumpet speaking with mesaying,

“Come up here, and | will show you things which must take place aftes.th

Immediately | was in the Spirjtand behold, a thronset in heavepand One

sat on the throngRevelation 4:1-9

T Heaven — théthird heaven” (2 Corinthians 12:1-4

T “after this” — suggests immediacy, not distant future

T Another verse that eliminates Futurist position.

T Being botHin heaven” and"in the Spirit” suggests figurative, not literal
interpretation, again eliminating Futurist position.

Lesson 5 — The Center of Existence
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2. Who is represented by the One sitting on the throne? How is He desd
What does this description suggest about Him?

Immediately | was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaverQaedal

on the throne And He who sat there wihke a jasperanda sardius stone in

appearanceand there was rainbow around the throngin appearancdike

an emerald (Revelation 4:2-3

T King of Existence — God, the FathéXgvelation 20:11-12

e of

ibed?

“jasper stone”— precious gemstone stone, commonly red today, probaply

i
green in NT day, butclear as crystal” (21:11, 1.

T “sardius stone”- reddish precious stone.

T First and Last stones for God’s peofteddus 28:17-21; 39:10-14

T First and Last of list representitgvery precious stone{(Ezekiel 28:13.

1 All that is good and precious dwells in Him.
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Around the throneweretwenty-four thronesandon the thrones | saw|
twenty-four elders sittingclothed in white robes; and they had crowr
of gold on their head¢Revelation 4:3-4

3. Who do the 24 elders represent?

T Elders associated with leadership of the people, oftenuspirit
(Exodus 12:21; Numbers 11:16-167; Deuteronomy 31:9; 1
Chronicles 11:3; Matthew 15:2; Acts 11:30; 14:23; 15:2-23; 20:17;
Titus 1:5). Elders of: cities, tribes, nations, and churches.

T 2 x 12— Leaders for all of God’s people (associated with wisdom

judgment, discernmenipb 12:20; Psalm 105:22; Ezekiel 7:26
« Probably not Jew & Gentil&@alatians 3:28; Ephesians 2:11-15
* In heaven and on the earth

«__OT prophets (sons of Jacob, heads of tribes) & btistes Mat. 19:28: Luke 22:29-30

[
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4. What is the significance of the elders’ crowns and robes?

Around the throne wersventy-four thrones and on the thrones | sawenty-

four elders sitting clothed inwhite robes and they hagtrowns of gold on

their heads (Revelation 4:3-9

Tt “crown” (stephancps— crown of victory, prize, accomplishmeMgtthew
7:29; 1 Cor. 9:25; Philippians 4:1; 1 Thessalonians 2:19; 2 Timothy 4:8
James 1:12; 1 Peter 5:4; Revelation 2:10; 3:11

1 stephanos- worn by Christians, elders, rider on white ho&e)( locusts
(9:7), glorious womani2:1), “One Like the Son of Man{14:4)

1 diadema-royal crown, kingly headdress; worn by Christq:12) and the
dragon 12:3) and his sea bea3:1)

T “white robes” — holiness, purity, righteousness, victory

of the LORD, Which scan to and fro throughout thehwole earth” (Zec. 4:2-10Q

82 9

Andfrom the throneproceededightnings, thunderings andvoices Seven lamps of

fire wereburning before the throne, which are the seven Sigiof God (Revelation

4:5)

5. Who or what is represented by the 7 burning laafiise before the throne? Wh4gt
is suggested by this description?

T The Holy Spirit — 7 simultaneous spirits represeatanipresence

T Seven lamps of fire represarhniscienceof the Holy Spirit:

And he said to me, “What do you see?” So | saidarfi looking, and there is a

lampstand of solid golavith a bowl on top of it, andn the stand seven lamps with

seven pipes to the seven lamps So | answered and spoke to the angel who talke]

with me, saying, What are thesemy lord?” ... So he answered and said to me: “T

is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by nigbr by powerput by My

Spirit,” Says the LORD of hosts. ... For who has despiBediay of small things? Fi

these_seven rejoice to s&é@e plumb line in the hand of Zerubbalidiey are_the eyes

=0
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Andfrom the throneproceededightnings, thunderings andvoices Seven lamps of

fire wereburning before the throne, which are the seven Sggiof God (Revelation

4:5)

5. Who or what is represented by the 7 burning lacffiise before the throne? Wh4gt
is suggested by this description?

Tt The Holy Spirit — 7 simultaneous spirits represeatsnipresence

Where can | go from Your Spir Orwhere can | flee from Your preseneelf |

ascend into heavelpu are_thereIf I make my bed in hell, beholou are therelf |

take the wings of the morning, And dwell in themtiost parts of the seBven there

Your handshall lead me, And Your right hand shall hold nifd.say, “Surely the

darkness shall fall on meEven the night shall be lighabout me; Indeedhe

darkness shall not hide from YquBut the night shines as the dayie darkness and

the light are both alike to YouPsalm 139:7-12

T Notice,omnipresencés closely associated wittmniscience

2 2

Before the throne there was a sea of glass, likestay And in the midst of the thrond,

and around the throne, were four living creaturet ¢f eyes in front and in back.

(Revelation 4:9

6. What is the significance of ttsea before the throne? Please consider other
references ttthe sea” in Revelation before answering:6; 5:13; 7:1-3; 8:8-10;
10:1-8; 12:12; 13:1; 14:7; 15:1-2; 16:3; 18:17-220:8, 13; 21:).

. Sometimes;the sea” means just the sea, oce@nl@; 14:7; 18:17-21; 20:8

. Something from which kings and empires ark&?) ...
Something afflicted?;1-3; 8:8-10; 16:3. Literal ocean or segment of option B?|
Difficult to confidently categorizel(Q:2-8; 12:12; 20:13. Possibly A or B.
This sea iSbefore the throne™- not on earth — and appears lfggass”, “crystal” .
* Serves as a barrier to distance God's thrdn@) (.. from us? Compare to Red Sea, Jordan Rive{.
+ Onfire (‘mingled with fire”) when saints are crossing 115(2; compare toActs 16:25.
« Does not exist in eternity, heaveil(1).

—+—+—+ 0 >

C. Death — uninhabited barrier to God, sometimesrendeases in eternity.
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Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystalliAndde midst of the
throne, andaround the throne werefour living creatures®ull of eyes in front
and in back The firstliving creature wasAlike a lion, the secondiving
creature®Blike a calf, the third living creature hada face like a manandthe
fourth living creature wasPlike a flying eagle The four living creaturegach
having “six wings, weréfull of eyes around and withinAnd theydo not rest
day or night,’saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God AlmightyWho was and is
and is to come!"(Revelation 4:6-§

7. Please compare this description of ‘floeir living creatures” to the four
beings mentioned iBzekiel 1 & 10 How are they similar? How are the|
different? Who are these creatures, and what can we learn of them fr¢gm
these 2 depictions? Also serodus 25:17-22; 1 Samuel 4:4; Psalm 18:
11; Isaiah 6:1-7 andEzekiel 41:18-20

9. What is the central meaning of the songs pro@ditry the creatures and the 24]
elders?

The four living creatures, each having six wingsrenfull of eyes around and within.
And they do not rest day or night, sayinéidly, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who|
was and is and is to comeWhenever the living creaturegive gloryandhonorand
thanks to Himwho sits on the throngsho lives forever and evethe twenty-four
elders fall down before Him who sits on the thrandworship Him who lives forever|
and ever and cast their crowns before the throne, sayfr¥pu are worthy, O Lord, Tt

receive_glory and honor and power; For You created talings, And by Your will theyj
exist and were createtl (Revelation 4:8-1)

T Holiness t Worthy of Honor
1 Might, Power t  Worthy of Power
T Eternity t Creator
1 Worthy of Glon 1 Sustaine

2

Revelation 4 Ezekiel 1 Ezekiel 10
t  Inthe Midst of the Throne t  Cherubim +  Cherubim like Ezekiel 1
t 4 Living Creatures +  Under the Throne +  Under the Throne
Lion t 4 Living Creatures t  God's glory above them
Calf t  Likeness of a Man t  Human hands under wings
Efﬁ:;uéea;!m t  4Faces T Have fire
Face of a Man 1 Covered with eyes
1t Six Wings o ¥
+Full of Eyes g T 4Faces ikEzekiel
Eagle .« Man
Exo. 25:17; 1 Sam. 4:4; Psa. 89:9-11 Four Wings 5 &
T Cherubim, cover mercy seat. Straight legs, calves feet (hooves) | |4 1 i

Sparkled, burnished bronze
Human hands under wings
Touched other by pair of wings
Covered with pair of wings.

T Wings

t  Gods glory above, between them
t  God rides upon flying cherub
Genesis 3:24- Guarded Eden

+  Accompanied by “wheel”
+  Directed by the Spirit

e

Did not turn. #Salash 611|;7
: Like burning coals eraphim
Ezeldel 41:18-20 Had burning fire, like torches t  Above the throne
; ‘é"e"’z'.’“[ ‘emple vl Darted like lightning T Sixwings
} Tvavtr)vgc;"so EHDEES] Accompanied by “wheel” I Covred o
= Directed by the Spirit .~ Few
Lion t  Cleansed Isaiah with live coal.
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...the twenty-four elders fall down before Himvho sits on the throne

andworship Himwho lives forever and ever, apdst their crowns

before the thronesaying: “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory

and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they

exist and were created(Revelation 4:10-1}

10.Why would the elder&ast their thrones before the throne” What
is symbolized by this gesture?

t Casting them before the throne indicates surrendering the cwn
their meaning to God.

t Stephanosepresents award, honor, accomplishment, victory.

Tt Shows humility — God is worthy of whatever honor comebéont

[

1 Shows thankfulness — They would have no crowns except by Hiin.

The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And
they do not rest day or night, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Whasvand
is and is to comé! (Revelation 4:8

8. Could there really be creatures immediately before God‘édaot rest day or night,
constant in refrain of praise to God? How could heaven be paradise with such
monotonous tasks?

Boring — Want to do something more fun, or grow tired of empty repetition.
Morefulfilling than seeing, examining, talking with eternal Creator, Father, Savior
More stimulating, edifying than talking, interacting, and asking God, basking in His
wisdom without limit?

Moresincerethan offering thanks and praise to Creator, Savior, and eternal Provider?
What is an improvement upon God? How could our praise ever be empty, tediou?
He is the reason everythimdseis boring Ecclesi 3:11; 12:13; Hebrews 8:11
Enjoy tasks at which we excel. New bodies, new voit&ofinthians 15:35-5§.
Mischaracterization of heaven & living creaturBeyelation 14:3; 19:4 — 15:%.

—+ — —+

—+ — — —+ —+

2 +

11.What do you think are the main points, lessons of this thoame3
t The significance of God:

« Power

« Creation

« Eternity

* Sovereignty

* Judgment

« Praised by all that is good and powerful

« Center of existence
t Defends, Vindicates God — Theodi@cglesiastesPsalm 73...)
T Sets up significance of chapter 5, the scroll in His rightiha
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12.Who is conspicuously missing from this scene that should benpPgs
T Jesus!

1 See chapter 5
T At what time would Jesus have ever been absent from heaven?|...
T Please compare aniel 7:9-14

B

1. How is the scroll described? What do you suppose is the significance
description?

And Isawlin the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scréikritten

inside and on the backsealed with seven sealRevelation 5:1)

T The“right hand” represents a position f#vor & skill (Gen. 48:14-20;
Jdg. 5:26; 1 Kings 12:19; Ps. 16:8-11; 89:13; 110:1-5; 137:5; Ecc. 10:7

T “inside and on the backindicates it was full, overflowing with content.

T Seals show ownership, authority, and requires authority to ap€ings
21:8; Isaiah 29:10-12; Daniel 6:17; 8:26; 12:4, 9; Matthew 27)6

T “Seven” may represent the completeness, perfection of both content &|
required authority.

of this

Lesson 6 — The Center of Existence
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2. How important is this scroll? How do you know from the context?
Then | sawa strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy t
open the scroll and to loose its se2lsAnd no one?in heaven orfon the
earth or“under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look atSp5
wept much, because no one was found wortbypen and read the scroll, o
to look at it.(Revelation 5:2-9

T By implication, even théstrong angel” could not open it.

T Thorough search was conducted everywhere — but no one worthy wag
T John thought it so significant that tveept much because it was not read
T Recall, it proceeds from God, extended by ‘Hght hand”. God wants it

found.

read as indicated by His gesture, the announcement, and conducted sgarch.
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3. How is this description of Jesus in chapter fed#int than the description of chap
1? What is the meaning of the description providexd? What OT prophecies
used similar descriptions?

But one of the elders said to m&d not weepBehold 'the Lion of the tribe of

Judah,?the Root of Davidhas prevailedo open the scroll and to loose its seven

seals.” Andl looked, and_beholfin the midst of the thronand of the four living

creatures, and in the midst of the eldesteod*a Lamb as though it had be€islain,
having®seven horngnd’seven eyesvhich arethe seven Spirits of Gosent out into

all the earth(Revelation 5:5-

T “Lion of Judah” — Genesis 49:9-1(Zechariah 9:13-15- Maccabees)

“Root of David” — Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15; Isaiah 4:2; 11:1; Zechariah 8; 6:12
“Lamb of God”— Genesis 22:8; John 1:29, 36; 1 Peter 1:18-21; Reatidn 13:8

+
+

T “SevenHorns” — Perfect, completpower

T “SevenEyes — Perfect, completenowledggomniscience) John 16:7-15

2 *4
3. How is this description of Jesus in chapter fedéint than the description of chap)
1? What is the meaning of the description providex? What OT prophecies
used similar descriptions?
Jesus Christ
the faithful witness,
the firstborn from the dead,
the ruler over the kings of the earth Clothed with a garment down to the feet and gil
Him who loved us about the chest with a golden band.
and washed us from our sins in His own blood, « Head & hair were white like wool, white as sno
and has made us kings and priests to His God « His eyes like a flame of fire
and Father, « His feet were like fine brass, as refined in a furry
« to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever.« His voice as the sound of many waters;
(Revelation 1:5-§ « He had in His right hand seven stars
« Out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged swor
« His countenance was like the sun shining in its
strength(Revelation 1:11-1

the Alpha and Omega, the First and Last
in the midst of the seven lampstands
One like the Son of Man

Hed

8 *49

4. From the clues provided in the text, why was Jesrthy to “to open the scroll and

loose its seven seal®”
But one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. Belitiid,Lion of the tribe of Judah
2the Root of Davighas3prevailedto open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.” And
looked, and beholdin the midst of the thronend of the four living creatures, and in thg
midst of the elderstood a’Lamb as though it hadbeen slain having “seven horns and
8seven eyesvhich are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. Haégame
and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throndow when He hal
taken the scrollthe four living creaturesandthe twenty-four eldersfell down before the
Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of]
saints. And they sang a new song, saying: “Youemehy to take the scrollAndto open
its seals ®For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your b@uotof every
tribe and tongue and people and nation, Aade'®made us kings and'prieststo our
God; And we shall reign on the earti(Revelation 5:5-10

2 *4
3. How is this description of Jesus in chapter fed#nt than the description of chap
1? What is the meaning of the description providext? What OT prophecies
used similar descriptions?
But one of the elders said to m&d not weepBehold !the Lion of the tribe of
Judah,?the Root of Davidhas prevailedo open the scroll and to loose its seven
seals.” Andl looked, and behol¢fin the midst of the thronend of the four living
creatures, and in the midst of the eldeteod*a Lamb as though it had be€tslain,
having ®seven horngnd ’seven eyeswhich arethe seven Spirits of Gosent out into
all the earth(Revelation 5:5-6
Tt Ch. 1 stresses more His power, authority, knovdedgoversight.
T Ch. 5visually stresses what He did tprevail” andwhy He is“worthy” .
T Vision of“lamb slain” is more shocking, profound when introduced d&a” .

8 *49
4. From the clues provided in the text, why was Jesus worthg tpen the scroll and
loose its seven seal®”
Fulfilled Prophecy (#1, #2 “tion of Judah ... Root of Davig”
Overcame Extreme Test & Challenge (#Prevailed” —Hebrews 4:15
Belongs with God & Zenith of Creation (#4ir the midst of the throne)’
Sacrificed His Life (#5, #6 “tamb ... slain”)
Perfected, Complete Power (#7seven horns)
Perfected, Complete Knowledge (#8even eyes)
Creation Bows to Him (#9 “ereatures ... and ... elders fell down before the Lajnb”
Established a Kingdom for Us (#10made us kings ... we shall reign on the earth”
“made us a kingdom)’
T Established a Priesthood for Us (#11made us ... priests to our Goyl”

—+ =+ =+ —+ —+ —+ —+ —+




830 9

Now when He had taken the scrolhe four living creatures and the twenty-fourezkl
fell down before the Lamb, each having a harp, goiden bowls full of incense, whi
are the prayers of the saints. Aifey sang a new song, sayirifYou are worthy to
take the scroll And to open its sealfor You were slain Andhave redeemed us
God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue jp@aple and nation, And have
made us kings and priests to our Goéindwe shall reign on the eartfi (Rev.5:8-1Q
5. What are the implications of the 24 elders cagyhiarps and bowls of incense,
falling down before Jesus, singingreew song”? What was their expectation of
Jesus?

Representrayers of the saints~ and possibly their praise too.

Previously, songs pointed toward Gdd¢10). This“new song”points to Jesus.
Jesus’ death & resurrection was surprising, afthdoretold { Peter 1:12; Psalm
2; Isaiah 52:15; Acts 3:17.

Sin has been defeated.

—+—+  —+—+—+

Time has come fdsaints to possess the kingdopwhile serving as priests ...

2

7. How are the songs offered by the whole host different? (Contrast verd
with verse 13.)

... saying with a loud voice Worthy is the Lambwho was slairTo receive

power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and

blessind” And every creaturavhich is in heaven and on the earth and und

the earth and such as are in the sea, alhdhat are in them | heard saying:

“Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on the throl

And to the Lamb, forever and ev&r Then the four living creatures said,

“Amen!” And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who liv

forever and evefRevelation 5:12-14

1 Offers praise to Jesus, but does not mention thanks for redemption.

T Represents all of creation — except possibly hunfaseiih 19:1-4.

T First one is devoted to Jesus. Last one includes dediiod.

2

Andevery creature which is in heaven and on the eaatd under the earth and such as are

the sea, and all that are in them, | heard sayifgjessing and honor and glory and power &e

Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forevand evet” Then the four living

creatures said, “Amen!”And the twenty-four elders fell down andrshiped Him who lives

forever and ever(Revelation 5:12-14

8. What can we conclude since the entire host afralition offered the same praise to both
God and Jesus? What is the significance of therrghthe same worship?

T Angels and humans botilrn away worship not due therAgts 10:25-26; Rev. 22:8-p

T If Christacceptghe same worship as the Father, then He is equlaétBatherRhilip. 2:6).

T Subtle emphasis for final reason He is worthy -idHgivine!

“Truly | know it is so, But how can a man be rights before God? If one wished to contend|

with Him, He could not answer Him one time out ¢fi@usand. ... If it is a matter of strength,

indeed He is strong; And if of justiagho will appoint my day in cou For He is not a man,

I am, That | may answer Him, And that we shouldogoourt togetherNor is there any

mediator between us, Who may lay his hand on ushbot(Job 9:2-33

2

6. In addition to the elders, who else praised Jesus?

Then | looked, and | heard the voicenwdiny angels around the throne
the living creaturesandthe elders andthe number of them was ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousa(@svelation
5:11)

T Addedall of the angles ... This is everything good, except huma

n

+

9. Looking back on the chapter, does this scro#ired the plan of salvation, the
gospel, and Jestslain from the foundation of the world(Revelation 13:8; 1
Peter 1:20 — or something else? How do you know?
Jesus is originally missing from heaven sceneptend).

Appeared to already have béstain” (5:6).

Praised as already having bésfain” (5:9).

“Redeemed us”past tenses(9).

“Made us kings and priests’past tenses(10).

Praised again as having already bestain” (5:12).

Praised as already having béeorthy” , past tense5(9, 12.

Jesus doesot leaveheaven to execute plan (chapieand following).

After Jesus has ascended, the opening of thd sepotsents executing plan to

— — — — — — — — —+ —+

judge those afflicting the saints — and then tuenkimgdom over to thenb(10)!

Jesusprevailed” to open the scrol55). He had already overcome, past tense|...




God sent.

H

Zechariah 1:7-11

Horses of Three Colors

* Red

« Sorrel (Reddish-Brown)
hite

1 Resting in the hollow, myrtle trees
T Travel throughout the earth. + “Lord has sent to walk to and fro throughout the earth”
1 Found resting — reporting earth at rest. [t_“Earth is resting quietly”
Zechariah 6:1-8
1t Coming from between 2 Bronze Mountains
1 Chariots with Horses of Four Colors
Red
+ Black
- + White
T Represent spirits, agents of God. Dapple (Spotted Gray)
t Commissioned by God to go agive t “Four spirits of heaven go out from their station before Lofd"
“rest to His Spirit” t 1 “Go, walk to and fro throughout the earth.”
rest to His Spint” — restore peace. 1 “those who go toward the north country hayieen rest to
T Agents of God's vengeancBéu. 32:35; My Spiritin the north country”
Heb 10:30 1 North associated with Babylo2:(-7)
* H
Revelation 6 Zechariah 1:7-11
1t Each unleashed by opening a seal. 1 Horses of Three Colors
1 Each introduced by a differefiiving creature”. * Red
+  White Horse + Sorrel (Reddish-Brown)
B -
. le)vv;n a Crowngtephanos 1 Resting in the hollow, myrtle trees
« “Went out conqueringand to conquer” 1 “Lord has sent to walk to and fro throughout the earth”
T Fiery, Red Horse T “Earth is resting quietly”
+ Granted to take peace from earth
« People kill one another Zechariah 6:1-8
« Given agreat sword + From between 2 Bronze Mountains
1 Black Horse t Chariots with Horses of Four Colors
« “Pair of scalesin his hand” . Red
+ Common foods increase price . Black
« “Do not harm the oil and the wine” . White
t Pale Horse . Dapple (Spotted Gray)
: “m:’clweescf:;RATve“g]vcths:lr\?r:"l‘ was Death' + “Four spirits of heaven go out from their station before Lofd"
+ “Power given to them over fourth of earth to kiir | |1 ~G0: Walk to and fro throughout the earth.
+ With sword, hunger, death, and by beasts of earth| [T “those who go toward the north country have given rest tq My
Spirit in the north country”
1 North associated with Babylo®:(-7)
n . * 2 . *
. .
Now | saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and | heard one of theiriguréatures saying Revelation 6 +  Like in Zechariah, unleashed agents of vengeafice
with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” And | looked, and befaldhite horse He who sat on it} +  Each unleashed by opening a seal. sent to reckon and bring peace to God's Spirit.
i i i 1 Eachcalledby a different‘living creature”. L
had a bow anda crown was given to higrand he_ went outonquering and to conquerWhen He + White Horse 1. Represent military conquest — external conquefors
opened the second seal, | heard the second living creature saying, “Comeeahdrsother?horse . Bow and invaders (e.g., Parthia)
fiery red, wentout. And it was granted to the one who sat do take peace from the earttand that + Given a Crowngtephanos ) ’
people should kill one anotherand there was given to hiengreat swordWhen He opened the third tH WE'F‘; o o andto conguer ) ) X
e « » lery, Red Horse 2. Represent internal strife, treachery, people turrfing
seal, | heard the third living creature say, “Come and see.” So | bo&ed behold?a black horse «  Granted to take peace from earth o P ' X
. . e o e A « People kill one another on each other“pirit of ill will" , Judges 9:7-24;
and he who sat on it halpair of scalesn his hand. And | heard a voice in the midst of the four lifing * Given a great sword Zechariah 10:10-14,
creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of blaeydenarius; and do + Black Horse 3 R ) I di ing food b
not harm the oil and the wine.” When He opened the fourth seal, | hearditieeof the fourth living e e AN e - Represent Ecgg?zms'_cl_ |sasé§lrs B fa"F‘g 0
creature saying, “Come and see.” So | looked, and beHalgale horse And the name of him who DT R e i e s wine mﬁaSt;re(lj(ev. -26; Lam. 5: 0- i_'g"iesy or
sat on it wasDeath andHades followedwith him. And power was given to them oadourth of the t Pale Horse other food scarcity (e.g., siegeze. 4:9-17.
lame of him who sat on it was Death” 4. Represent massive (but not total) death causeq by

earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the ¢Refielation 6:1-§
1. Please compare the four horsemaR@felation 6to similar visions found ixechariah 1:7-11
and6:1-8. How are the images of the horseman similar affiereint? What is their overall

significance inRevelation 6

« “Hades followed with him"
« “Power given to them over fourth of earth to kill
+ With sword, hunger, death, and by beasts of earth,|

all the previous and additional natural disasterd
(Ezekiel 5:5-17; 14:13-21“My four severe
judgments)).




" /0

Tt Chapter 5 represents the worthiness of Christéowge the gospel (i.e., come to
earth, become the Lamb).

Tt Rider orwhite horse is Jesus, through Christianity converting dosils, conquerin
in the Messianic kingdonD@niel 2:44; Ephesians 2:1)

1t God is referred to using a bow to conqueRsalm 7:10-13; 45:3-6; Hab. 3:8-9
T Redhorse represents persecution that follows convei@iatthew 10:16-42
Compare parallel usage of sword, peace, and fgmily.
1 Black horse represents economic persecution. Rich pless poor Christians by
overcharging them.
Tt Grayhorse represents death that follows — both to Ganistand persecutors.
T Although there is much truth to this being a véilideline or process ...
Tt Which view best fits OT usage of symbols?
T Which view fits timeline of context? (See chagend 7.)
T Which view best addresses the tribulation of #irts?
. n
; 8 C 9
2. Who could be represented by the rider on theentforse? How does this fit witl When He opened the fifth seal, | samder the altar the souls of those who had bee
the chronology established in chaptérd, and5? slain for the word of God and for the testimony whichytheld.(Revelation 6:9
Now | sawwhen the Lamb opened one of the sealsd | heard one of the four living 4. What is the significance of the souls beingderthe altar’? Was the altar
creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Conmel@ee.” And | looked, and beholf, coveringthese people?
a white horse He who sat on ihad a bowanda crown was given to hirand hevent t The blood of sacrifices wamured splashed on the altar, running undeEitddus
out conquering and to conque(Rev. 6:1-9 29:12-20; Leviticus 1:5-15; 3:2-13;4:7, 18, 25, 384: 7:2; 8:15, 19, 24, 9:9, 12,
T Especially odd that Jesus is unleasheﬂihyself—_t_even as a symbol. 18; 16:18;18:17; Deuteronomy 12:27: 2 Chronicles 222-24).
i Je_sus_ appears on white horse later, but so dedlfits !‘9'11'14' X T The blood of sacrifices represented their lifevticus 17:11).
T Th!s r!der isgivenastephanos Later, Jesus has madiademg(19:12). 1T The“souls ...underthe altar” compares martyrs to lives sacrificed with theirdal
1 This rider has a bow. Later Jesus has a swi@1l9). led" underthe alt ain for th d of Godandfor the testi hich
T This rider conquers and seeks to conquer. Jesiles the nations, rules them with pooled” Uncdertne altar ...siain Ior the word of Goandlar the testimony whic

a rod of iron, treads winepress of fierceness af wmath of Aimighty God{19:15).
Tt Anachronism: Time of gospel’s revealing already passed, perggcatready

begun.

they held —just because they would not forsake God’s comnaaddestimony,
like John andsouls who had been beheade(Revelation 1:9; 20:9.
T Compare to Paulsdrink offering” (Phi. 2:17; 2 Tim. 4:6).

C4

When He opened the third seal, | heard the thirthgj creature say, “Come and see.]
So | looked, and behold,black horsgand he who sat on it hadpair of scales in his
hand. And | heard a voice in the midst of the fouinlivcreatures saying,A quart of
wheat for a denariusandthree quarts of barley for a denariygnddo not harm the
oil and the wine” (Revelation 6:5-6

3. Who would be most injured by the economic disarptaused by theSseal?

T “Wheat” and“barley” would be staples of common people.

Tt “Oil and the wine” would have only been afforded by wealthy.

t Common, middle-class, laboring people most aftebtethis*harming” .

+

+

Effectively deepened & widened class divide. Higrcommon man the most.
Possibly destabilizing country. Certainly weakenits core, laboring population.

8 0 " 9

5. What is the complaint of those revealed by the 5th seal? What cearweabout the
nature of God and His judgments based on His revealed response?

And theycried with a loud voicesaying, ‘How long, O Lord,holy andtrue, until You

judge and_avenge our blood on those who dwell on the ezirtifhena white robe was

given to each of themandit was said to them that they should rest a little while longer

until both the numberof their fellow servants and their brethremho would be killed as

they were,_was complete(Revelation 6:10-1)

T Cry of unjustly shed blood represents severe injustice that God el{raaengesGen.
4:10-11; 9:5-6; Num. 35:33; Job 16:18; Isa. 26:21; Eze. 24:7; Heb. 11:4; 12:24

T God delays because of patience, desire to save, and displeasure in aleg@rfeter
3:9; Ezekiel 18:23-32; 33:11-20 However, He is &oly and true” God, so ...

T His patience has itanits. He delaysuntil there is no remedy; while “iniquity is not

yet complete’(2 Chronicles 36:15-16; Genesis 15:16; Matt. 23:32-36; Luke 18:1-8

Notice, their sacrifice is rewarded. They are patiently answeratbcted.

Notice, delay was only fde little while longer” (12:12). Eliminates Futurist, again.

—+ —+




2 : * 3
T Stars = Rulers-Numbers 24:17(David, Messiah)|saiah 14:12(King of
Babylon);Daniel 8:10(Antiochus Epiphanes, Grecian King).
T Heavens RecedingAll lights, people are rolled up, carried away.
All the host of heaven shall be dissolvékhdthe heavens shall be rolled up like a
scroll; All their host shall fall downAs the leaf falls from the vine, And as fruit fadji

from a fig tree. For My sword shall be bathed eakien; Indeed it shattome down or]
Edom Andon the people of My curse, for judgmeiftsaiah 34:4-5

2

| looked when Hepened the sixth seaaind behold, there wda great earthquake
and?the sun became blacks sackcloth of hair, antthe moon became like blood
And*“the stars of heaven fetb the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs witds
shaken by a mighty wind. The&he sky recededs a scroll when it is rolled up, and
Severy mountain and island was movedt of its place. Antthe kings of the earth,

2 : * 3
T Stars = Rulers- Numbers 24:17(David, Messiah)lsaiah 14:12(King of
Babylon);Daniel 8:10(Antiochus Epiphanes, Grecian King).
T Heavens RecedingAll lights, people are rolled up, carried away.
T Mountains Moving- Symbols of permanence; Shaking the unshakable
T Islands = Remote LandsNews, horror, & disassociation of remote lands

the great men, the rich men, the commanders, thghty men, every slave and evefy . )
free man, hid themselvea the caves and in the rocks of the mountains sandito thg Thus says the Lord GOB Tyre ‘Will the coastlands not shake at the sound of yg
mountains and rocks, “Fall on us amitle us from the face of Him who sits on the fall, when the wounded cry, when slaughter is madesimtidst of you? ... Nothve
throne and from the wrath of the LarmbFor the great day of His wrath has come coastlands tremble on the day of your falfes the coastlands by the sea are troubl
and who is able to standZRevelation 6:12-17 at your departure.... In their wailing for you They will take up aientation, And
6. Do the events caused by the opening of thee@l refer to literal earthquakes, lament for you: What city is like_Tyre Destroyed in the midst of the sea?All.the
eclipses, red moons, falling stars, receding skied,displaced mountains? If no inhabitants of the isles will be astonished at ydtheir kings will be greatly afraid,
how are these symbols used in the Old Testamephpts? What do these symbpls And their countenance will be troubledEzekiel 26:15-18; 27:32-3p
here foretell? Does this represent the end oivibréd ?
A 2 : * 3
Theburden against Babylomwnhich Isaiah the son of Amoz saw. ... “They come &on t Stars = Rulers- Numbers 24:17(David, Messiah)lsaiah 14:12(King of

far country, From the end of heaven — The LORD aisdi¢apons of indignation, To
destroy the whole land. Waiier the day of the LORD is at harldt will come as
destruction from the Almighty. Therefore all hamdisbe limp, Every man’s heart will
melt, ... Beholdhe day of the LORD come€ruel, with both wrath and fierce ange|
To lay the land desolate; And He will destroy itsers from it. Forthe stars of heave|
and their constellations Will not give their lighfThesun will be darkenedh its going
forth, Andthe moon will not cause its light to shine... Therefore | wilshake the
heavensAndthe earth will move out of her placén the wrath of the LORD of hostg
And in the day of His fierce anger... Behold, | will stir ughe Medes against them
Who will not regard silver; And as for gold, theiwot delightin it. ... AndBabylon,
the glory of kihngdomsThe beauty of the Chaldeans’pride, Will be asmw@od
overthrew Sodom and Gomorrdlsaiah 13:1-19

T See alsolsaiah 29:6; Jeremiah 4:23-24; Matthew 4:2%9Jerusalem)Joel 2:31

=

(Messianic, PentecostActs 2:16-2); Isaiah 50:3

Babylon);Daniel 8:10(Antiochus Epiphanes, Grecian King).

Heavens RecedingAll lights, people are rolled up, carried away.

Mountains Moving- Symbols of permanence; Shaking the unshakable
Islands = Remote LandsNews, horror, & disassociation of remote lands
Men Hiding & Asking for Rocks to CoveHosea 10:§Israel  Assyria);lsaiah
2:19 Luke 23:30(Jerusalem Rome).

The idol also shall bearried to AssyriaAs a present for King JareEphraim shall
receive shame, And Israel shall be ashanwédis own counsel. As f&amaria, her
king is cut offLike a twig on the water. Also the high placeswn, the sin of Israel,
Shall be destroyed. The thorn and thistle shaligom their altars;They shall say to
the mountains, “Cover us!” And to the hills, “Falbn us!” (Hosea 10:6-8

— — — —+
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2 . *3
Stars = Rulers- Numbers 24:17(David, Messiah)|saiah 14:12(King of
Babylon);Daniel 8:10(Antiochus Epiphanes, Grecian King).
Heavens RecedingAll lights, people are rolled up, carried away.
Mountains Moving- Symbols of permanence; Shaking the unshakable
Islands = Remote LandsNews, horror, & disassociation of remote lands
Men Hiding & Asking for Rocks to CoveHosea 10:§(Israel  Assyria);lsaiah
2:19 Luke 23:30(Jerusalem Rome).
Who Can Stand?Nahum 1:6 (Nineveh),Malachi 3:2 (Messianic)

The burderagainst Nineveh The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshit&he.
mountains quake before HiniThe hills melt, And thearth heaves at His presence
Yes, the world and all who dwell inWho can stand before His indignation®nd
who can endure the fierceness of His angétis fury is poured out like fire, And the]
Lrocks are thrown down by Hi (Nahum 1:1-6)

2 . *3

T Stars = Rulers- Numbers 24:17(David, Messiah)lsaiah 14:12(King of 1. What is suggested by the imagery of the four langalding back the four winds o
Babylon);Daniel 8:10(Antiochus Epiphanes, Grecian King). the earth?
t Heavens RecedingAll lights, more people are rolled up, carried g%a After these things | safeur angels standing at the four corners of the ¢larholding
t Mountains Moving- Symbols of permanence; Shaking the unshakable. the four winds of the earth, that the wind shouladhblowon the earth, on the sea, g
t Islands = Remote LandsNews, horror, & disassociation of remote lands onany tree. Then | saw another angel ascending ffwe east, having the seal of the
 Men Hiding & Asking for Rocks to Covetosea 10:8lsrael  Assyria):Isaiah living God. And he cried with a loud voice to tberfangels to whom it was granted
. R | ! harm the earth and the sea, sayin®d'not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till
2:19 Luke 23:30(Jerusalem Rome). - . i
h 42Nah o h we have sealed the servants of our Gudtheir foreheads.{Revelation 7:1-3
T Who Can Stand?Nahum 1:6(Nineveh). X T “Four” is theworld number. Represents farthest, remotest corneteafiorld
Tt Not the end of world. It comes sudder_ﬂy‘lmessalonlans 5:2-3; 2 Peter 3:)0 (“from the farthest part of earth to the farthestrpaf heaven’ Mark 13:27).
T End of the world for the nation or empire oppreg<bod's people. t Think about the edges or corners of a map degieticessible, relevant world.
t Answers the question asked By<®al, the saints under the altar. T When let loose from théour corners”, these winds will cover all the earth.
t If end of world, then how does it addredssgal? Or, set stage for chapter 7? T Suggests far-reaching, unforeseen impact of sdgieninds — controlled by God
*
A O
T Wind’s effects are often associated with acts ofl Gypically in judgment or doonj:
Represents remotest reaches, corners of the vidald 8:8-9; 11:4; Ez. 5:2, 10, 12; 12:14; 17:21]
« Brings blessing or salvatioN(mbers 11:31; Isaiah 11:15; Ezekiel 379
« Blights trees and plants, dries them dtzd. 17:10; 19:10-14; Gen. 41:6, 23, 27; Psalm 103:16
« Carries plaguesExodus 10:13, 19; 15:10; Psalm 11)6
« Destroys like in a tornado or whirlwinddremiah 4:11-3; 22:22; Ezekiel 13:11-13; Job 30:15, 2
« Scatters people and nations, especially like caffefmiah 49:32-36; 51:1-2; 13:24; 18:17; Daniqg
2:35; Zechariah 2:6; Isaiah 17:13; 27:5; 41:16; 57:13; Job 21:18; 27:21; Psalm 1:4-6; 35:5
«  Understood, controlled only by Godop 28:25; Psalm 107:25; 135:7; Proverbs 30:4; Ecclesias}
1:14; 11:5; Jeremiah 10:13; 51:16; Amos 4:13
T Not blessing — context is judgment, and saintspazed from it.
T Not scattering — wrong direction; coming from fevinds, not driven to them
T Winds of destruction, blowing and bringiffzgarm ... on the earth, sea, and trees
T Therefore, the judgment unleashed by previous $edleing stalled, waiting on ..

o

D
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2. What is the significance of them waiting unti thumber of God’s people was

sealed?
... saying, ‘Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till Wave sealed the
servants of our Godn their foreheads.{Revelation 7:1-3
Tt Apparently, thésealing of the servants of our Godfiade a distinction, offered

them some kind of protection.
“And in that day_| will set aparthe land of Gosheimn which My people dwellthat ng
swarms of flies shall be theii@, order that you may know that | am the LORID the
midst of the land.will make a difference between My people and ygeople
Tomorrow this sign shall be(Exodus 8:22-23; 9:4, 25-26; 10:22-23; 11:5-7

And | heardhe number of those who were sealed. One hundred fomty-four

thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israelere sealedof the tribe ofludah

twelve thousand were sealed; of the trib®etibentwelve thousand were sealed; of

the tribe ofGadtwelve thousand were sealed; ... of the tribBerfjamintwelve

thousand were seale(Revelation 7:4-§

4. Who does Israel represent in this chapter? \ghhe significance of their numbsg
144,00

T “Israel” represents Godspiritual people Rom. 2:28-29; 9:3-6; Gal. 6:1%

T “Twelve Tribes”also represent the churdigt. 19:28; Luke 22:30; James 1:L

T 144,000= 12 x 12 x 10 x 10 x 10 All of God’s peoplesverywherehroughout the

entire earth No one is overlookedVatthew 10:28-31)!

Missing Dan, Ephraim? Leaders in idolattyKings 11:26; 12:25-33; Jdgs. 18

Ephraim often used to represent idolatrous namtkizmgdom.

— — —+

Judah Leads = King, tribe of David and Messiah?

: B +

3. Please compare and contrast this message to that depiEzkiel 92 How does this
enrich the meaning of the sealingRévelation 72

Tt Preceded by God showing Ezekiel the elders’ hidden, grotesqué&aahse({ 8.

Then He called out in my hearing with a loud voice, saying, tih@se who have charge
over the citydraw neareach with a deadly weapon in his harid... One man among the|
was clothed with linen aridad a writer’s inkhorn at his side ... and the LORD said to
him, “Go through the midst of the citythrough the midst of Jerusalem, gmat a mark on
the foreheads of the men who sigh and cry over all the abominations that are dadthén
it.” To the others He said in my hearing5b after himthrough the city andill; do not let
your eye spare, nor have any pitytterly slay old and young men, maidens and little

E]

children and womerhut do not come near anyone on whom is the mark; and begin atjMy
sanctuary” So they began with the elders who were before the temple. ... Just then, the man

clothed with linen, who had the inkhorn at his side, reported back and s$didy& done ag

You commanded mé (Ezekiel 9:1-11)

1t Followed by God departing from temple, killing 1 elder, and announcing judgment
(Ezekiel 10-12.

+ B +

Tt God’s wrath is not blind, hasty, or uncontrolled.

Tt God knows His people and makes a distinction getotg them from the
punishment due sinners.

Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stahdsing this seal” The Lord knows

those who are Hig and, “2Let everyone who names the name of Christ depatir

iniquity.” (2 Timothy 2:19; see alsol Kings 19:18; Isaiah 40:26-2y

1t Do we“sigh and cry over all the abominationsbr do we secretly partake them,
even if only vicariously? Do we also silently thirfigod does not see?

... take note, you have sinned against the LORDj@slire_your sin will find you

out. (Numbers 32:23

Tt Judgment begins at the house of God!

Tt For those whésigh and cry” (compare t@® Peter 2:7-9 — comfort and confidencg.

Tt God’s angels wilhot fail - “I have done as you commanded me”

T Even if the saint suffers with the sinner nd@g§, God ultimately reckons ...

4 A

5. How is this heavenly host described? What nighthe significance of tHgpalm
branches?

After these things | looked, and beh@dyreat multitude which no one could numhgr

of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongugtanding before the throne and before th
Lamb, clothed withwhite robes with palm branchesn their handsand crying out
with a loud voice saying,‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throraad
to the Lamb!” (Revelation 7:9-10Q

T 144,000- Numerableand were sealed agarth!

T InnumerableandBefore the Throne- All the redeemed iheaven(Gen. 13:1§.

T White Robes— symbols of victory, purity, and holiness.
+

Proscribing Salvation to God— Acknowledging that God is the source, owner df

their salvation. (Incidentally, this would likepreclude angelsiebrews 2:16)
T Palm Branches- Feast of Tabernaclekdyviticus 23:40-43; Nehemiah 8:14-18
Triumphal Entry John 12:12-23?
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All the angelsstood around the throne atige elders and the four living creatures
and fell on their faces before the throne awatshiped God, saying Amen! 'Blessing
and?glory and3wisdom “thanksgivingand®honor and®powerand’might, be to_our
God forever and everAmen.” Then one of the elders answered, sayimgeoWho
are these arrayed in white robes, and where did theyne fron?” (Rev. 7:11-13

1 Entire heavenly host — including all angels, eldansl 4 living creatures.

T Raise 7-fold blessing and praise.

T Returns attention to identity and condition ofs@obed in white before the throrje.

+ .

8. Does this image represent the then current stdt®se saints or does the symbo|
allow for this to pertain to the future? How daunow?

“Therefore theyare before the throne of God, asdrveHim day and night in His
temple. And He who sits on the thrang dwell among them. Theghallneither
hungeranymore nothirst anymore; the sushallnotstrikethem, nor any heat; for the
Lamb who is in the midst of the thron# shephercthem andeadthem to living
fountains of waters. And Gadll wipe away every tear from their eyeqRev.7:15-1%
Transitions fronpresenttense tduture tense.
Could be transition from present vision to futreality?
Could be emphasizing ongoing bliss — present anudle®@
Could be both?
Sneak peek of final vision iRevelation 21-22
Provides hope now for the persecuted, troubled gdebrews 6:17-19.
Motivates us tdseek first the kingdom of God and His righteoustiéMat. 6:33).

— — — — — — —+

*

: 4
6. What is ironic about the color of their robes &oav they obtained that color?
And | said to him, “Sir, you know.” So he said te,tiThese are thenes who come
out of the great tribulation andwashed their robeandmade them white in the bloo
of the Lamb” (Revelation 7:14
Tt “Washed” clean in“blood” .
Tt Shocking that what produces the worst stains resithe unremovable stains.
Tt ... Only because it i§he blood of the Lamb’
Tt Meaning of‘the great tribulation”?

« Could refer to all saints of all time, because Wautfer to some extent as Christians

(Acts 14:22; 2 Timothy 3:12; John 16:33

« Could refer to all saints who died specifically ithgrthe time of persecution associated
with the establishment of the church.

8 o "™ 279
7. What state is described for God’s people? Wppli@ation would this holdst
century saints? How does it help us? At whatrdihee or times did Gotdwell
among”His people?
“Therefore they ardefore the throne of Godand serve Him day and nightHis
temple AndHe who sits on the throne will dwell among theriTheyshall neither
hungeranymorenor thirst anymore; thesun shall not strikethem,nor any heat for
the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will ghigerd them and lead therto living
fountains of waters. An@od will wipe away every tear from their eye¢Rv.7:15-17
Tt God would provide temple, sanctuary for protecfier#:5-6; 49:10 Ez.37:27-28
Tt No“temple” in heaven, becausthe Lord God Almighty and the Lange its
templé (Revelation 21:22.
T God’s promise tédwell among them’has been extended and rejected multiple
times Genesis 3:8; Exodus 29:45; 1 Kings 6:)3Here it is finally realized.

T Revelation 4-16contains Three sets of Seven:

T Represent a progressive, escalating, incremertghjent from God and the Lam

T Exceptions will be few:

A2* A |

* Opening Seven Seald-8)
* Sounding Seven Trumpe®-11)
» Pouring Seven Vials, Bowl4%-16

with multiple opportunities for man to repent.

* Openedseals reveahnd initiate punishment.

»  Trumpets warnof further judgmentNum. 10:1-10; Ezekiel 33:3-6; Joel 2)1
+ Vials destroyyet even still incrementally.

» Flashbacks- Ascension of Christé(5), Introduction of Devil, Agents, and
Opposing ResponséZ-14

* Cut-scenes- Sealing of Saints7{, Little Book and Two Witnesse&@-11)

» Close-ups- Fall of Babylon 17-18, ArmageddonX9), Eternity 20-22)




And the smoke difie incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascehfefore God

from the angel's hand. Then the angelk the censer, filled it with fire from the altal

and threw it to the earthAnd there werénoises 2thunderings ®lightnings, and an

“earthquake So the seven angels who had the seven trumpetretethemselves to

sound(Revelation 8:4-6

3. What is implied by the angel filling his censethw/fire from the altar” and
throwing it“to the earth”?

T Prayers ascending before God indicate that theepsavere heard.

T Filling the censer with fire implies that a fieapswer was prepared in response

(Ezekiel 10.

Throwing the fire down to the earth clarifies teeipient beyond all doubt.

This concludes the opening of the seventh sedlpeepares the way for the

escalating sounding of the seven trumpets.

—+ —+

2

When He opened the seventh seal, there was siteheaven for about half an hour.
(Revelation 8:1)

1. What is the significance of tfisilence in heaven for about half an ho®”

A. Draws attention foemphasisanddramaticeffect for following awesome events.
B. Indicatesrespectandreverenceas heaven waits on God and the Lamb to act
Men listened to me and waited, Akept silence for my counselAfter my words they
did not speak again, And my speech settled on #setlew.” (Job 29:21-22

So when he had given him permission, Paul stodteastairs and motioned with his|
hand to the people. Andhen there was a great silence, he sptdé¢hem in the
Hebrew language, sayin¢icts 21:40

Let your women keep silent in the churchesr they are not permitted to speak; bu
they areto be submissiveas the law also saygl Corinthians 14:34)

Butthe LORD is_in His_holy templel et all the earth_keep silence before Him

(Habakkuk 2:20)

Then He spoke a parable to thetmat men_always ought to pray and not lose heart
saying: “There was in a certain city a judge whd diot fear God nor regard man.
Now there was a widow in that city; and she canteing saying, Get justice for me
from my adversary And he would not for a while; but afterward redswithin himsehI
‘Though | do not fear God nor regard man, petause this widow troubles me | will
avenge her, lest by her continual coming she wearg™ Then the Lord said, “Hear
what the unjust judge said. Aeball God not avenge His own elect who cry out dg
and night to Him though He bears long with them? | tell you tHatwill avenge
them speedilyNevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, wilk&lly find faith on
the earth?”(Luke 18:1-8)

T Argue from lesser to greater, selfish judge to‘jlisdge of all earth”(Gen. 18:25.
T Comforting God'avenges”quick as possiblegxo. 2:23-25; 1 Pt. 3:12; 2 Pt. 3)9
T Lesson: God hears, even if He waits, ‘&ways pray” and do‘not lose heart”.

8, 0 + 9

And | saw theseven angelaho stand before God, and to them were ga@ren

trumpets Then another angel, having a golden censer, Gamdestood at the altar. H{

was givermuch incense, that he should offer it with the prageof all the saintsupon

the golden altar which was before the throfievelation 8:2-3

2. Ifincense previously represented theayers of the saints'(5:8), then what is the
“much incense’offered“with the prayers of the saintsh 8:3?

T Represent something added to make prayers acteptab

Therefore, brethren, havirtgpldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jedisa

new and living waywhich He consecrated for us, through the \teit is, His flesh...

(Hebrews 10:19-20see alsoRomans 8:26-27, 34; Hebrews 7:25; John 9:31

T Purified prayers, removed of selfish and desweatontent fames 4:1-3.

Tt Comforting to know that He hears our prayers Heifalsafixes them.
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Thelfirst angel soundedAndhail and fire followed, mingled with bloodand they
were thrown to the earth. And a third of the treese burned up, and all green grassg
was burned up. Then tRgecond angel soundeédnd something like great mountain
burning with fire was thrown into the seaand a third othe sea became bloodAnd a|
third of the living creatures in the sea died, anthird of the ships were destroyed.
Then théthird angel soundedAnda great star felfrom heavenburning like a torch
andit fell on a third of the rivers and on the springsf water The name of the star i
Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood,raany men died from the
water, because it was made bitter. Then*fberth angel soundedAnd a third ofthe
sun was strucka third ofthe moon and a third othe stars so that a third of them
were darkenedA third ofthe day did not shine, and likewise the nigfRevelation
8:7-12
4. Compare and contrast the sounding of the firstttwmpets to the 10 plagues of

Egypt. What was the purpose of those plagues? gt these trumpets be

similar?

Then the second angel sounded: Aathething like a great mountain burning with

fire was thrown into_the seaand a third of the sea became blood. And a thirthe

living creatures in the sea died, and a third & ghips were destroyeRev. 8:8-9

5. Based on OT prophets’ usage'mbuntain”, what might be symbolized by a
“burning mountain”being cast intdthe sea?

T The“sea” seems to represent the collection of all peoplsons, and societies:

Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by nigirid beholdthe four winds of

heaven were stirring up the Great Sedndfour great beasts came up from the seg

each different from the other. ... | came near to @fitbose who stood by, and asked

him the truth of all this. So he told me andde known to me the interpretation of

these things‘Those great beasts, which are four, &er kings which arise out of thd

earth.”” (Daniel 7:2-3, 1%

But the wicked are like the troubled sea, Whearinot rest, Whose waters cast up

and dirt. (Isaiah 57:20

? De : A ) - )
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4. Compare and contrast the sounding of the firstttwmpets to the 10 plagues of
Egypt. What was the purpose of those plagues? it these trumpets be
similar?

*0
Then the third angel sounded: Aadjreat star fell from heaven, burning like a torch

and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the isigs of water The name of the star is
Wormwood A third of the waters became wormwood, arahy men died from the

10 Plagues (Exodus 7-12) | [4 Trumpets (Revelation 8) “.. for at this timel will send all My water, because it was made bittéRevelation 8:10-1)
;. \évmer to Blood ; First, Second, and Third plagues tou;furvde hearand o’:& 6. Can you find reference to another falling stathim Old Testament prophets?
. Frogs . your servants and on your peo i ing is simi i i i
S liee 3 o may know that there is mone 1k Assuming the meaning is similar, how might thiscaree bitter water?
4. Flies 4. Me in all the earth Now if | had
5. Pestilence of Cattle 5. stretched out My hand and struck y«
6. Boils 6. and your people with pestilence, the|
7. Halil 7. First you would have been cut off from th|
8. Locusts 8. First( of trees, all grass burned) | |earth. But indeed for this purpoke
9. Darkness 9. Fourth have raised you up, that | may sho
10. Death of the Firstborn 10. My power in yoy and thatMy name
may be declared in all the earthAs
yet you exalt yourself against My
peoplein that you will not let them
go.” (Exodus 9:14-1F
, : 2

Then the second angel sounded: Aathething like a great mountain burning with

fire was thrown into the seaand a third of the sea became blood. And a thirthe

living creatures in the sea died, and a third af ghips were destroye(Rev. 8:8-9

5. Based on OT prophets’ usageé‘'mbuntain”, what might be symbolized by a
“burning mountain”being cast intdthe sea”?

T Mountains represent centers of power & defensege Jgpowerful cities.

Now it shall come to pass in the latter days Tthatmountain of the LORD’S house

Shall be established on the top of the mountaiAsd shall beexalted above the hills

And all nations shall flow to i{lsaiah 2:2)

Tt Casting mountains down and burning them represkstisuction of such cities.

“And | will repay Babylon And all the inhabitants of Chdkea ...Behold, | am againg

you,O destroying mountainWho destroys all the earth,” says the LORD. “Andll

stretch out My hand against ydRoll you down from the rocks, And make you a bu

mountain.” (Jeremiah 51:24-2%

nt

The burden against Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw“Behold, | will stir upthe Medes against thenWho will not
regard silver; And as for gold, they will not delightin it. ... Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, The beauty of the Chaldegitle,
Will beas when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah Forthe LORD will have mercy on Jacoland will stillchoose Israeland
settle them in their own land. The strangers will be joined with them, and itheling to the house of Jacob. ... you will takethis

staff of the wickedihe scepter of the rulesHe who struck the people in wrath with a continual strélewho ruled the nations in
anger, Is persecuted and no one hindeTéie whole earth is at rest and quiéthey break forth into singing. ... Hell from beneath
excited about you, To meet you at your coming; It stirs up the dead for you, Alleheres of the earth; It hasised up from their
thrones All the kings of the nationsThey all shall speak and say to yddave you also become as weak as we? Have you bec
like us?Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, And the sound of your stringed instruments; The maggot is sprgad,uutwormg
cover you.'How you are fallen from heaven, O LucifgHeb. light-bearer, morning-star), son of the morningy How you are cut
down to the ground, You who weakened the natiof®r you have said in your heart:will ascend into heaven, | will exalt my
throne above the stars of Gotlwill also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the haihascend above
the heights of the clouds, T will be like the Most HigiYetyou shall be brought down to Sheol, To the lowest depths of the Pit
Those who see you will gaze at you, And consider you, sajginlgis' the man who made the earth tremblé&ho shook kingdoms,
Who made the world as a wilderness And destroyed its cities, Who did not open the hisusgsoners?All the kings of the
nations All of them, sleep in glory, Everyone in his own hoBsyou are cast out of your graveike an abominable branch, Like
the garment of those who are slain, Thrust through with a sword, Who go down to the stones ofiteeamrpse trodden
underfoot. You will not be joined with them in burial, Because you have destroyed yomdesidin your people. The brood of
evildoers shall never be named. Prepare slaughter for his children Because of thg ofitheir fathers, Lest they rise up and

proverb against the king of Babylorand say: “How the oppressor has ceased, The golden city ceased! The LORD hashiroken t

hire

possess the land, And fill the face of the world with cities. For | willgisagainst them,” says the LORD of hosts, “/ndi off from
3 name and remnant, And o e, says the LOR. (Isaiah 13:1:14:2¢
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Then the third angel sounded: Aadjreat star fell from heaven, burning like a torchj
and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the isiys of water The name of the star is
Wormwood A third of the waters became wormwood, arahy men died from the
water, because it was made bittéRevelation 8:10-1)
6. Can you find reference to another falling stathim Old Testament prophets?

Assuming the meaning is similar, how might thiscarce bitter water?
T Star falling was associated with destruction djfrty king of Babylonléa.13-19.
T “Wormwood” was often associated with miserable food & drinkaptivity:
therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the Gosraél: “Behold,| will feed them,
this people, with wormwood, and give them wategefl to drink. | will scatter them
also among the Gentiles, whom neither they nor fagiers have known. And | will
send a sword after them until | have consumed th@#n9:15-16;23:15;Lam.3:15-19)
T Also associated with spirit idolatry and end oharlotry (Deu. 29:18; Pro. 5:4
T Combining the symbols, would refer to the falbajreat persecuting king that

would have made the people bitter and sorro

2

7. According to the flying angel (or eagle), whatsvia be associated with each of t
three remaining trumpet blasts? They were consitas what?

And | looked, and | heard an angel flying throubl midst of heaven, saying with a

loud voice, ‘Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the eartfecause ahe remaining

blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who areabto sound’ (Revelation 8:13

Tt Remaining blasts (#5-#7) would be so severe he tassified asvoes”.

Tt “Historians agree thathree major factorscontributed to Rome’s demiseatural

calamity, internal rottennessandoutside invasion It seems these three areas aje

symbolized, first, in the warning sounds of thenpets, and again, but more
completely, in the outpouring of God's wrath frdme seven bowls which are yet {
be revealed.” (Harkrider , 103)

D
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1. What was the source of the first woe (soundinthef3 trumpet)? What is
suggested by this source? What does it represent?

Thenthe fifth angel soundedAnd | saw a_star fallen from heaven to the earth. To

him was given the key to the bottomless pit. A@dpened the bottomless péind

1smoke arose out of the dike the smoke of a great furnace.t8e sun and the air

were darkenedecause of the smoke of the pit. Tt of the smoke locusts came

upon the earth And to them was given power, as the scorpiottseoéarth have powef.

(Revelation 9:1-3

Associated with realm of dead, perditi®ofans 10:7; Revelation 11:7; 17)8
Associated with realm of demonsauke 8:31).

The Devil later cast into it before millennium zewise after itRevelation 20:1-7.
This suggests that the ultimate source of this iwtlee Devil and his demons....
“Fallen star” could be ruler, like8:10, or the Devil Luke 10:18; Rev. 12:9-12

— — — — — —+

But, this“fallen star” affects the earth-dwellers, not ChristiaR&yelation 9:4.

2. What effect did it have on the elements? Islitésal? If not, what does it mean
And he opened the bottomless pit, amtbke arose out of the pit like the smoke of
great furnace Sothe sun and the air were darkened because of the lsenaf the pit
Then out of the smoke locusts came upon the éarthto them was given power, as
scorpions of the earth have pow@evelation 9:2-3

T Could be emphasizing the extreme torment assdorta this woe.

T Or, loss of light indicates loss of direction,esftassociated with rulers’ guidance.
T Further indicates the one opening the pit is hyrakihough influenced himself.

the
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3. Describe what came out of the pit? Please peoydir best guess as to the
significance of each attribute? What do thesetarea represent? Please compgre
and contrast their description to that of the day army described idoel 2:1-17?

Thenout of the smoke locusts came upon the eadind to them was given powas

the 1scorpions of the earth have power.. Their torment walike the torment of a

scorpion when it strikes a manin those days men will seek death and will imak it;

they will desire to die, and death will flee fronem. The shape of the locusts Viles
2horses prepared for battl®On their heads wererowns of something like golcand
their “faces were like the faces of mefhey hadhair like women'’s hair and their

Steeth were like lions’ teethAnd they hadbreastplates like breastplates of irpand

the®sound of their wings was like the sound of charietith many horses running

into battle They hadtails like scorpionsand there werstings in their tails Their

power was to hurt men five montfRevelation 9:3-10.

2 B2

4. Who was their target? What can we learn frosfthi
They were commandedt to harm the grass of the earth, or any greenrtbi or any
treg butonly those men who do not have the seal of God orirtfezeheads (Rv.9:4)
T Not natural locusts, because only attacked mert plants.
T Not natural disaster, because only affects uniesite
1t Comforting that:
* God knows us and makes a distinctie.(8:22-23; 2 Tim. 2:19; Eze. 9:1-1)1
* We do can avoid some punishment &odment” through righteousness.
* Wickedness brings its own penalty even now.
Likewise also the men, leaving the natural uséefitoman, burned in their lust for
one another, men with men committing what is shalefdreceiving in themselves
the penalty of their error which was dueAnd everas they did not like to retain God|
in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debaséut, to do those things which
are not fitting;(Romans 1:27-28

. *
)

What thechewing locusteft, the swarming locust has eatelVhat the swarming locust lethe crawling locust ha:
eaten And what the crawling locust lethe consuming locust has eaten. Fora nation has come up against M
land, Strong, and without numbeiHis teeth are_the teeth of a lion, And he has thngs of a fierce lion He has
laid waste My vine, And ruined My fig tree; He Isttipped it bare and thrown it away; Its branchee made white|
... Blow the trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm inidly mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the detremble;
For the day of the LORD is coming, For it is at HarA day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds ¢hick
darkness Like the morning clouds spread over the mountairseople come, great and strong, The like of who
has never been; Nor will there ever be any suatr afiem, Even for many successive generatiofige Aevours
before them, And behind them a flame burriEhe land is like the Garden of Eden before thangbehind them a
desolate wildernessSurely nothing shall escape them. Their appeeeds likethe appearance of horseéndlike
swift steeds, so they runwitha noise like_chariots Over mountaintops they ledjkethe noise of a flaming fire
that devours the stubble.ike a strong people set in battle array. Befirem the people writhe in pain; All faces
are drained of color. Theyin like mighty men Theyclimb the wall like men of warEvery onemarches in
formation, And theydo not break ranks Theydo not push one anotheEvery onemarches in his own column
Though theyunge between the weapoyihey arenot cut down They run to and frin the city, They ruron the
wall; They climbinto the housesThey enteat the windows like a thief Theearth quakes before thenThe
heavens tremble; The sun and moon grow dark, And ghars diminish their brightness TheLORD gives voice

before His army For His camp is very great; For strong is the Qmieo executes His word. For the day of the
LORD s croatand ooterriblo AL, ndun (Joall 4.2:.11)

* n 2 *

5. How long did they afflict men? What might thiam?

And they wer@ot given authority_to kill them butto torment them for_five months

Their torment was like the torment of a scorpioremit strikes a man. In those day:

men will seek death and will not find it; they wdésire to die, and death will flee fro

them.(Revelation 9:5-§

T Would have killed, but limited in authority; thévee, God restrained them:

And the LORD said to Satan, “Behoddl that he has is in your power; only do not |

a hand on his persori So Satan went out from the presence of the LORNd the

LORD said to Satan, “Beholtig is in your hand, but spare his life (Job 1:12, 2:6

T The“five months”may indicate only part of man’s capacity, whetteeendure or t
torment, as interrupted by God.

N
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3. Describe what came out of the pit? Please peoydir best guess as to the
significance of each attribute? What do theseterea represent? Please compdre
and contrast their description to that of the day army described idoel 1:4-2:11)

Revelation 9:3-10 Joel 1:4-2:11 Meaning — Revelation 9:3-10

1. Sun and air darkened 1. Darkness, sun darkened, earthquakd. Loss of direction, guidance

2. Torment like scorpions 2, 2. Power to torturelat.8:6; 2Pet.2:8
3. Shaped like war horses 3. Appearance of horses, swift steeds|3. Strong, fast, enduring

4. Gold-like crowns §tephanop | 4. 4. Appearance of victory

5. Men's faces 5. 5. Use of men, intellect

6. Women's hair 6. 6. Use of women, beauty

7. Lion's teeth 7. Lion's teeth and fangs 7. \Voracious, aggressive

8. Breastplates of iron 8, 8. Resistant to defeat, being stoppe
9. Sounded like many chariots | [9. Noise like chariots, fire, army 9. Intimidating, overwhelming

10. Barbed scorpion tails. 10. 10. Unexpected, poisonous attack.

11. Nation without number

12. Devour the land like fire

13. Organized

14. Cannot be stopped by weapons.
15. Get into everything
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6. Who is their king? How is he théing?

And they haas king over them the angel of the bottomless pihosename in
Hebrew is Abaddonbutin Greek he has the name Apollyo(Revelation 9:11

Hell and Destructionare before the LORD; So how much more the heattseogons d
men.(Proverbs 15:1)

Hell and Destruction are never fullSo the eyes of man are never satisf{ed.27:20)
Destruction and Deatlsay, ‘We have heard a report about it with our €a(3b.28:22)
You areof your father the devijlandthe desires of your father you want to dde was|
a murderer from the beginningand does not stand in the truth, because thene is
truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks ffisrawn resources, for he is a liar
and the father of ittJohn 8:44)

T “Destroyer” is opposite ofCreator” (Isaiah 40:28; Romans 1:2p

T Reference to the Devil, or those influenced by @ohn 8:44; 13:2.




A,

One woe is pasBehold, stiltwo more woes are coming aftérese thinggRev. 9:19

7. What might this woe represent? What are thezests? How do they really torment men
Is it suggesting a plague of demon possession?

T Most likelynot demon possession because ended with Messianitage 10:17-20;
Zechariah 13:1-3.

Tt People may perform the will of the Devil and demas much as they give themselves o
to do their will James 3:14-16; 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Cor. 11:13-15; John#4; 13:2).

There isa generation that curses its fatheAnddoes not bless its motheiThere is a generatig

that ispure in its own eyes, Yet is not washfeom its filthiness. There is a generation — ohwi

lofty are their eyes! And their eyelids are lifigpl Therds a generation whose teeth are like

swords, And whose fangs are like knives, To devitlier poor from off the earth, And the need

from among men. THeech has two daughters — Give and Gividhere are three things that al

never satisfied, Four never say, “Enough!”... The eye that mocks his father, And scorns

obedience to his motheiThe ravens of the valley will pick it out, Ané §foung eagles will eat

it. (Proverbs 30:11-1%

[]

R

T

1 Just one example of destruction arising from withecause of internal, moral rottenness.

n C * 4 n *

9. Describe the army lead by them? Do they reptegsod or evil forces? How car]
you tell?

Nowthe number of the army of the horsemen was two heedimillion; | heard the
number of them. And thus | saw the horses inilierv those who sat on them had
breastplates of fieryred, hyacinthblue, and sulfur®yellow; and theheads of the
horses were like the heads of ligrendout of their mouths caméfire, 2smoke, and
Sbrimstone By these_three plagues a third of mankind was killedby the fire and th
smoke and the brimstone which came out of theirthsouFortheir power is in their
mouth and in their tails for their tails are like_serpents, having heads; and with ithqg
they do harm(Revelation 9:16-19see alsoRevelation 16:12-1%
T Represent a deadly external arrdgrémiah 46:2-10? Multiple external armies?
1t 200,000,000 (2 x 10 x I0- A more than sufficient army, doubled.
T Could this be variouplagues” — natural disasters?
T Again limited to affecting onlyone third of mankind”

. 20

10.What was the expected result of these woesranmgpet blasts? From this, what

we learn about the nature of God and our own huma&umre?
Butthe rest of mankindwho werenot killed by these plaguedid not repent of the
works of their handsthat they shouldot worship demons, and idotsf gold, silver,
brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see ear hor walk. Andhey did_not
repent of their murdersor their sorceriesor their sexual immoralityor their thefts
(Revelation 9:20-2)
T Hope and expectation that they shaelpent
T God does not want anyone to be lost, destroyétefer 3:9; Ezekiel 18:23, 30-32
T Multiple opportunities are extendéahtil there is no remedy’(2 Chr. 36:15-1§.
T Generally, men dootrespond to these warningdgtthew 7:13).

2 "

8. Do the four angels bound at the Euphrates represal angels? Are they good of
evil? What is the significance of these angelsrigabbeert‘prepared for the hour
and day and month and ye&"What could these angels represent?

Thenthe sixth angel sounded\nd | hearda voice from the four horns of the golden

altar which is before Godsaying to the sixth angel who had the trumpRglease the

four angels who are bound at the great river Eupheat’ Sothe four angels, who
had been prepared for the hour and day and month ayer, were released to kil

third of mankind(Revelation 9:13-1%

Tt Providentially, God ma$prepare” things for His purposelpnah 1:17; 4:6-§.

T Angels over nations fought against other angetstions Daniel 10:13, 20-11:1

T Could these represent external nations waitirajteck the persecuting empire?

T “Four” represents the world, so maybe armies from all theerelevant world?

1 Associated again wit‘prayers of the saints (8:3-5).




3. What is the significance of him standing on bibthsea and the land?

He had a little book open in his hand. Amelset his right foot on the sea and his leff

foot on the land ... (Revelation 10:9

T Suggests power, authorityerall aspects, domains of our world (land and sea).

T Emphasizes his might and power ... and credikalitg significance of his words &
his “little book” .

T May suggest broad applicability of tHitle book” .

2, "

1. Describe thismighty angel”? How does he compare to descriptions of other

beings recorded thus far in Revelation?
| saw stillanother mighty(Gr., ischurog angelcoming down from heavetipthed
with a cloud Anda rainbow was on his headhis face was like the syrand hisfeet
like pillars of fire. (Revelation 10:1)
“Then | sawa strong(Gr., ischurog angel proclaiming with a loud voicé'Who is
worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seal@R&velation 5:2
Then | savanother angelscending from the eastaving the seal of the living Gad
Andhe cried with a loud voicéo the four angels to whom it was granted to hamen t
earth and the segRevelation 7:2
T Most powerful one observed thus far. Cloud asgediwith divine judgment.
T Description seems to enhance impression of higp@wisdom, glory, power).

) ) .
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4. Why were the words uttered by the seven thurskatked? Why is this told to us,
we cannot know what they said?

andcried with a loud voiceas whera lion roars When he cried ouseven thunders

uttered their voices Now when the seven thunders uttered their voliceas about to

write; but | heard a voice from heaven saying to nfgedl up the things which the

seven thunders uttered, and do not write thér(Revelation 10:3-4.

T Daniel was tdshut up the words and seal the book” because they applied to
“the time of the end(Daniel 9:24; 12:3-4, 9. Required preservation, not hiding

T Paul*heard inexpressiblevords ...not lawful for a manto utter’ (2 Cor. 12:1-4.

T Jesus previouslposedthe “scroll ... sealedwith seven seals(Revelation 5-6.

T “The secret things belong to Go@Deu. 29:29. More plans than revealed.

T Enhances image, credibility of angel, his worderded by John, aritittle book” .

T Roar of lion often associated with God’s judgmamd protectionJeremiah 25:30;
Hosea 11:10; Joel 3:16; Amos 3)8

if
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| saw stillanother mighty(Gr., ischurog angelcoming down from heavecipthed
with a cloud Anda rainbow was on his headhis face was like the syrand hisfeet
like pillars of fire. (Revelation 10:9

2. Could this‘mighty angel” be Jesus?

“another” (Gr.,allos) — another of theamekind (in contrast tdnetero§ — not Jesug.

+

T John does not fall down and worship this anged, With JesusJohn 1:17).

T However, the shared characteristics with the diyaloud, rainbow, sun, fire)
indicate not only his power but his divine authgrdommissioning.

T In other words, he was sent and empowered by God.

Tt Other angels who could be mistaken for Je818%; 14:14-20.

2 /

Give unto the LORD, O you mighty ones, Give urgd_thRD glory and strength. Giy
unto the LORD the glory due to His name; WorsheU®RD in the beauty of holine!
Thevoice of the LORDSs over the watersThe God of glory thundersThe LORD is
over many waters. Theice of the LORDs powerful; Thevoice of the LORDSs full
of majesty. Theoice of the LORbreaks the cedars, Yes, the LORD splinters the
cedars of Lebanon. He makes them also skip likfalebanon and Sirion like a
young wild ox. Theoice of the LORDdivides the flames of fire. Theice of the
LORD shakes the wilderness; The LORD shakes the WilsewfKadesh. Thaice
of the LORDmakes the deer give birth, And strips the foreate;pAnd in His temple
everyone says, “Glory!” The LORD sat enthronedre Flood, And the LORD sits a
King forever. The LORD will give strength to Hisopée; The LORD will bless His
people with peacéPsalm 29:1-1)

T God’s voice equated to thundelohn 12:27-31

»n D




The angel whom | sastanding on the sea and on the land raised up hisH to heaven and
swore by Himwho lives forever and evevho createdtheavenand the things that are in it, the|
2earthand the things that are in it, and tPeeaand the things that are in ithat there should be}
delay no longer, but in the days of the soundingtbé seventh angeivhen he is about to
soundthe mystery of God would be finished, as He dectate His servants the prophets
(Revelation 10:5-7

5. What is thismystery”? The Messiah dying on the cross? Unificatiodenfs and Gentiles
how that by revelation He made known to me theany$as | have briefly written already, by
which, when you reagou may_understand my knowledge in the mystery ofi€f), which in
other ages was not made known to the sons ofasdhhas_now been revealed by the Spirit ]
His holy apostles and prophetthatthe Gentiles should be fellow heirsf the same body, an
partakers of His promise in Christ through the geisp.to make all see what is the fellowship
the mysterywhich from the beginning of the ages has beeddridn God who created all thin
through Jesus Christ; to the intethiat now the manifold wisdom of God might be made ko
by the church to the principalities and powershie heavenly placeé:phesians 3:3-1)

Tt That mystery is alreadynade known’; “revealed”. This“mystery” is something else ...

R}
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The angel whom | sastanding on the sea and on the land raised up his hand to heaven_amdes
by Him who lives forever and everho createdtheavenand the things that are in it, tfearth and
the things that are in it, and tHeeaand the things that are in ithat there should be delay no longe|
but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angehen he is about to sourttle mystery of God
would be finished, as He declared to His servants the propH&svelation 10:5-F

6. What exactly is no longer delayed? What can we cdadltom learning thdiin the days of the
sounding of the seventh angel ... the mystery of God would be finisheddesl&ted to His
servants the prophets’egarding the applicability of the OT?

Presumably, refers to end of patience and warrdr@h{. 36:16) — beginning of destruction.
Most OT prophecies point to judgment and at most, ésitablessianic kingdom.

Very few foretell eventsfter Messiah and destruction of Jerusalddariel 2:44; 7; 9:20-27; 10
possiblyZechariah 13-14 although this may point to destruction of Jerusalem).

These few point to the destruction of the empire rulihgn the Messianic kingdom is establish|
These few remaining unfulfilled prophecies are about tiulfided!

Eliminates application to destruction of Jerusalem, imeaf prophecies about Rome.

Could also eliminate Futurist position because so manprofhecies remain unfulfilled.

T —

5:.17-19

Thenthe voice which | heard from heaven spoke to me iagand said, ‘Go, take the

little book which is operin the hand of the angel who stands on the seaparitie

earth.” So | went to the angel and said to hirGie me the little book And he said

to me, ‘“Take and_eat jtandit will make your stomach bitterbut it will beas sweet a:

honey in your mouthi” Then | took the little book out of the angéiand anchte it

and it wasas sweet as honey in my moutButwhen | had eaten it, my stomach

became bitter(Revelation 10:8-10

7. What other prophets were commanded to eat bouks@olls? What is this
significance of them eating these messages? Wiapiied by the book beirigs
sweet as honey in your mouthtit making John’s stomach bitter?

T Similar thoughts ifEzekiel 2-3and similar issue ideremiah 15:16-18

8+ , |9

T As God dealt with all nations prior, this persecutamgpire faces unavoidable judgment aftétrampet.
Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, who are on the mountain of Sakéieoppress the popWho

crush the needyWho say to your husbands, “Bring wine, let us drink!” The Lord GOD has sworn by Hi

holiness: “Behold, the days shall come upon you When Heakél you away with fishhooksAnd your
posterity with fishhooks. .1l gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, And lack of brewelll your
places;Yet you have not returned to MeSays the LORD. “l alséwithheld rain from yoy When there
were still three months to the harvest. | made it rain on one city, | witnhieldrom another city. One part
was rained upon, And where it did not rain the part withered. So two or three cities wandanedhter city|
to drink water, But they were not satisfiétt you have not returned to MeSays the LORD. “Fblasted
you with blight and mildewWhen your gardens increased, Your vineyards, Your fig trees, And your ol
trees, Thélocust devoured them; Yet you have not returned to,Mgays the LORD. “I sent among you
Splague after the manner of Egyp¥our®young men | killed with a swordAlong with your captive horse
| made the stench of your camps come up into your nostetsyou have not returned to MeSays the

LORD. ‘I "overthrew some of yquAs God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, And you were like a firebf:

plucked from the burningfet you have not returned to MeSays the LORD. “Therefore thus will I do to
you, O Israel; Because | will do this to y@repare to meet your God Israel!” For behold, He who
forms mountains Andcreates the windWhodeclares to man what his thought,isindmakes the morning

@

darkness Whotreads the high places of the earthThe LORD God of hosts is His narffemos 4:1-13

E B %0 ,

“But you, son of man, hear what | say to you. Do not be rebellious like that rebellious
house;open your mouth and eawhat | give you.” Now when | looked, there veaband
stretched out to me; and behold, a scroll of a book was.inTihen He spread it before m
and there wasvriting on the inside and on the outsid@andwritten on it were
lamentations and mourning and woeMoreover He said to me, “Son of maat what you
find; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Ista&lo | opened my mouth, and H{
caused me to eat that scrolAnd He said to me, “Son of mdeed your belly, and fill you
stomach with this scrolthat | give you.” Sd ate, and it was in my mouth like honey in
sweetness... Moreover He said to me: “Son of magceive into your heart all My words
that | speak to youand hear with your ears. And go, get to the captives, to the childrg
your people, and speak to them and tell them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD,” whether th|
hear, or whether they refuse.” ... So the Spirit lifted me up and took me awayyantin
bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the LORD wasisj upon me Then ||
came to the captives at Tel Abib, who dwelt by the River Chebar; and | satthdesat,

In of
2

and remained there astonished among them seven (Egskiel 2:8-3:15
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7. What other prophets were commanded to eat bauksaolls? What is this
significance of them eating these messages? Wirapiied by the book beirigs
sweet as honey in your mouthtit making John’s stomach bitter?

T God's teachers must first fill themselves with Mierd Matthew 7:1-5; 1 Timothy

4:15-16; Ezra 7:1Q.

Honey- Learning God’s Word first brings great joy, hapgsis, and satisfaction.

Bitterness— Eventually, it will produce unhappy conflidéiatthew 10:16-42).

Bitterness is not the end of His Word for the hievemd obedient.

God'’s Word ultimately produces great joy in savirtigers and ourselve8 John 4.

T But, there is inevitable bitterness along the wagn't be naive. Be prepared.

For Ezra hadprepared his hearto ‘seek the Law of the LORDand to?do it, and to

Steach statutes and ordinancés Israel. (Ezra 7:10)

1 Count the cost indvance(Luke 14:25-35.

—+ —+ —+ —+

: I
And he said to me,You must prophesy agaiaboutmany peoplesnations tongues
andkings.” (Revelation 10:1)
8. What was the meaning behind John’s prophetic weikg unfinished at this poin
in the book?
Although the OT prophets’ mystery was now madeifean...
Although John had preached and foretold so muelady ...
He personally was not yet finished.
There was more to reveal that he was to proclaanwould apply tdmany
peoples, nations, tongues, and kings”
Most likely applies to last half &evelation, chaptersl2-22 which specifically
targets many such people.

—+ — —+ —+

—+
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1. InEzekiel 40-48 a similar symbol of measuring and proclaimingtéraple’s
dimensions is employed. What is the purpose o$yebol as originally used
(Ezekiel 40:1-5; 43:1-12; 48:3® How is the measuring of the temple used in
Revelation 177

T Original purpose was to emphasize failure to conf original law, design:

“Son of mandescribe the temple to the house of Israel, thathmay be ashamed 0|

their iniquities; and let them measure the pattern. And if theyashamed of all that

they have donenake known to them the design of the templed its arrangement, it:
exits and its entrances, its entire design andsibrdinances, all its forms and all its
laws. Write it down in their sight,_so that they may keip whole desigrand all its

ordinancesand perform theni’ (Ezekiel 43:10-1).

: 2%

1. InEzekiel 40-48 a similar symbol of measuring and proclaimingtéraple’s
dimensions is employed. What is the purpose o$yiebol as originally used
(Ezekiel 40:1-5; 43:1-12; 48:3® How is the measuring of the temple used in
Revelation 177

T Original purpose was to emphasize failure to conf original law, design.

T Additional purpose was emphasize holiness, sod®atti dwell there:

The Spirit lifted me up and brought me into theemeourt; and beholdhe glory of thd

LORD filled the templeThen | heard Him speaking to me from the tenide a

man stood beside me. And He said to me, “Son of tharisthe place of My throne

and the place ahe soles of My feet, where | will dwell in the midsf the children of

Israel forever No more shall the house of Israel defile My hwdyne, .. Now let them

put their harlotry and the carcasses of their kingsr away from Me, and | will dwell

in their midst forever’ (Ezekiel 43:4-9.
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1. InEzekiel 40-48 a similar symbol of measuring and proclaimingtéraple’s
dimensions is employed. What is the purpose oyinebol as originally used
(Ezekiel 40:1-5; 43:1-12; 48:3® How is the measuring of the temple used in
Revelation 177

T Original purpose was to emphasize failure to conft original law, design.

Tt Additional purpose was emphasize holiness, sod@attl dwell there.

T However, inRevelation 11the point is to show protection of God’s people:

Then | was given a reed like a measuring rod. Avedaingel stood, saying, “Rise and

measure the temple of God, the altar, and those wiwoship there Butleave out the|

court which is outsidehe temple, ando not measure it, for it has been given to thq

Gentiles Andthey will tread the holy city underfodor forty-two months.”

(Revelation 11:1-3.

Message o@ssuranceandprotectionsimilar to numbering ifRevelation 7:1-8

2 C -

Then | was given a reed like a measuring rod. Awedsingel stood, saying, Rise and
measure the temple of God, the altar, and thosewdrship there. Bueave out the
court which is outside the templand do not measure it, fdrhas been given to the
Gentiles And they wiltread the holy city underfodor forty-two monthg(Rev.11:1-9
2. How would“Gentiles ... tread the holy city underfoot for fottyo months?
T God knows & will preserve a remnant of His peqgl@imothy 2:19).
T Possible applications:
» Persecution may physically destroy outer body n§iom citizens, but soul &
kingdom cannot be touchemMlétthew 10:16-2§.
» Persecution may spiritually destroy cultural, noahi@hristians, but true
Christians will stand firmNlatthew 13:24-43.
T Both applications are taught and offer realisticairagement.

2 C -

Then | was given a reed like a measuring rod. Ardangel stood, saying, Rise and
measure the temple of God, the altar, and thosewdrship there. Bueave out the
court which is outside the templand do not measure it, fdrhas been given to the
Gentiles And they wiltread the holy city underfodor forty-two months(Rev.11:1-9
2. How would“Gentiles ... tread the holy city underfoot for fottyo months?

T God knows & will preserve a remnant of His ped@l@imothy 2:19):

2 C -

“And it shall come to pass in all the land,” SayetLORD, “Thatwo-thirds in it shall
be cut off and digButone-third shall be left in it: | will bring the o®-third through
the fire, Will refine them as silver is refined, And téstrh as gold is teste@ihey will
call on My name, And | will answer them will say, ‘This is My people’; And each
one will say, ‘The LORD is my God.” Behold, tlag df the LORD is coming, And
your spoil will be divided in your midstFor | will gatherall the nations to battle
against JerusalemThe city shall be takenThe houses rifled, And the women
ravished Half of the city shall go into captivity, But theemnant of the people shall
not be cut off from the city Then the LORD will go forth And fight againstsk
nations, As He fights in the day of bat{Bechariah 13:8-14:3

20

3. How are these two witnesses described? WhaT&ithment prophets had similgr
powers? Who could these two witnesses represel@@se also considéechariah
4:1-14,

“And | will give power to my two witnessesmd they willprophesy?one thousand tw

hundred and sixty days$clothed in sackcloth These aréthe two olive treeand>sthe

two lampstands standing before the God of the earfind if anyone wants to harm
them Sfire proceeds from their mouth and devours theire@mnies And if anyone want
to harm them, he must be killed in this manneesgfave power to shut heaveso
that no rain falls in the days of their prophecyickthey?have power over waters to
turn them to bloodand to°strike the earth with all plaguesas often as they desire.
(Revelation 11:3-¢

1z
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3. How are these two witnesses described? Whal&igment prophets had similgr
powers? Who could these two witnesses represele&se also considéechariah
4:1-14

Two is measure of confidence, providing legal eitya(Ecc. 4:9-11; Mat. 18:19.
Prophesy refers to their proclamation of truthdGaVord.

1260 days — talk about next time

Sackcloth is associated with mourni@e6. 37:34; Jer. 6:26.

Olive trees and lampstands are combined to shfieecf and institution which
provides God's light to the worl@géchariah 4:1-14; 1 Tim. 3:15; Mat. 5:14-1%
Represents the church and especially her apastteprophets proclaiming God's|
Word to the world during time of persecution shosfter establishment of church
Fire represents the convicting, condemning powéreoWord (er. 5:14; 23:29.
Figures of Moses and Elijah suggest the apostiépeophets who have come in
their same power, as John the Baptist did of EliMat. 11:1-15; 17:1-5.

—+ —+ —+ —+ —+ —+

—+ —+
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Nowafter the three-and-a-half daythe breath of life from God entered them, #mely
stood on their feetandgreat fear fell on those who saw thenfAnd they heard a loud
voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up herad they ascended to heaven in
cloud, andtheir enemies saw thenfRevelation 11:11-12
6. What is symbolized by the death, resurrectiod,astension of these two
witnesses?
T Compare tdresurrection” of Israel in returning to home lanBZekiel 37:1-14.
T Their message — the gospel and its veracity — wiackoated.
T Their ministry appeared to be defeated, but eften literal death, the truth
continued to be proclaimed and spread.

When they finish their testimonythe beast that ascends out of the bottomless pimaike
war against them, overcome them, and kill therAnd their dead bodies will lie the
street of the great citwhichspiritually is called_Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord|
was crucified (Revelation 11:7-§.

4. What cities have beénpiritually called Sodom and Egyp? What did these symbols|
convey when originally used? Is this a literal reference to Jem8aHow do you
know?

The beast from the bottomless pit will be discusserieirelation 13and17.

“Great city” refers to‘Babylon” (Rev. 14:8; 16:19; 17:5, 18; 18:2, 10, 16, 18, 19).2
Sodom represents morally depraved judged by Gad 1:10; 3:9; Jer. 23:14; Eze. 16
Egypt represents rebellious nation holding God'’s people in captivity.

Jerusalem represents city and nation rejecting, killing God's prophiatthéw 23:33-
39; Luke 13:33-35.

If Sodom and Egypt are figurative, then would not Jerusalem be figurative too?
|+ _Renresents either city of Rome or Roman ey

—+ — —+ — —+

—+
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7. What events climax the second woe? How is #nget different than recipients of
previous judgments?
In the same hour there waggreat earthquakeanda tenth of the city fellIn the
earthquakeseven thousand people were killehdthe rest were afraid and gave glg
to the God of heavenThe second woe is past. Behold, the third waensing quickly.
(Revelation 11:13-1%
T Earthquakes symbolize catastrophic judgment frad @aiah 24:17-23; 29:5-6;
Jeremiah 10:10; Psalm 97:1-%
T Tenth of the city falling and destruction of a tpam represents partial destruction
T Result produced fear and acknowledgement of Gatchdtt true repentancdgmes
2:19; Matthew 27:3-5.
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5. Why would“peoples, tribes, tongues, and nation=8lebrate the death of these two
witnesses?

Then those from thgeoples, tribes, tongues, and nationdl see their dead bodighree-and-a-|

half days andnot allow their dead bodies to be put into gravésid those who dwell dhe

earth will rejoice over themmake merry, and send gifts to one anothecause these two

prophets tormented those who dwell on the eatfRevelation 11:9-10

Tt The“peoples, tribes, tongues, and nationgpresents all people of thigreat city”,
encompassing the whole empire. (Notice use of 4.)

Tt 3% days is parallel to 1260 days in general megtint different specific application —a
broken, interrupted period of complete time (%2 pfeken less than 1260 days in this casg.

“And this is the condemnation, that the light hasne into the world, anohen loved darkness

rather than light, because their deeds were evil. Eweryone practicing evil hates the light

and does not come to the lighgst his deeds should be expose@@ohn 3:19-20

T They were hated for making people feel guilty emtibing them of excuses for their sin ard
lack of repentancel¢hn 15:18-25.
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8. Summarize the declarations and worship extenfledthe seventh trumpet
sounded?

Thenthe seventh angel soundednd there werdoud voices in heaversaying, “The

kingdoms of this world have become the kingdom®of Lord and of His Christ and

He shall reign forever and ever!” And the twendyxf elders who sat before God on

their thrones fell on their faces and worshiped Gsaying: “We give You thanks, O

Lord God Almighty, The One who is and who was amal i&/to come, Becau¥eu

have taken Your great power and reigne@he nations were angry, and Your wrath

has come, Anthe time of the dead, that they should be judg@ddthat You should

reward Your servants the prophets and the sajiitad those who fear Your name,

small and great, Andhould destroy those who destroy the edrtfRev. 11:15-18

T Recognizes God no longer warning, but seizingrobatdoom & destruction.

Tt Thankful for God’s vindication of His servants asaints fatthew 19:28).

T Contrast with short-lived celebration on earth whétnesses were Kkilled.

2

9. Does this refer to the literal end of the worldPot, what does it mean?
T No, refers to destruction of empire challenging ¢hurch:
« Interpreted in harmony with finishing the mystesjidered to the OT prophetd
(Revelation 10:7.
« Declares God has actively begun to reign in kingslofirmen, not end the worl
¢ Plus, judgment and doom will continue to escalatéaé pouring of the seven
vials or bowls of wrath.
T At this point, there is no turning back nowRrepare to meet your God!”

=

Then the temple of God was opened in heaventhenalrk of His covenantvas seen if
His temple. Anthere were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an dajtiake, and great]
hail. (Revelation 11:19

10.What is the significance of manifesting the tengontaining the ark of the
covenant from heaven in verse 19?

Expressed foreboding doom.

The ark of the covenant was carried by Israeliteen the army was on the marclj,
expressing that God acts and fights for His pe@lishua 3; 6; 1 Samuel @
Tt Here implies that God is going to war for His plebp

+
+

Now a great sign appeared in heavanvoman clothed with the syrwith the moon
under her feetandon her head a garland of twelve starBhenbeing with child she
cried outin labor and in pain to give birth. Andather sign appeared in heaven:
behold,a great, fiery red dragoiaving seven heads and ten horns, and seven dig

on his heads. His tail drew a third of the staffieaven and threw them to the earthl.

Andthe dragon stood before the womaro was ready to give birtto devour her

Child as soon as it was born. She barmale Child who was to rule all nations with

rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to God and His thr¢Revelation 12:1-5.

1. When are we first introduced to a serpent atwitir a woman and her male child
What could this symbol represent? Who is represeby the woman, the child, &
the dragon?

dems
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1. When are we first introduced to a serpent atwithr a woman and her male child

p

What could this symbol represent? Who is represkby the woman, the child, ahd

the dragon?
T Refers to a conflict that began in the GardendsrE
And the LORD God said to the woman, “What is tbis fave done?” The woman
said, “The serpent deceived mend | ate.” So the LORD God said to the serpent:
“Because you have done thigou are cursed more than all cattle, And morenteeer:

2 *

1. When are we first introduced to a serpent atwitir a woman and her male child
What could this symbol represent? Who is represeby the woman, the child, &
the dragon?

T Refers to a conflict that began in the GardendsrE

T Splendor of woman and 12 indicates all of Godphe at any timeGen. 37:9-10).

T Micah 4:10-5:2emphasizes faithful remnant of Israel laboringluvigssiah came|

T Isaiah 66:7-9emphasizes the nation born to her in a day in ifdio male child:

p
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L‘_)east of the_ field; On your belly you shall go, Ad shall eat dust All the days of ypur “Before she was in laboghe gave birthBefore her pain came, Shelivered a male
life. Andl will put enmity Between you and the womaAndbetween your seed and child. Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen sirgsthShalthe earth be
her SeedHe shall bruise your headAndyou shall bruise His heel (Gen. 3:13-13. made to give birth in one d&Or shalla nation be born at oncFor as soon as Ziol
was in labor, She gave birth to her childrerShall | bring to the time of birth, and n
cause delivery?” says the LORD. “Shall | who cadséivery shut up the womb?” sa
your God. (Isaiah 66:7-9; for "suddenly”, see alsoMalachi 3:1).
*
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1. When are we first introduced to a serpent atwitir a woman and her male childp 1. When are we first introduced to a serpent atwitir a woman and her male child
What could this symbol represent? Who is represeby the woman, the child, ahd What could this symbol represent? Who is represeby the woman, the child,
the dragon? the dragon?
T Refers to a conflict that began in the GardendsrE T Refers to a conflict that began in the GardendsrE
Tt Splendor of woman and 12 indicates all of Godsgbe at any timeGen. 37:9-10: T Splendor of woman and 12 indicates all of Godspbe at any timeGen. 37:9-10:
And you, O tower of the flock, The strongholthefdaughter of Zion To you shall it T Micah 4:10-5:2emphasizes faithful remnant of Israel laboringluvissiah came)
come, Even the former dominion shall come, Thedkingof the daughter of t Isaiah 66:7-9emphasizes the nation born to her in a day in idiv male child.
Jerusalem.” Nowvhy do you cry alou@lIs there no king in your midst? Has your t The“Male Child” is obviously the Christ born from the faithful reamt of Israel:
counselor perished? For pangs have seized yowlikeman in labor Be in pain, an Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a thifrg? Thekings of the earth set
labor to bring forth, O dgughter of Zion, L|k<_e awoman in birth pang&or now you themselvesAndthe rulers take counsel togethghgainst the LORD and against His]
shall go forth from the _cny, You shall dwell |retf|el_d, And to Babylon you shall go. Anointed, ... “Yet | have seMy King On My holy hill of Zion. ... You shabreak them
There you shall be delivered; There the LORD witigem you From the hand of your with a rod of irort You shall dash them to pieces like a potter'seks(Psalm 2:1-9.
enemies(Micah 4:8-10). + See alsoPsalm 110:-5: Revelation 19:11
2 * 2
1. When are we first introduced to a serpent atwithr a woman and her male childp 1. When are we first introduced to a serpent atwiéir a woman and her male child
What could this symbol represent? Who is represebny the woman, the child, ahd What could this symbol represent? Who is represeby the woman, the child, &

the dragon?
T Refers to a conflict that began in the GardendsrE
T Splendor of woman and 12 indicates all of Godsgbe at any timeGen. 37:9-10:
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you areglitnong the thousands of Juda
Yetout of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Buin Israel, Whose goings
forth are from of old, From everlasting.” Thereédie shall give them up, Until the
time that she who is in labor has given birtithenthe remnant of His brethren Shal
return to the children of Israel. Ande shall stand and feed His flock the strength
of the LORD, In the majesty of the name of the LO&RDGod; And they shall abide,
For nowHe shall be greaffo the ends of the earth; Atlds One shall be peace.
(Micah 5:2-5).

the dragon?

Refers to a conflict that began in the GardendsrE

Splendor of woman and 12 indicates all of Godppe at any timeGen. 37:9-10:
Micah 4:10-5:2emphasizes faithful remnant of Israel laboringluvigssiah came,
Isaiah 66:7-9emphasizes the nation born to her in a day in madid male child.
The“Male Child” is obviously the Christ born from the faithful ream of Israel.
The Dragon is directly identified &hat serpent of oldcalledthe Deviland
Satar’ (Revelation 12:9

—+ —+ —+ — — —
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And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, atgfeay red dragon havingeven
headsandten horns andseven diadems on his headdis tail drew a third of the
stars of heaven and threw them to the earfnd the dragon stood before the womgn
who was ready to give birth, to devour her Childsaesn as it was borifRev. 12:3-9
2. What is the significance of the dragon havingads, 10 horns, and 7 crowns?
What does it mean that he used his tail to knoskrdone third of the stars of
heaven?

Seven Heads — Complete intelligence

Ten Horns — Complete power

Seven Diadems — Complete royalty within his redRevelation 9:19)

Drawing and casting a third of stars to earthul@cefer to:

« His rebellion and leading to the fall of many andelslso rebelZ Peter 2:4; Jude §.

« His deceiving many leaders and rulers to do his willybe saintsaniel 8:10, 23.

—+ —+ —+ —+
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4. What happened to the woman? What does thishgigni
Then the womafied into the wildernesswhere she haa place prepared by Gothat
they shouldeed her there one thousand two hundred and sixays (Rev. 12:6.
T Similar to Elijah fleeing to wilderness where Gmated for him { Kings 17:1-6.
T Israelites being fed with manna in the wildern@sodus 16.
T Could be reference to spiritual provisions aninate salvation from both God ar

the Male Child John 6:31-58.
T Essentially,the woman”will be taken out of play. Dragon cannot access he
T 1260 days = 42 months = 3 %2 year$ime and times and half a time”
T Established symbol for an indefinite, interruppestiod of intense persecution:
Then | heard the man clothed in linen, who was alihe waters of the river, when h
held up his right hand and his left hand to heaeerd swore by Him who lives forev
thatit shall be for a time, times, and half a timand wherthe power of the holy

people has been completely shatterall these things shall be finishg@aniel 12:7)

2 B/

3. What was the dragon’s intention? Why did hesuatceed?
His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven angbtirthem to the earth. And the dragpn
stood before the woman who was ready to give histtevour her Child as soon as i
was born She bore a male Child who was to rule all naiwith a rod of iron. And
her Child was_caught up to God and His thronéRevelation 12:4-5

T Summarizes birth, ministry, death, burial, resttiom, and ascension of Jesus in pne

statement.
T Emphasizes not that Jesus escaped, but that Eleesisdl in defeating the Dragor].
T ... and the dragon no longer had the option to atlasks directly.

2 *
4. What happened to the woman? What does thishgigni
Then the womafied into the wildernesswhere she haa place prepared by Gothat
they shouldeed her there one thousand two hundred and sixaysl (Rev. 12:6.
T Similar to Elijah fleeing to wilderness where Guatted for him I Kings 17:1-6.
T lIsraelites being fed with manna in the wildern@sodus 1.
T Could be reference to spiritual provisions animate salvation from both God arf
the Male Child John 6:31-58.
T Essentially,'the woman”will be taken out of play. Dragon cannot access he
T 1260 days = 42 months = 3 % yeaf$ime and times and half a time”
T Established symbol for an indefinite, interruppettiod of intense persecution:
Period of time that woman is persecuted but nurtimediderness 12:6, 14.

Period of time that the witnesses testified umtiitimony was donel:3).
Period of time that the beast will blaspheri8:§).

Period of time that the beast will wage war againstsaints Qaniel 7:25).

2 *

4. What happened to the woman? What does thishgRgni
Then the womafied into the wildernesswhere she haa place prepared by Gothat
they shouldeed her there one thousand two hundred and sixays (Rev. 12:.
T Similar to Elijah fleeing to wilderness where Gmaed for him I Kings 17:1-6.
T Israelites being fed with manna in the wildern@sodus 1.
Tt Could be reference to spiritual provisions animate salvation from both God arfd

the Male Child John 6:31-5§.
Tt Essentially,'the woman”will be secured. Dragon cannot access her.
Tt 1260 days = 42 months = 3 %2 year$ime and times and half a time”
T Established symbol for an indefinite, interruppetiod of intense persecution:
He shall speak pompous words against the Most FB9hlIpersecute the saints of th
Most High, And shall intend to change times and law. Tihersaints shall be given
into his hand For a time and times and half a tim@aniel 7:25

(0]

=



8 5 9

5. What happened in heaven? Do you think this sgmts a literal war? What
changed for the Devil after these events?

Andwar broke out in heavenMichael and his angels fought with the dragoand

thedragon and his angels foughbutthey did not prevail, nor was a place found fol

them in heaven any longeSothe great dragon was cast quhat serpent of old,

called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the wivoltd; he wascast to the earth,

and his angels were cast out with hiffihen | heard a loud voice saying in heaven,

have come, fathe accuser of our brethrenrwhoaccused them before our God day

and night, has been cast down(Revelation 12:7-10

Tt He and his angels started a war in heaven, bt defieated by Michael and angq
T Not literal any more than woman & othisigns” are literal Eph.6:13-19; Jude 9.

T The Devil lost his legal right taccuseGod and His peoplel¢b 1-2; Zechariah 3.

“Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom af @od, and the power of His Chrls

-

Is.

5 * ;

'
For what if some did not believe? Will their unkélinake the faithfulness of God
without effect? Certainly not! Indedéf God be true but every man a liaks it is
written: “That You may be justified in Your words, And mayesgome when You are|
judged” But if our unrighteousness demonstrates thatégusness of God, what shj
we say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? (I spaala man.) Certainly not! For then
how will God judge the world ...But now the righteousness of God apart froniattve)
is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and thphRts, even the righteousness of
God, through faith in Jesus Chrisp, all and on all who believeFor there is no
difference; forall have sinnedand fall short of the glory of God, being justififeeely
by His grace through the redemption that is in Ghdiesus, whom God set forth as g
propitiation by His blood, through faitho demonstrate His righteousnessecause in
His forbearance God had passed over the sins tkat previously committetb
demonstrate at the present time His righteousnelaf He might be just and the

2

justifier of the one who has faith in Jes(Romans 3:3-26

2+ *

7. After the failed assassination and war, what geractic did the dragon choose
next? Why?

“Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwethiem! Woe to the inhabitants of

the earth and the sea! Ftine devil has come down to you, having great wrath

becauséne knows that he has a short tinfeNow when the dragon saw that he had

been cast to the earthe persecuted the woman who gave bitththe male Child.

(Revelation 12:12-13

T The Devil pours his wrath, contempt upon the @agson he can touch, the wompn.

T The“woman” represented faithful remnant of Israel that brodgtth the Messiah

T Here, théwoman” represents the early church, consisting of faittéminant of
Israel, now being persecuted — first generationtuidians.

T This represents the Devil's effort to destroy ¢aely church as an institution.

2 5

6. How did“they” overcome? What lessons can we learn from this statement?
Then | heard a loud voice saying in heaveNofv salvation and strength, and tHengdom
of our God, and the power of His Christ have confier the accuser of our brethren, who
accused them before our God day and night, has been cast dowthejmyercame him
by !the blood of the Lamlandby 2the word of their testimonyandthey3did not love their
lives to the death(Revelation 12:10-1)
T Three essential requirements:
« Grace and forgiveness provided by Jesus’ sacrifice.
« Willingness to testify and receive the word of iteshy (i.e., the apostles’ witness, the gospel).
« Commitment even unto death.
T Commitment even unto death is hardest part.
Tt Jesus’ sacrifice frees us from the bondage associated with féeathf
Inasmuch then athe children have partaken of flesh and blopde Himselfikewise
shared in the samehatthrough deathHe mightdestroy him who had the power of dea
that is, the devilandrelease those who through fear of death were all their lifetime

subject to bondagegHebrews 2:14-19

2 *

8. How was the woman attacked and saved? Whatthisegpresent?
Butthe woman was given two wings of a great eagiat she mighty into the
wilderness to her placavhere she isourished for a time and times and half a time
from the presence of the serpen§o theserpent spewed water out of his mouth likg
flood after the womanthat he might cause her to barried away by the flood But
the earth helped the womamndthe earth opened its mouth and swallowed up thej
flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mo(Revelation 12:14-1%
T IstAttempt — Direct persecution, brute force attempdéstroy early church.
T 1stEscape — She’s carried to wilderness on wings oéatgagleExodus 19:4;

23:20; Isaiah 40:31; Colossians 3)3
T 2dAttempt — Flood of maybe lies, false doctrine, prggnada Jn.8:44; 1Jn. 4:1-§.
Tt 2 Escape — Earth swallows lies, displaying their failand emptines$(o. 4:18).
T Alternative: Earth helped through distractiongr{gings, wars, etc.).

Q
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9. With the woman out of reach, whom did the dragwget next? What lessons cah
we learn from this verse and chapter as a whole?
And the dragon wasnraged with the womarand he went tmake war with the rest
of her offspring whokeep the commandments of Gaddhave the testimony of
Jesus Christ(Revelation 12:17%
Tt The dragon is full of great wrath and rage. Thige is now poured out on her
offspring — subsequent generations of Christiangadtof church establishment.
Tt John was the last tthe woman”. Most of his readers belonged'ter offspring”.
t The woman had already succeeded and escapedesEbe and time of challengd
and trial had now come teer children, John’s readers — and by extension, us.
T If we “keep the commandments of Gaatid“have the testimony of Jesus Christ’
we can expect both the dragon’s rage and persec@tidim. 3:12; Mat. 5:10-16.
T Itis our turn td‘overcome”, and we can only do so as they did!

2 C

Andthey overcame him bithe blood of
the Lambandby %the word of their
testimony andthey?3did not love their
lives to the deattiRevelation 12:1)

2 2%

1. How does Daniel’s prayer of thanksgiving for Gedealing the interpretation of
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream describe God relevant imnsakings, and the future?

Then thesecret was revealed to Daniela night vision. So Daniel blessed the God p

heaven. Daniel answered and said: “Blessed batitee of God forever and ever, Fp

lwisdom anc?might are His AndHe 3changes the times and the seasphie

‘removes kings anéraises up kingsHe giveséwisdom to the wis&nd’knowledge to

those who have understandingde®reveals deep and secret thindse %knows what

is in the darknessAnd4light dwells with Him” (Daniel 2:19-23.

T Ascribes knowledge, wisdom, and power to God.

T Recognizes God as the one Whbanges the times and the seasans”

T Acknowledges God as the one Who raises and owverthkingdoms.

T In summary, H&nowsandcontrolsthe rise and fall of kings and kingdoms.

= =

2. What was the occasion for Nebuchadnezzar’s dreémat provoked God to revegl
it to him? What was the time of its applicability?

“But there is a God in heaven who reveals secetsiHe has made known to King

Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter day®ur dream, and the visions of your

head upon your bed, were these: As for you, O, Kigights came to your mindhile

on your bedabout what would come to pass after thisd He who reveals secrets Has

made known to you what will b¢Daniel 2:28-29

T Seems Nebuchadnezzar was wondering about evégrtiasfpresent time, nation

T God through Daniel applies them*“tbe latter days”or “the last days”

T So,“end days”but end of what? ...

T Don't assume. Must look to the inspired interiien of the dream.
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3. Describe the image or statue that Nebuchadnezzar saw in his
dream? What did each of these segments represent?

“You, O king, were watching; and behokigreat imagéThis

great image, whose splendor was excellent, stood before you;

andits form was awesomé his image'head was of fine_gold

its chest and arms of silveits belly and thighs of bronzgts

legs of_iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clayjfou EE

watched whilea stone was cut out without hand&hichstruck

the image_on its feedf iron and clay, and broke them in pieces.

Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were

crushed togetherand became like chaff from the summer

threshing floors; the wind carried them away so thatrace of

them was foundAndthe stone that struck the image became a - -

great mountain and filled the whole earth (Daniel 2:31-35

* / ’

4. What was the significance of the materials used in each
segment? Why was one material used over another?

“Whereas you saw the feet and togartly of potter’s clay and

partly of iron, thekingdom shall be_dividedyet thestrength of

the iron shall be in if just as you sathe iron mixed with

ceramic clay And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and

partly of clay, so the kingdom shall partly strong and partly EE

fragile. As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will

mingle with the seed of men; but they wilt adhere to one

another, just as iron does not mix with clayDaniel 2:36-43

T The kingdoms have descending superiority or value.

T The fourth, the iron kingdom is the strongest.

1 But, it will have internal division because of conglomeration - -
of differing peoples.

. D *

3. Describe the image or statue that Nebuchadnezzar saw in his
dream? What did each of these segments represent?

“This is the dream. Now we will tell theterpretation of it

before the king. You, O king, aeking of kings For the God , , % %%

of heaven has given yaukingdom... you are this head of + +

gold. Butafter you shall arise another kingdom. then

another, a_third kingdomof bronze, which shall rule over all

the earth. Andhe fourth kingdom...” (Daniel 2:36-4Q

Tt Each segment represents a kingdom and possibly its leading,
conquering king.

T Are there 4 or 5 kingdoms in the statue?

Tt Only 4 kingdoms are mentioned in the interpretation.

Tt The“feet and toes”are still part ofthe kingdom”, “the
fourth kingdom”- no fifth kingdom — no Futurist view.

* ok
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5. What happened to the statue? How would thishendifferent than those represented by
statue? What is represented by this?
“You watched whilea stone was cut out without handwhichstruck the image on its feetf
iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. Tteniron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the]
gold were_crushed togetheand became like chaff from the summer threshaugs; the wind
carried them away so thab trace of them was foundAndthe stone that struck the image
became a great mountain and filled the whole earth Andin the days of these kinghe God
of heaven will set up kingdom which shall never be destroyethd the kingdorshall not be
left to other peopleit shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoarsd it shallstand
forever. Inasmuch as you saw that the stone ewtout of the mountain without handsand
that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, ttag/ cthe silver, and the goldthe great God has
made knowrto the king what will come to pass after this. @ream is certain, and its
interpretation is sure.(Daniel 2:34-35, 44-4%
A. The last kingdom will originate with God and amiin the days of the fourth kingdom, Rol

B. It will conquer all earthly kingdoms and neverdmnquered.

* / ,

4. What was the significance of the materials used in each
segment? Why was one material used over another?

“For the God of heaven has given yakingdom power,

strength, and glory; and wherever the children of men dwell, or

the beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven, He has given

them into your hand, and has made you ruler over them all —

you are this head of goldBut after you shall arisenother EE

kingdom inferior to yours then anothera third kingdom of

bronze, which shall rule over all the earttAndthe fourth

kingdom shall be as strong as irgpinasmuch as iron breaks in

pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that crusties

kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the othérs

(Daniel 2:36-4Q --

Tt Four succeeding, earthly kingdoms starting with Babylon.

Later, learn that the other 3 are: Medo-Persian, GremimhRoman.

Tt God’s kingdom, the church, is established during days of Romary
empire.

t The Messianic kingdom will crush the other kingdoms and never
destroyed.

—+
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7. Describe the four beasts. What is suggestetidiydescriptions?
“And suddenly another beast,second, like a beait wasraised up on one sideand

hadthree ribs in its mouttbetween its teeth. And they said thus toAitise, devour
much flesH” (Daniel 7:5)

T “bear” — powerful predator, not as fast — powerful conquest
T “raised up” —ready to attack — aggressive conqueror

T “three ribs in its mouth ... devour much flesh’hot easily satisfied, continuing to
conquer even — aggressive, ambitious conqueror

25 :

6. What is the origin of these four beasts? Whatggested by this symbol?

Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by nigirid beholdthe four winds of

heaven were stirring up the Great Se@ndfour great beasts came up from the sed

each different from the other{Daniel 7:2-3

T The“sea” seems to represent churning, chaotic society, neithg & falling
nations, just like the wave®galm 65:7; Isaiah 17:12-13; 57:20-21; Jeremiah
49:23; 51:54-5%.

T Loss of dominion is compared to falling back itite sea, or being covered by it
(Jeremiah 51:40; Ezekiel 26:3-%

1t Powerful nations sit upon or by many waters Witations streaming”to it
(Jeremiah 51:13, 44

2 JF

7. Describe the four beasts. What is suggestetdiydescriptions?

“After this | looked, and there waanother, like a_leopargdwhich hadon its back four
wings of a bird The beast also hgdur heads anddominion was given to it (Daniel
7:6)

T “leopard” — powerful predator, very fast — not as powerfulias br bear

T “four wings of a bird” — very fast; 4 might symbolize spreading out, worlsnber.
T “four heads” - intelligence, or spreading out in all 4 directi¢sseDaniel 8).

T “dominion was given to it legitimacy of kingdom and rule, even if quick?

2 .J6

7. Describe the four beasts. What is suggestetddiydescriptions?

“The first waslike a lion, and haceagle’s wings| watched till itswings were plucked
off; and it waslifted up from the earthand made tstand on two feet like a marand
aman’s heart was given to.lt (Daniel 7:4)

T “lion” —most ferocious predator, king of beasts — powedunkjuest
T “eagle’s wings”— speed of movement, reach — rapid conquest
T “man’s heart given’— conscience was pricked, possibly conver2an(el 4).

2 .J$

7. Describe the four beasts. What is suggestetddiydescriptions?
“After this | saw in the night visions, and behadpurth beast, dreadful and terrible
exceedingly stronglt hadhuge iron teeth it wasdevouring, breaking in pieces, and|
trampling the residuewith its feet. It waglifferent from all the beastshat were beforg
it, and ithad ten horns’ (Daniel 7:7)

T “dreadful, terrible, exceedingly strong* terrifying, extremely powerful empire

T “huge iron teeth”— power to consume, devour

T “devouring, breaking, trampling™ trying to leave nothing of preceding empires
T “different” — emphasizes uniqueness compared to the others

T “ten horns” —full, complete power.
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. How do these beasts compare to the segments of th
statue from Nebuchadnezzar’s dreéh28-45?
Some similarities in description.

Babylonian— Gold = Lion, superior

Medo-Persian- Silver = Bear, inferior

Grecian —Bronze= Leopard fast, sprawling
Roman- Iron = Terrible beastiron teeth, most
powerful

Most powerful alignment key will be events tramsw
in fourth kingdom.

—+ =+ —+—+—+ ©
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11.Who is brought near to the One seated on tlo@éfr How is He described? Wh
event is suggested by this description? What péfevelation are parallel to thi
event?

“l was watching in the night visions, And behdlihe like the Son of Man, Coming

with the clouds of heaverHe came to the Ancient of Days, And they brotijimt near]

before Him. Theto Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdoifhatall

peoples, nations, and languagsbkould serve Him. His dominion is everlasting

dominion, Which shall not pass awapndHis kingdom the one Which shall not be

destroyed' (Daniel 7:13-19

T Heaven's view of Jesus ascension, revealed in slygnbision (Acts 1:9-11).

T Seems parallel to appearance of Jesus’ and ggavitscroll Revelation 4-9.

T Also parallel to rock striking feet oftkingdom and mountain consuming all
preceding kingdoms and their residBagiel 2:44-45.

T Represents Jesus’ ascension, establishment afhctand judgment against natio

B

9. Who interrupts the rampage of this fourth beast? HoMei described? Why might He interject]

this point?
“I was considering the horns, and there was another haritfle one, coming up among thenbefore|
whomthree of the first horns were plucked out by the roofed therejn this horn, were eyes like
the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking pompous wotdsgatched till thrones were put in place,
Andthe 'Ancient of Days was seateéflis 2garment was white as snguAnd the?hair of His head wa:
like pure wool His 3throne was a fiery flamelts “wheels a burning fire A fiery stream issued And
came forth from before HimASthousand thousands ministered to Hirifen thousand times ten
thousand stood before HinThe “court was seated, And the books were opehdBaniel 7:8-10
T God Almighty calls a court of judgment to examine thesestse especially the last.

White snow implies purity, holiness, righteousneksh(9:30; Psalm 51:7; Isaiah 1:18

Pure wool may imply purity again, or just His age, ‘thecient of Days"

Images of fire represent consuming judgment, simil&zekiel 1, 9-10

Innumerable hosts emphasize His recognized authorjigvger.

+
+
+
T Wheels are reminiscent of cherubs fremekiel 1, 10
+
+

The"pompous words”imply the worst blasphemy considering the pagan peers.

o
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12. According to the angel helping Daniel, what fi® beasts represent? How can thi:

be reconciled with the explanation of verses 23-247?
“ Those great beastsvhich are four, aréour kings which arise out of the earth...
Thus he said: ‘Théourth beast shall be A fourth kingdoran earth, Which shall be
different from all other kingdomsAnd shall devour the whole earth, Trample it an
break it in pieces. Thten horns are ten king¥Vho shallarise from this_kingdomAnd
another shall rise after them; He shall be différfom the first ones, And shall subd
three kings.” (Daniel 7:17, 23-24
T They represent kingend kingdoms!
T Each kingdom rises with the success of a risiogvguful king.
T So, it represents both: The king who aried his kingdom that he builds.

- %
; +
10.What happens to the beasts, and what is sudgesthis?
“I watched then because of the sound of the pompouds which the horn was
speaking; | watched tithe beast was slajrandits body destroyednd given to the
burning flame. As fathe rest of the beastshey had theidominion taken awayyet
their lives were prolongetbr a season and a time(Daniel 7:11-19
Tt Ultimately, they are all destroyed as part of Ggddgment.
T But, the last beast is killed and destroyed imuattet} after its judgment.
Tt The other beasts live on, even though their aifjhisrtaken a way.
T Th|s may suggest that th& Beast, Rome, was a composite in one of two ways]
Spiritually — Defeating, judging Rome implied defeat, judgmenalbfi empires.
« Nationally — The preceding empires were decapitated, one govetmeyglaced with another, but
populous remained the same. However, much of Romejdepevere destroyed and replaced.
« Both could be true and intended.

2 -+ %

13. What terrible things will the fourth beast do? For hong?

“Then | wished to knowhe truth about the fourth beastvhich was different from all the others, exceedil
dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its nails of bronze, whietioured, broke in pieces, and trampled the
residue with its fegtand the ten horns that were on its head, edother horn which came up, before
which three fell namely, that horn which hag/es and a mouth which spoke pompous wewdsose
appearance was greaténan his fellows. | was watching; atite same horn was making war against thq
saints, and prevailing against thepuntil the Ancient of Days came, anflidgment was made in favor of
the saintsof the Most High, and the time came for the saints to possess the kingdom. Thus hbesaid:
fourth beast shall be fourth kingdom on earth Which shall be different from all other kingdoms, And s
devour the whole earth, Trample it and break it in pieces. The ten horns are teWkiaghall arise from
this kingdom. And another shall rise after them; He shall be different Freffirst ones, Anshall subdue
three kings He shallspeak pompous words against the Most Highallpersecute the saints of the Mos
High, Andshall intend to change times and laWhenthe saints shall be given into his hand For a time
and times and half a time But the court shall be seated, And they shall take away his dominion, To c:
and destroy it forever.”(Daniel 7:19-26

1t Pompous blasphemer against God. Try to subvert Goli'fomhations Dan.2:21; Acts1:7; 1The.5:1.
1 Persecute His saints.

1 Limited to 3% timesa time and times and half a lingeveIation 11:3;12:6, 14, 136
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14.What judgment will be made against thempous horn"and his kingdom?
“I watched then because of the sound of the pompouss which the horn was
speaking; | watched tithe beast was slain, and its body destrogedgiven to the
burning flame... ‘Butthe court shall be seated\nd hey shall take away his
dominion, Toconsume and destroy it forevér (Daniel 7:11, 16
t The 4" beast — the kingdom — would belestroyed forever

T This eliminates Futurist position which looks teesived Roman empire in Europl.

82 4+ 9

Then the anger of the LORD was hot against Israet] He said, Because this nation has
transgressed My covenamthich | commanded their fathers, and has not he&tigdoice, |
also will no longer drive out before them any ofetfnationswhich Joshua left when he diest,
that through them | may_test Israel, whether theyivikeep the ways of the LORDo walk in
them as their fathers kept them, or not.” Thereftire LORD left those nations, without drivi
them out immediately; nor did He deliver them itite hand of Joshua. Now these are the
nations which the LORD left, that He might tesa&diby them, that isll who had not known
any of the wars in Canaar(this was_only so that the generations of the childref Israel
might be taught to know warat least those who had not formerly known itinedy, five lords o
the Philistines, all the Canaanites, the Sidoniams] the Hivites who dwelt in Mount Lebanor]
from Mount Baal Hermon to the entrance of Hamatind they were lefthat He might test
Israel by them to know whether they would obey the commandnoétite LORD, which He hg
commanded their fathers by the hand of Mogkglges 2:20-3:%

T Like Israel, we have been given a kingdom to pesss&Ve enjoy some peace, but we mug

Q

also finish some battles because of the need befgrer God, for His saints, and us.

8+ D *9

15.Who will be granted rule? Practically, howhstaccomplished? Is this equivalg
to the establishment of the church?
“Thento Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdoffhat all peoples,
nations, and languageshould serve HimHis dominion is averlasting dominion,
Which shall not pass awayAnd His kingdom the one Which shradk be destroyed..
judgment was made favor of the saints of the Most Highandthe time came for thd
saints to possess the kingdom ‘Then the kingdom and dominion, Ahd greatness
of the kingdomsunder the whole heaven, Shalldgieen to_the people, the saints of tl
Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And alinittions shall serve and
obey Him.” (Daniel 7:14, 22, 2y
1t Rule was turned over to Christ, which in some meawas granted to the saints.
1t Doesnotrefer to establishment of church, because saints persecuted by the
Rome, the # beast, welkfter the church was established.

=)
=

T Beasts and related symbols are very similar to thoBewelation 13

t The ascension, coronation, and commissioning of Jesugisix@kar
to content of expanded scene®Riavelation 4-5

t Indicates that the beasts, especially thesbar against God's saints,

Shows that persecution will last for 3%z times.

T Ultimately, all beasts will be judged and destroyed shaftir
Messianic kingdom is established.

t Elaborates on significance aapplicationof saints rulingwith Jesus
and possessing the kingdom after other kingdoms are destroyed|

T Helps to further eliminate false interpretations, likeuFist & 70 AD.

—+
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“Pass through the camp and command the people, saying, 'Prepare provisions for yourseWitsinfohree
days you will cross over this Jordan,do in to possess the land which the LORD your God is giving yo
possess (Joshua 1:13

Now Joshua was old, advanced in years. And the LORD said to him: “You are old, advanced enyearg,

there remains very much land yet to be possessglbshua 13:3

So the LORD gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn to give to their fathetbegridok
possession of iand dwelt in it(Joshua 21:4}

“You have seen all that the LORD your God has done to all these nations becausemftheu,®RD your]
God is He who has fought for you. See, | have divided to yioti tese nations that remain, to be an

inheritance for your tribes from the Jordan, with all the nations that | have cut off, as far as the Great

westward. And the LORD your God will expel them from before you and dnwethef your sightSo you
shall possess their lands the LORD your God promised ydtherefore be very courageous to keep an
do all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, lest you turn adiaen it to the right hand or to thg
left, and lest you go among these nations, these who remain among¥gushall not make mention of t|
name of their gods, nor cause anyone to swear by them; you shall not serve them nor bowtdowybiat
you shall hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have done to this day. ... Therefoseaaléheed to

(o}

yourselves, that you love the LORD your Gqddshua 23:3-1)
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16.Describe the first beast. How does Daniel'satiem of his geography in his visiol

help identify the first beast? Who is represetgdhe first beast?
In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzansion appeared to me —to me,
Daniel — after the one that appeared to me the finse. | saw in the vision, and it s
happened while | was looking, thHavas in Shushan, the citadeivhich is in the
province of Elam; and | saw in the vision thatas by the River Ulai Then | lifted m
eyes and saw, and thetstanding_beside the river, was?eam which hacftwo horns
and the two hornévere high butSone was higher than the otheand®the higher ong
came up last | saw the ranipushing westward, northward, and southwarsb that
8no animal could withstandhim; °nor was there any that could deliver from his han
buthe did'®according to his will and became gregbDaniel 8:1-4
T Ram was located by a capital of Persia, ShushasajSu
T Represents Medo-Persian emp8#20), “kings of Media and Persia”

=3
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19.What did the second beast do to the first, anat i¢ represented by this?
Then he came to the ram that had two horns, whigdiseen standing beside the ri
andran at him with furious power And | saw hintonfronting the ram he was
moved with rage against him, attacked the ram, d@rdke his two hornsThere was
no power in the ram to withstand him, butdaest him down to the ground and
trampled him and there wasio one that could deliver the rarfirom his hand.(8:6-7)
T Inits western expansion, Persia did not mana@elliobreak Greece, although th
subjugated some portion.
They managed mainly to anger them and build resemt
The male-goat trampling the ram represents thekbrg of Medo-Persian empire
Alexander the Great of Greece.

—+ —+
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17.How are its two horns described, and what ntigjlstsuggest?
Then | lifted my eyes and saw, and there, stanuléside the river, was a ram which
hadtwo horns and the two hornwere_high butone was higher than the otheand
the higher one_came up lagtDaniel 8:3)
T Persians would become strongest, most dominapigebthe joint empire.
Tt But, Medes were stronger in the beginning:

« Darius, who conquered Babylon, was a Mddar{iel 5:29; 9:1).

« Cyrus, who released the Jews, and all followingi&iwere PersiarEgra 1:1).

2

Therefore thenale goat grew very greabutwhen he became stronghelarge horn was
broken, and in place of it four notable onesme ugoward the four winds of heaverfDaniel
8:8)

20. What is indicated by the breaking of the largentinto four other smaller horns?

“And the male goat is thkingdom of GreeceThe large horn that is between its eyethésfirst
king. As for the broken horn and the four that stopdruits placefour kingdoms shall arise
out of that nation, but_not with its power (Daniel 8:21-23

Dissension and rivalry soon afflicted the Macedmsichowever. The satrapies handed out b
Perdiccas at the Partition of Babylon became powasds each general used to bid for powel
After the assassination of Perdiccas in 321 BC, Macéan unity collapsed, and 40 years of
between “The Successors” (Diadochi) ensued befureHellenist world settled into four stabl
power blocks 'Ptolemaic Egypt?Seleucid Mesopotaimia and Central Asi#ttalid Anatolia,
and“Antigonid Macedon In the process, both Alexander IV and Phillipwere murdered.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_the_Great#Bbn_of_the_empiré2017-05-20)

T *Four kingdoms”could be symbolic, representing division of the rizgremiah 49:3§.

2 3 4

18.How is the second beast described? What iblecddout its horns, and what might

this suggest?

And as | was considering, suddealynale goat came from the wesicross the

surface of the whole earth, without touching theaind; andthe goat had a notable

horn between his eye¢Daniel 8:5)

Tt The first king of this second empire, Greece, wde extremely powerful —
Alexander the Great.

Tt Alexander’s father, Phillip Il of Macedon, wasabs great king, but the kingdom
only spreadacross the surface of the whole earth without taing the ground”
under Alexander’s rule.
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22.Gabriel pins the application of the vision toantime? How is this to be
understood?
And inthe latter time of their kingdomWhen the_transgressors have reached their
fullness A king shall arise, Having fierce features, Winalerstands sinister schemes.
His power shall be mighty, but not by his own powi shall destroy fearfullyAnd
shall prosper and thrive; Hshall destroy the mightyandalso the holy people
Through his cunning He shall cause deceit to prospeler his rule; And he shall exdlt
himself in his heart. He shall destroy many intipedsperity.He shall even rise
against the Prince of princesBut he shall be broken without human me#ébaniel
8:23-29
T Or, more consistently — it refers to the end of@ecian empire and the Seleucid
T As seen before, God judges and destroys ihene is no remedy” This is that
end time for the Grecian empire.

@

2

21.What was accomplished by the horn that grewdcsbutheast? What did he do the 23.What was Daniel to do with the vision? Why?
“Glorious Land” and for how long? What would ultimately happetito? “And the vision of the evenings and mornings Whuels told is true;Therefore seal
And out of one of them caradittle horn which grew exceedingly gre&dward the up the vision, For it refers to many days in the tue.” (Daniel 8:26)
south, toward the east, atalvard the Glorious Land And itgrew up to the host of + 539 B.C. — Not be understood because not applg ulfilled until distant future.
heaven and itcast down some of the host and some of the statheéayround and + Antiochus Epiphanes (Antiochus IV) — Seleucid kirem 175-163 B.C.
trampled them. Heven exalted himself as high as the Prince of theshandby him «  Conquered Jerusalem
the daily sacrifices were taken awagndthe place of His sanctuary was cast down +  Erected animage to Zeus in the temple
Because of transgressiomn army was given over to the horrofpose the daily + Offered a pig upon the altar of bunt offering =
e . . « Directed the Greek soldiers to perform ritual foation in and around the temple
sacrifices and hewn to the groundHe did all this and prospered. Thep | « Forbade circumcision, Sabbath observance, and possesshenSafriptures, burning them.
heard a holy one speaking; and another holy one &athat certain one who was + Whipped and killed Jews who would not burn incens&etas.
speaking, “How long will the vision be, concernithg daily sacrifices and the «  Built a stadium, gynasium for Jewish boys to competatiifetics while naked.
transgression of desolation, the giving of bothghactuary and the host to be tramged *  Temple was desecrated from 171-165 B.C. (i.e., the 2300 days).
under foot?” And he said to meFbr two thousand three hundred days; then the t Provoked the Maccabean Revolt (167-164 B.C.).
sanctuary shall be cleanset(Daniel 8:9-14 t Died of a disease in 164 B.C.
82 " 2*9
22.Gabriel pins the application of the vision toawvtime? How is this to be
understood?
And | heard a man’s voice between the banks dfitaig who called, and said,
“Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.” I8ocame near where | stood, anfl
when he came | was afraid and fell on my face Heusaid to me, “Understand, son ¢f

man, thathe vision refers to the time of the eridNow, as he was speaking with m4

was in a deep sleep with my face to the groundhbubuched me, and stood me

upright. And he said, “Look, | am making knowrytmwhat shall happen in the

latter time of the indignationfor at the appointed timthe end shall be(8:16-19

T “Because of transgression, an army was given avéiné horn to oppose daily
sacrifices ..."may indicate this persecution was partially a pumisnt 8:12).

T Regardless, the point seems to be the end of agatinst the Jews.

T It provides hope by setting a boundary, termimatibthe suffering.
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24. The provision of the seventy-weeks prophecyanifl is a response to what request from

him? How does this influence a proper understandfrits applicable target?
In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerdghe lineage of the Medes, who was made k|ng
over the realm of the Chaldeans — in the first yefdnis reign I, Danielunderstood by the boolKs
the number of the years specified by the word af tHORD through Jeremiatthe prophet, tha
He would accompliskeventy years in the desolations of Jerusalefhen | set my face towar
the Lord God to make request by prayer and supfiting, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes.|...
“We have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our Godalk in His laws, which He set before|us
by His servants the prophets. Yal)srael has transgressed Your Igwand has departed so a:
not to obey Your voice; therefattee curse and the oath written in the Law of Mosté® servan
of God have beepoured out on us, because we have sinned against.Hi.O Lord, hearO
Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act! Do not delay for Your oveks, my God, for Your city ar
Your people are called by Your name.” Now whileabwgpeakingpraying, and_confessing my
sin and the sin of my people Israednd presenting my supplication before the LORDGuy for|
the holy mountain of my GodDaniel 9:1-20

=%
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27.What two events mark the end of weeks 7 and 8962)?
“Know therefore and understand, That from the gdimigh of the command To restof
and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the Prince, Thefrell be_ seven weeks and sixty-
two weeksThestreet shall be built again, and the walEven in troublesome times.
Andafter the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut, @ffit not for Himself; And the
people of the prince who is to come Shall destieycity and the sanctuary. The end
it shall be with a flood, And till the end of thandesolations are determinedDaniel
9:25-26
T Seven weeks would be required to rebuild Jerusateriuding its wall.
T Jesus would be crucified after week &8e¢en and sixty-two).
T The last week pertains to what happened when déstisresurrected, and ascen

and shortly after that.

1 Confessing national sin of people and asking ®aatt as promised by Jeremiah and Moges.

19
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25.Enumerate the things to be accomplished dunegéventy-weeks. Could the
prophecy be completed without these things beiffdléd? What might these
mean?
“ Seventy weeks are determinEdr your peopleand foryour holy city 2Tofinish the
transgression3Tomake an end of sinsg'To make reconciliation for iniquity 5To bring
in everlasting righteousnes&To seal up vision and prophegyAnd’to anoint the Mos!
Holy.” (Daniel 9:24
Tt Most clearly includes Messianic sacrifice and ld&hment of His kingdom.
T Some phrases suggest other events as well:
« “finish the transgression”

« “seal up vision and prophecy”
« “anoint the Most Holy”

Tt These could point to destruction of Jerusalem badome too.
T All of these would need to be fulfilled for theophecy to be true.

" 5

28.What is to transpire over the period of the testk? What event occurs in the
middle of the last week?

“And after the sixty-two weekldessiah shall be cut offbut not for Himself; Anthe

people of the prince who is to come Shall destrog tity and the sanctuaryThe end

of it shall be with a flood, Aniill the end of the war desolations are determined@hen

he shall confirm a covenant with many for one wedkutin the middle of the week

He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering\nd on the wing of abominations sh

be one who makes desolate, Even until the consuammahich is determined, Is

poured out on the desolategDaniel 9:26-27

T Jesus confirmed His covenant during the perictiefast week.

1t Through His sacrifice, He was aBil&Tomake an end of sins'Tomake
reconciliation for iniquity, STo bring in everlasting righteousne$s

4

26.When does the seventy-weeks period begin? @iestt marks its beginning?

“Know therefore and understand, Thadm the going forth of the command To

restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah the PrincEhere shall be seven weeks

sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built agaird the wall, Even in troublesome

times.” (Daniel 9:25

Tt Cyrus’ command to free the Jews and rebuild Jemmsenarks the beginning of th
seventy weeks2(Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-4

*B ;0
28. What would occur during the period between ticbweek event and the end of the last
week?
“And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall beaffjtbut not for Himself; Anthe people of
the prince who is to come Shall destroy the citydahe sanctuary The end of it shall be with
flood, Andtill the end of the war desolations are determine@ihen he shall confirm a covenal
with many for one week; But in the middle of thekvde shall bring an end to sacrifice and
offering. Andon the wing of abominations shall be one who makesdlate Evenuntil the
consummation, which is determined, Is poured out the desolate (Daniel 9:26-27
T Similar expressions usedraniel 11:31and12:11
T Jesus applies them to the destruction of Jerus@atthew 24:15; Mark 13:14; Luke
21:20), “the abomination of desolation spoken of througmithe prophet”
“Behold, your hose is left to yalesolaté (Matthew 23:38).
“But, when yowsee Jerusalem surrounded by armjéken know thats desolation is near...
For these arehe days of vengeancéhatall things which are written may be fulfilled (Luke
21:20-29.

=
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28. What would occur during the period between ticweek event and the end of the last

week?
“And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall bedffjtbut not for Himself; Anthe people of
the prince who is to come Shall destroy the citydahe sanctuary The end of it shall be with
flood, Andtill the end of the war desolations are determine@hen he shall confirm a covenal
with many for one week; But in the middle of thekmee shall bring an end to sacrifice and
offering. Andon the wing of abominations shall be one who makesdlate Evenuntil the
consummation, which is determined, Is poured out thre desolaté (Daniel 9:26-27
T A.D. 68 — Vespasian halted siege preparationskmttze throne.
T A.D. 69 — Titus camped in sight of Jerusalem arehdwoke of the siege for 4 days.
t A.D. 70 — Titus destroyed Jerusalem and the tenptkiding altars and all records.
“Not one stone shall be left on top of anotherttbizall not be thrown down(Matthew 24:2).

At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands watchheveons of your peopje
And there shall ba time of trouble Such as never was since there was a nation, Even to that tin
And at that timgrour people shall be delivered, Every one who is found writtethie book And
many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Somdastiegglife, Some to shame|
and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine Like thenesgtdf the firmament, And
those who turn many to righteousness Like the stars forever andBeiterou, Danielshut up the
words, and seal the book until the time of the emdany shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall
increase.” Then |, Daniel, looked; and there stood two others, one orivkibank and the other on
that riverbank. And one said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the ofatee river, “How
long shall the fulfillment of these wonders be?” Then | heard the man dlathimen,who was above]
the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand anid left hand to heavenandswore by
Him who lives foreverthat it shall be for a time, times, and half a time; and where power of the
holy people has been completely shattered, all these thingd bbdinished Although I heard, | did
not understand. Then | said, “My lord, what shall be the end of these thidgePhe said, “Go your
way, Daniel, forthe words are closed up and sealed till the time of the. efidhniel 12:1-9

®

1. What was the origin of the first beast? How rhitis help us understand what tf
beast represents?

Then | stoodn the sand of the se@nd | sawa beast rising up out of the sehaving

seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns temstcand on his heads a

blasphemous naméRevelation 13:1)

T Very similar to the four beasts arising from tea ;:Daniel 7.

T The“sea” seems to represent churning, chaotic society, ngithg & falling
nations, just like the wave®$alm 65:7; Isaiah 17:12-13; 57:20-21; Jeremiah
49:23; 51:54-59.

T Loss of dominion is compared to falling back itite sea, or being covered by it
(Jeremiah 51:40; Ezekiel 26:3-%

T Powerful nations sit upon or by many waters Witations streaming”to it
(Jeremiah 51:13, 44




2. Describe this first beast, and compare it tobib@sts described Daniel 7:1-28
What did the beasts and their attributeBaniel 7 originally represent? How doeps
this help us better understand this first bea&tefelation 12

Then | stood on the sand of the sea. And | savaathising up out of the sea, having

seven headandten horns and on his hornten crowns and on his heads a

blasphemous nameNow the beast which | saw was likéeapard his feet were like

thefeet of a bearand his mouth like theouth of a lion Thedragon gave hinhis

power, his throne, and great authoritfRevelation 13:1-2

2 B B

3. Compare the description and activities of thenhaf this beast dRevelation 13:1
7 to the horns of the fourth beastDraniel 7:8, 19-22 Could these be referring to
the same kind of events or possibly even the esaoe events? Explain.

... on his heada blasphemous name And he was giveammouth speaking great

things and_blasphemiesnd he was giveauthority to continue for_forty-two months|

Then heopened his mouth in blasphemy against Gaéolblaspheme His name, His

tabernacle, and those who dwell in heavéhwas granted to him tmake war with

the saints and to overcome therindauthority was given him over every tribe,

tongue, and nation (Revelation 13:1-3

T Like Daniel 7, this represents a huge empire, spanning manylgeop

T Like Daniel 7, there is @ompous, blasphemous mougissociated with this beas]

1 Like Daniel 7, this beastmakes wargainstGod’s saintsand overcomes them.

T Like Daniel 7, the time opersecutionis limited to “forty-two months”(3%z years).

s
History Daniel 2 Daniel 7 Revelation 13
Babylon Head of Gold Lion Lion’s Mouth

612-539 B.C.
Medo-Persia Arms & Chest Bear Bear's Feet
539-331 B.C. of Silver
Greece Belly and Leopard Leopard's
331-64 B.C. Thighs of Body
Bronze
Rome Legs of Iron Dreadful with 7 Heads and 10
64 B.C. - 476 AD with Feet Iron Teeth and Horns,
mixed with 10 Horns and Blasphemous
Clay Great Words
4 World 4 Sections — 4 Beasts 4 Sections —
Empires 1 Body 1 Body —
1 Ultimate Enem

B,

4. What general events are depicte@aniel 7that arenot represented iRevelation
13:1-8?
1 Daniel 7condenses some facts not showRévelation 13
« Three preceding empires (Babylonian, Medo-PersianGaedcian).
+ Judgment from God.
+ Destruction of the beasts.
« Turning the kingdom over to the saints to rule aosspss.
T Excepting empires past, the missing points wiliegy soon in Revelation ...

2 *

2. Describe this first beast, and compare it tobib@sts described Daniel 7:1-28
What did the beasts and their attributeBaniel 7 originally represent? How does
this help us better understand this first beafefelation 12

Then | stood on the sand of the sea. And | savastiising up out of the sea, having

seven headandten horns and on his horngen crowns and on his heads a

blasphemous nameNow the beast which | saw was likéeapard his feet were like

thefeet of a bearand his mouth like th@outh of a lion Thedragon gave hinhis

power, his throne, and great authoritfRevelation 13:1-2
Like Daniel 2, all of the elements are combined into a compaesitiy.

Tt Corresponds to the first three beasts, whihges were prolonged for a season arfd
a time”, presumably in the fourth beast.

T Indicates combined power, ability, and influentialrce ~the dragon”.

T The"sea beast’wears" ten diadems”- royalty, king - limited by man’s capacity.

T Versus'the dragon” with “ sevendiadems”— demonic royalty — limited by God.

B 30

5. What general events are providedRievelation 13:1-8&hat werenotdisclosed in
Daniel 7?

And | sawone of his headss if it had beemortally woundedand hisdeadly wound

was healedAnd allthe world marveledindfollowed the beast Sothey worshiped th

dragonwho gave authority to the beast; aiity worshiped the beastaying, “Who i

like the beast? Who is altie make war with hin?” ... All who dwell on the earth will

worship him whose names hawet been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb

slain from the foundation of the worlRevelation 13:3-8

T Revelation 13reveals some new facts not showrDaniel 7:

“The dragon” gave the sea bedsiis power, his throne, and great authority”

The sea beast has 10 heads, and one of them was alteakthkit it was healed.

Al those lost in the world were amazed and folldvike beast.

The lost world worshiped the dragon and the beast.

* The lost world thought no one could challenge treshe
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5. What general events are providedRievelation 13:1-8hat werenotdisclosed in
Daniel 7?

And | sawone of his headss if it had beemortally woundedand hisdeadly wound

was healedAnd allthe world marveledindfollowed the beast Sothey worshiped th

dragonwho gave authority to the beast; atity worshiped the beastaying, “Who i

like the beast? Who is altie make war with hin?” ... All who dwell on the earth will

worship him whose names hawet been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb

slain from the foundation of the worlRevelation 13:3-§

T Reveals and emphasizes ttet Devilis behind the beast and its war against Gd
and His saints.

T Learn that the persecuting force will appear thdléed, but then it willresume

T Discover thativerting worshipfrom God to the beast and the dragon is part of
effect —and probable — motivation for this warislto causeinbelief, apostasy

2

7. What was the origin of the second beast? Howhntigs help us understand wh
the beast represents?

Then | savanother beast coming up out of the eartand he had two horns like a

lamb and spoke like a dragafiRevelation 13:1)

T Few possibilities for interpretirighe earth” are:
1. Realm of the unregenerate. All lost in conttaghose who are saved, sealed
2. Realm of false religion and religious institutiom contrast to political or true

religion.

3. Preterist Position: Land of Judea and Jerusaksus the Gentiles.

T Without explanatiorfithe earth beast'is later calledthe false prophet’(16:13;
19:20; 20:10; consequently, option #2 seems the best.
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6. What is theépatience and faith of the saint®” What did this mean to the early saints? H
does it apply today to us?

All who dwell on the earttvill worship him, whose names hawet been written in the Book o

Life of the Lambslain from the foundation of the worldf anyone has an ear,_let him hearHe

wholeads into captivity shall go into captivithhe whokills with the sword must be killed with

the sword Here is the_patience and the faith of the sain{Revelation 13:8-10

“He who has an ear, let him heavhat the Spirit says to the churchef'7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13

22)

T Associated with statements that are eithfficult to understandor difficult to accept

(Matthew 11:7-15; 13:9, 43; Mark 4:23; 7:16; Luke 8; 14:35).

Calls for careful attention, consider carefulBsé@lm 10:17; Proverbs 22:17; Isaiah 28:33

God's peoplerust that He will avenge them upon those who perseopteress & kill them.

ProvidecomfortGod will take care of us whenistreated- eventually Luke 18:1-8).

Providecouragethat we shoulahot fearwhat man will do to usHebrews 13:5-§.

—+ —+ —+ —+

8. Describe the second beast and explain how thigtsehis true nature and behavi
Then | savanother beast coming up out of the eartand he hadwo horns like a
lambandspoke like a dragon(Revelation 13:1)

T Has thadeceitful appearancef sacrifice, attempting to subvert the true Larbif);
For such ardalse apostlegdeceitful workerstransforming themselves into apostleg
of Christ And no wonder! FoBatan himself_transforms himself into an angel of
light. Therefore it is no great thingfiis ministers alsg transform themselves into
ministers of righteousnessvhose end will be according to their wo(R€or11:13-15

8. Describe the second beast and explain how thigtsehis true nature and behavi

Then | savanother beast coming up out of the eartand he hadwo horns like a

lambandspoke like a dragonRevelation 13:1)

T Has thadeceitful appearancef sacrifice, attempting to subvert the true Larbif),

T The Devil —the dragon — only speaks lies; therefihiie lamb is also a liar:

You are of your fathehe devil and the desires of your father you want to dowds a|

murderer from the beginning, amides not stand in the truttbhecausé¢here is no truth

in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks fismmown resources, for he is a liar and

the father of it (John 8:44)

T Jesus warned that false-teachers may appearegs atilambs”, but their works —
their words — reveal their true natuMdtthew 7:15-20; 12:33-37.

=

=
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9. What kinds of things does this second beast\tthat seems to be its primary 10. What restriction does this second beast impuentill make life difficult for

purpose or role? Christians?
And he exercises dlhe authority of the first beash his presence, anchuses the He was granted power to give breath to the image@beast, that the image of the
earth and those who dwell in jt to worship the filseast whose deadly wound was beast should both speak and caasenany as would not worship the image of the
healed. Heperforms great signsso that he even makige come down from heaven beast to be killed He causes all, both small and great, rich andmptree and slave, t
on the earth in the sight of men. And he decéh@se who dwell on the earth by thdse receivea mark on their right hand or on their foreheadsindthat no one may buy o
signs which he was granted to do in the sight oé theasttelling those who dwell on sell except one who has the maok the name of the beast, or the number of his ngme
the earth tanake an_image to the beasho was wounded by the sword and lived. (Revelation 13:15-17

(Revelation 13:12-1%

Tt He operates under the first beast’s authority -eufbman government’s authorityy.

Tt Performs fake miracle&jeceptive ... signs’like Pharaoh’s magician&xodus
7:11-14, 22-23; 8:7, 18-19

“For false christs andalse prophets will risandshow great signand wonderso

deceiveif possible, even the elec{Matthew 24:24)

T Comparable to the Lord numbering or sealing Hispjee(7:1-8), this second beas!
“marks” those who are his.

T Marks on‘foreheads” and“right hands” may be indicate difference in thoughts [or
words expressed) and deeds. Compaftkui of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:16-26.

T Failure to worship would result in economic petsien, even death.

2 * &&&

9. What kinds of things does this second beast\tbat seems to be its primary 11. What number is associated with which beast? What is the significatiie number?
purpose or role? What ultimate lessons can we learn from this numerical assig@ment

And he exercises alhe authority of the first beash his presence, anchuses the Here is wisdom. Létim who has_understanding calculate the number of the beést it is

earth and those who dwell in it to worship the filseast whose deadly wound was the number of a manHis number is_666(Revelation 13:18)

healed. Heperforms great signsso that he even maki® come down from heaven T By swapping letters for numbers — and even langu&gés;an be summed by:

on the earth in the sight of men. And he decé¢hase who dwell on the earth by thdse * Neron Caesar (Latin)

signs which he was granted to do in the sight oétheasttelling those who dwell on C:r'zus Popes

the earth tanake an_image to the beasho was wounded by the sword and lived. .

Napoleon, etc.

(Revelation 13:12-1% 1t 6—Represents man (based on day of creation), and falls short of perfection, 7.
The coming of the lawless oneaiscording to the working of Satan, with all power, t 3-Represent trinity, Godhead — or emphagi&3).
+
+

signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteodgceptioramong those who perigh In essences66number means: failure, failure, failure or doom, doom, doom.
because they didot receive the love of the truthhat they might be save(@ The. Represents the colossal, spectacular failure of the persecutingn Rowparor and his

2:9-10 kingdom — not any one specific person — just the end of any man opposing God.
t Competes withtwo witnesses"who produced fire to confirm their messag#:6). 1 Alternative, represents Nero revived in Domitian and following petisecemperors.

2 *
9. What kinds of things does this second beast\tbat seems to be its primary
purpose or role?
And he exercises alhe authority of the first beash his presence, anchuses the
earth and those who dwell in it to worship the filseast whose deadly wound was
healed. Heerforms great signsso that he even makia® come down from heaven
on the earth in the sight of men. And he dec¢h@se who dwell on the earth by thdse
signs which he was granted to do in the sight oétheasttelling those who dwell on
the earth tanake an_image to the beasho was wounded by the sword and lived.
(Revelation 13:12-1%
T He will use these signs to direct worship to ing beast and its imagB®niel 3).
T Refers to the religious cult that worshipped timperor as divine.
Tt Temple erected in Pergamum as early as 29 B.@Rign
1t Nero and Domitian were the earliest emperors th bralt themselves so greatly
and persecute Christians.
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2. How does the Lamb’s host compare to those wHovfed the beast in chapt&8?
Then | looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Miomn, andwith Him one
hundred and forty-four thousanghavingHis Father’s name_written on their
foreheads (Revelation 14:1)
T In13:15-17 the“earth beast” causes the earth to:
+  Worship the image of the beast.
«  Accept the‘mark or name of the beast ... on their right hand or on their foreheads”
T Here, these worship God and the Lamb. They @eaf'sname on their foreheads
T These 144,000 with the Lamb grarallel but stand ircontrastto the earth
dwellers.
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1. Where does the Lamb stand? What is the signifie@f this, especially when contrasted
with the origin of the preceding beasts?

Then | looked, and behold Lamb standing on Mount Zionand with Him one hundred and

forty-four thousand, having His Father’s name venitton their foreheadgRevelation 14:3)
“Zion" was originally a Jebusite stronghold, captured byi®and rebuilt asthe City of
David” (2 Samuel 5:7-9; 1 Chronicles 116

T Solomon’s temple was erected ‘dfiount Zion”. Came to mean God's dwellinBga. 9:11;
20:2; 48:2-3; Isaiah 8:18.

T Eventually, represented both physical Jerusaletipmeal Israel Isaiah 3:16-17.

T Represented the spiritual remnant of Isragtles daughter of Zion"(2 Kings 19:21-31,
Isaiah 1:8-9; Micah 4:7-13.

1t Represent the Messianic Kingdolsa( 2:2-3; Mic. 4:2; Psa. 110:1-2; Joel 2:32; MaR1:4-
5; Joh. 12:15-16; Rom. 9:33; 1 Pet. 2:6; Rom. 11:26

T Ultimately, represents the heavenly kingddtelf. 12:22-28; Gal. 4:23-3)L

" B63$A??7

3. Who do these people represent?

Then | looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on M&iott, andwith Him one

hundred and forty-four thousandhaving His Father's name written on their

foreheads. ... These are the ones fafiow the Lamb wherever He goeShese were

redeemed from among mebeindfirstfruits to God and to the LambAnd in their

mouth was found no deceit, for they are withoult faefore the throne of God.

(Revelation 14:1-5

T Revelation 7:1-8presents 144,000 who were sealed on their foreheads

T Inthe OT, God’s people were numbered often fditany purposes] Sam. 13:15;
15:4; 2 Sam. 18:1; 24:9; 2 Chr. 128

T 144,000 =12x 12 x 10 x 10 x 10 = All of God'®pke at any time.

T The Lamb’s saints represent all of God’s peopleanearmy at wat

T Ultimately, the 144,000 will dwell in heavetbéfore the throne)?

T “Firstfruits” always were given to God - His shafex(23:19; 13:2; Lev.2:12-13%

B D H

Why dathe nations rageAndthe people plot a vain thirf Thekings of the earth sef]
themselvesAndthe rulers take counsel together, Against the LORDd against His
Anointed saying, “Let us break Their bonds in pieces Aast @away Their cords fron
us.” He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; Thedlshall hold them in derision. Thgn
He shall speak to them in His wrath, And distrésst in His deep displeasureiYét |
have set My King On My holy hill of Zion | will declare the decree: The LORD hak
said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today | have begoten Ask of Me, andwill give You
The nations for Your inheritanceAnd the ends of the earth for Your possessian. Yp
shall break them with a rod of ironYoushall dash them to pieces like a potter’s
vessel” Now therefore,be wise, O kingsBe instructed, you judges of the earth
Serve the LORD with fear, And rejoice with tremdplirKiss the Son, lest He be angry
And you perish in the way, When His wrath is kiddiat a little.Blessed are all thosq
who put their trust in Him (Psalm 2:1-13

* *4

And | hearda voice from heaverlike the voice of many waters, and like the voice
loud thunder. And | heardhe sound of harpists playing their harpsThey?sang as it
were a new song before the throrteefore the four living creatures, and the eldensd]
3no one could learn that song except the hundred dody-four thousand who were
redeemed from the earthThese are the ones who wémet defiled with womenfor
they are virgins. These are the ones Wfiolow the Lamb wherever He goe$hese
were redeemed from among men, being firstfruitsad &nd to the Lamb. Arfih their
mouth was found no deceifor they aréwithout fault before the throne of Gad
(Revelation 14:2-5
4. What lessons are implied in the text by thesebsts? What applications can we
make for us?




* *
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4. What lessons are implied in the text by thesebs}s? What applications can we| 6. Who is Babylon that the second angel references?

make for us? And another angel followed, sayind3&bylonis fallen, is fallenthat great city
Tt Joyful & Thankful People —“sound of harpists playing ... sang a new song” becausahe has made all nations drink of the wine of the wheof her fornication.”
T Worthy People—"“before the throne ... four living creatures ... thdesk”. (Revelation 14:9
T Special People-“no one could learn that song excepitiem. t Discussed in more detail in chapt&fs18 Few characteristics introduced here:
t Saved People-“redeemed from the earthtealm of false-religion, unregenerate « “That great city” — Represents at least a large, powerful city, ifswhething greater
Tt Morally Pure & Holy People —“not defiled with women ... virgins” (i.e., empire).
Tt Convicted, Committed, & Loyal People-*“follow the Lamb wherever He goes” « “She” —Idealized as a woman, like wisdoRrg. 1:20-33; 7:4; 8-9, Israel asdaughter
t Honest People-“in their mouth was no deceit” May additionally imply that the of Zion” (2 Kings 19:21-31; Isaiah 1:8-} ancient BabylonJeremiah 51:33.

neither blasphemed nor renounced God. « “Made all nations”— Center of influence upon many if not all naticagjlobal force.
t Righteous, Justified People- “without fault before the throne of God” « Seduces wittiwine of the wrath of her fornication* Persuaded to great wickedness
t As much as depends g are wejoyful, thankful, pure, holy, loyal, and honest? with intoxicant: o )
t As much as degends @?Dd do WJe }[/rfuslHim to ma’?(e us Woyrthyyspecial saved Alcohol may taste good, make you feel good, but it d®st in following day and years

’ ’ ' Proverbs 23:29-35.
righteous, and justified? Do we take courage amdfort in these promises? (The intoxi >

4

“ Flee from the midst of BabylopAnd every one save his lif@b not be cut off in her
iniquity, For this is the time of the LORD’S vengeae; He shall recompense her
Babylon was golden cup in the LORD’S hand, That made all tharéh drunk. The
nations drank her wine; Therefore the nations areinged Babylon has suddenly
fallen and been destroyed. Wail for her! Take bfaimher pain; Perhaps she may be
healed. We would have healed Babylon, But shetisealedForsake her, and let us
go everyone to his own countrifor her judgment reaches to heaven and is lifted
to the skies The LORD has revealed our righteousness. Cordéeamis declare in
Zion the work of the LORD our Goderemiah 51:6-1Q

T God made and appointed the governing authori@esngns 13:1-6; Daniel 4:1Y.
T Ancient Babylon was a tool, weapon used by Gtab@kkuk 1:1-10).

T However, Babylon used success for idolatry, amogaand crueltyHab. 1:11-17.
T The Devil and wicked men twist God’s governmenttfeir purposesRev. 13:1-4.
T Like ancient Babylon, this Babylon spreads intesiigy idolatry & immorality.

82 9

Then | saw another angel flying in the midst ofuega havinghe everlasting gospel tp Organization & Agents Organization & Agents
preachis hose el e Sah I evry alon, %, e MOBEOR |1 The Devil the dragon _+ God on the throne |
judgment has comeandworship Himwho made heaven and earth, the sea and t Sea Beast, the Roman Empire T Jesus, the worthy Lamb on Zi
springs of water.” (Revelation 14:6-3 T Earth Beast, False Prophet T Two Witnesses
5. How QOes the fir§t angel’s proclamation represet everlasting gospel? t Babylon, the Harlot + 2722
1 \(/:V;ﬂ?ge_piggz él;dgmem has come. T Marked Beast Worshippers T Sealed 144,000

. “Fear God” Message & Invitation Message & Invitation

« “Give glory to Him" T Pleasure Now T Eternal Bliss Later

+ “Worship Him" t Threat of Temporary Persecutioh Threat of Eternal Torment

< Implies that repentance is desired & acceptetercy is available- good news
T More inspiring than Jonah's, successful proclapmatif doom on Ninevehl¢n. 3).
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7. How do you explain the angel referring to thé ééBabylon in the past tense? H
it fallen at that time? If not, why use the pastse?

And another angel followed, sayind3dbylon_is fallen, is fallenthat great city,

because she has made all nations drink of the wfitiee wrath of her fornication.”

(Revelation 14:§

T The“prophetic past tensereferring to future events so certain as alrgzased:

... also to those who are of the faithAdfraham who is thdather of us all(as it is

written, “I have made you a father of many nationsih the presence of Him whom

believed -God, who gives life to the dead andlls those things which do not exist al

though they didwho, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so tlfmbecame the fathe]

of many nations, according to what was spok&u Shall your descendants Be

(Romans 4:16-18

t Other examples ...

ad

. . %
1 1)

“Put yourselves in arraygainst Babylorell around, All you who bend the bo®hoot at_her
spare no arrowskFor she has sinned against the LORCShout againdter all around; Shehas
given her handHer foundations have fallen, Her walls are thrown dowor it is the vengeanc
of the LORDTake vengeance on her. As she has done, so do td lg@eremiah 50:14-15
“How the hammer of the whole earth has been cuttzguad broken! HowBabylon has become]
a desolation among the nationsl have laid a snare for you; You have indeed bespped, O
Babylon, And you were not aware; You have beendfand also caughBecause you have
contended against the LORDThe LORD has opened His armory, And has broaghthe
weapons of His indignation; For this is the worktlo¢ Lord GOD of hosts In the land of the
Chaldeans. ... The voice of those who flee and estam the land of Babylon Declares in Zi
the vengeance of the LORD our Gp@lhe vengeance of His templeCall together the archers|
against Babylon. All you who bend the bow, encaggirest it all around; Let none of them
escapeRepay her according to her worlAccording to all she has done, do to héfor she hag
been_proud against the LORD, Against the Holy Orfelsrael.” (Jeremiah 50:23-29

=
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“And look, here comes a chariot of men with a peihorsemen!” Then he answered|
and said, ‘Babylon_is fallen, is fallen!And all the carved images of her gods He hg
broken to the ground.’(Isaiah 21:9

“Declare among the nations, Proclaim, and set ugtandard; Proclaim — do not
conceal it — SayBabylon_is takenBelis shamedMerodachs broken in piecesHer
idolsare humiliated Her imagesre broken in piece$ For out of the north a nation
comes up against heiWhichshall makeher land desolate, And no one shall dwell
therein. ..."(Jeremiah 50:2
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9. What is thépatience of the saintsin this verse? What application can we mak
Then a third angel followed them, saying with adleoice, “If anyone worships the
beast and his imagendreceives his mark on his forehead or on his haie
himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrathf 6&od, which is poured out full
strength into the cup of His indignationrHe shall beormented with fire and
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels andhe presence of the LambAnd
thesmoke of their_torment ascends forever and eardthey have no rest day or
night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoeeeives the mark of his
name.” Here is the patience of the saints; here are thedeo keep the
commandments of God and the faith of JesuBhen | heard a voice from heaven
saying to me, “Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Ldrdm now on.™” “Yes,”
says the Spirit, “that they mawgst from their labors, and their works follow thetn
(Revelation 14:9-13

b?

. . %
’ ’
8. Why was Babylon judged? What can we learn aBadt from this? What lesson|
should we make for ourselves?
And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon idéal is fallen, that great city,
because she has made all nations drink of the winehaf wrath of her fornication”
(Revelation 14:§
T Comfortingthat God is avenging those persecutedBabylon”.
T Instructive for those who do not understand why God is judgiepylon”.
T Demonstrate$sod'sjustice Regardless of the size, power, influence ofya ci
judgment will come if it sins and does not repeBbd does not play favorites.
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9. What is thépatience of the saintsin this verse? What application can we makg

T Worshipping the beast and receiving his mark makenthings easier now:

» Avoid physical death.

* Avoid economic hardship — not being able to buyedk s

However, torment in hell will be much worse ...

... and it will last much longer.

Furthermore, blessings await those who die — evartyndom — now:

* Rest from their labors.

* Rewarded for their works.

T Based on their trust in God and Jesus, they degt@lendure patiently with the
above hope.

—+ — —+




10.Why is it important to understand that blessoifpws those‘'who die in the Lord
from now on? What is confusing about death, especially tlehdénat was
awaiting many of those early saints?

T Martyrdom appeared as defeat, but resisting petisecactually secured eternal
blessings and victory.

11.Who is represented by the rider on the cloutiefirst harvest? Why is this
important? What is its significance?

Then | looked, and behold white cloud andon the cloud sat One like the Son of

Man, havingon His head a golden crowrandin His hand a sharp sickle And

another angel came out of the temple, crying withual voice to Him who sat on the

cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reagfor the time has come for You to reafor the

harvest of the earth is rip& So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His siakiethe

earth, andhe earth was reaped(Revelation 14:14-16

T Even in destruction of Jerusalem, Jesus wteddhe on the clouds of heaven”
while remaining‘seated at the right hand of Power{Matthew 26:64).

T Represents Jesimlirectly converting through the gospel and His saints, éveot
physicallypresent HimselfNlat. 9:38; Luke 10:2; Acts 18:9-11; 1 Peter 3:18-20

T Listening to angel may indicate waiting on GMi(k 4:26-29; Acts 1:7).
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12.What is being gleaned in these two harvests®tifey reaping the same harvest
not, how are they different?

Then another angel came out of the temple whighhigavenhe also having a sharp

sickle And another angel came out from the altar, \Wwad power over fireand he

cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp Eckaying, “Thrust in your sharp

sickle and gathethe clusters of the vine of the eartfor her grapes are fully ripe.”

So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth aathgred the vine of the earth, and

threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of GdRevelation 14:17-19

T Clearly, thdatter harvest is intended fgudgmentanddestruction

T Therefore, th@reviousharvest must have been fedemptionandsalvation

T Similar to message of comfort of sealing God'spgiedefore destructiory (1-8).

T Comforting to know that although the differenceymat be obvious heréviat.

13:24-30, 36-43 evil may even triumph her®$a. 73, God makes a distinction.

11.Who is represented by the rider on the cloutiefirst harvest? Why is this
important? What is its significance?
Then | looked, and behold white cloud andon the cloud sat One like the Son of
Man, havingon His head a golden crowrandin His hand a sharp sickle And
another angel came out of the temple, crying wilthual voice to Him who sat on the
cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reagfor the time has come for You to reafor the
harvest of the earth is rip& So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His siokdethe
earth, andhe earth was reaped(Revelation 14:14-1¢
Tt Appears to be Jesus:
* ‘“the Son of Man"- Refers to Jesus’ humanitp4niel 7:13.

« “on the cloud”- Vehicle used to carry Jesus to heaven, bring Him fzackpring Him in judgment|
(Acts 1:9-11; Matthew 24:30.
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And another angel came out from the altar, who pader over fire, and he cried with a loud
to him who had the sharp sickle, sayinghtust in your sharp sickleand gathethe clusters of
the vine of the earthfor her grapes are fully rip¢ So the angel thrust his sickle into the ear|
and gathered the vine of the earth, ahrew it into the great winepress of the wrath of Go
Andthe winepress was trampled outside the cépdblood came out of the winepressp to the]
horses’ bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlga (Revelation 14:18-20

13. Compare the use of theinepress of the wrath of Godtiere to the original uses by Old
Testament prophetss@iah 63:1-6; Lamentation 1:15; Joel 3:9-15 What is the meaning
of this symbol?

“Ripeness”is used to show end of patience, passed readydgnjent Joel 3:12-13.
“Sharpness”implies both swiftness aratcuracyof judgment Hebrews 4:12-13.
“Trampling ...blood"refer to the judgment, destruction and extéaing. 1:15; Isa. 63:2-6.
The*wine” is used to refer to thelrunken” effect induced by the devastatideg. 63:6).
1600 =4 x 4 x 10 x 10 = Emphasize covering thddyshe breadth of impact & destructio
“Outside the city”— Associated criminall(Ki.21:13). Inner city not trampledRev. 11:1-3?

—+ — —+ — — —+
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2. Where else has the symbol of teea” been previously used in Revelation? Ho
is the“sea” here connected to those references, if any? Vghheisignificance of]
the symbol in this case?

And | sawsomething like a sea of glass mingled with fi@ndthose who have the

victory over the beasbver his image and over his mark and over thebermof his

name standing on the sea of glass, having harps of G§Revelation 15:9

T In13:1, the“sea beast’arose from thésea” ...

T If related, then this could represent societyima fn upheaval or turmoil.

T The“sea ofglass like crystal”is only mentioned id:6 as“before the throne”...

T God usesfire” to purify His saintsZec. 13:9;Mal. 3:2-4;1Cor.3:12-15; 1Pet.1}|

T Death, here associated with a fiery trial, isl#s¢ barrier, uninhabited that separgtes
us from God. It does not exist in eterniga (1).

T Here the saints are seen victoridissanding on the sea); conquering the beast ahd

its temptations through a fiery death, all whileiping GodActs 16:29. |

A, A, A2 A

3. What lessons can we learn from the song sangdsgetstanding on the sea of glas8” How
does this compare to previous questions and sdfeged to God by His saints?

They sing theong of Mosesthe servant of Godandthe song of the Lampsaying: “Great and
marvelous are Your workd ord God Almighty!Just and true are Your way< King of the
saints! Who shall not fear You O Lord,and glorify Your namé For You alone are holyFor
all nations shall come and worship before Yokior Your judgments have been manifestéd
(Revelation 15:3-3
T Even those suffering martyrdom recognize God to be

“Great and marvelous are your workgPsalm 92:5; 98:1; 145:1).

“Just and true”

“Holy”

Worthy of reverence and glory

Worthy of worship fronfall nations” (Psalm 86:9; Jeremiah 10:7; Romans 14:11; Phil. 2:10-11

T Desplte every miscarriage of justiténey are without excuse{(Romans 1:18-22.
T Those most abused are not only ultimately delivént also singing His praises.
T The Song of Moses was foreshadowing of the SorlgeopEamb - one and the same.

82 + 9

1. Does the following vision represent a retellifighe already told story, oris it a
continuation? How do you know?

Then | saw another sign in heaven, great and manglseven angels havitle seve

last plaguesfor in them the wrath of God is completéRevelation 15:9)

T How can something Bast” if it is not part of something that carfiest?

T How can somethintcomplete” God’s wrath, if it was not part of something that
was previouslyncomplet&

Tt Necessarily implies this isa@ntinuationinstead of aecapitulation, retelling.

2 ;o

ThenMoses and the children of Israel sang this songthe LORD, and spoke, saying: “I will
sing to the LORD, FoHe has triumphed gloriouslyThe horse and its rider He has thrown in
the sea! Th&ORD is my strength and sond\nd He has become rsglvation He is my God,
and | will praise Him My father’s God, and | will exalt Him. The LOR®a man of war; The
LORD is His name. ... Your right hand, O LORD, hasdme glorious in power; Your right
hand, O LORD, has dashed the enemy in pieces.inhé greatness of Your excellence You
have overthrown those who rose against Y&fou sent forth Your wrath; It consumed them like
stubble. ... Who is like You, O LORD, among the gods? Who igliou, glorious in holiness,
Fearful in praises, doing wonders?. You inYour mercyhave led forth The people whom Yo
have redeemed(ou have guided them in Your strength To Your hdigbitation. ... Fear and
dread will fall on them; By the greatness of Yormahey will be as still as a stone, Till Your
people pass over, O LORD, Till the people pass @ieom You have purchasedou will bring
them in and plant them In the mountain of Your inlgance, In the place, O LORD, which
You have made For Your own dwelling, The sanctua®Lord, which Your hands have
established The LORD shall reign forever and evér (Exodus 15:1-18

o
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4. What were provided to the seven angels, and whatrepresented by them?
After these things | looked, and behalt temple of the tabernacle of the testimon
in heaven was openedAndout of the temple came the seven angels havingstnen
plagues clothed in pure bright linen, and having theirsits girded with golden band
Thenone of the four living creatures gave to the seamels seven golden bowls fyl
of the wrath of Godwho lives forever and eve(Revelation 15:5-7

Loosening the sevéseals” reveal unleashedGod’s plan of judgment.
Sounding the sevetrumpets” warn of judgment througlpartial destruction.
Pouring the sevetbowls of wrath” executgudgment througlfull destruction.
The“bowls” affect the same elements as ‘tttempets”, but to greater extent.
God’s judgment of Rome has escalated so there tisrning back, although
opportunities to repent will still be presented.

—+ —+ —+ —+ —+
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T Writing Style

T Date of Writing

T Author

T Millennial Views

T Interpretive Views

T Sovereignty of God

T Righteousness of God
T Worthiness of the Lamb
T Love of God

T Faithful unto Death

T Numeric Symbols

T Structure and Outline

t Christ among Lampstands* Fiery Army of Four Angels

t Letters to Seven ChurchésMighty Angel, Little Book
t God on His Throne t Two Witnesses

t The Lamb takes the Scrdll Child, Woman, & Dragon
t Loosening the Seven SehI&rophecies of Daniel

« The Four Horsemen 1 Sea Beast
+ Saints under the Altar t Earth Beast, False Prop
+ The Day of the Lord + Lamb on Mt. Zion

T Sealing the 144,000 4 gy ayed Army of 144,000
1 Glimpse of Paradise + Messages of Angels
T Sounding Seven Trumpeszarvesting the Earth

: The Four Plagues T Prelude to Seven Bowls

+ Locusts of Bottomless Pit
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5. What happened to the temple, and what is the pbthis occurrence?
Thetemple was filled with smoke from the glory of God afidm His power andno
one was able to enter the temple till the severgpies of the seven angels were
completed (Revelation 15:9
T Mt. Sinai was covered in smoke upon God's des@xdus 19:18; Hab. 3:3.
T Indicates his burning anger preceding fiery retign (Psalm 18:6-15.
T May emphasize that the timeinfercessorymercy was over.
T Compare to God telling people to stop prayidgig¢hn 5:15-16; Jeremiah 11:14;
Proverbs 1:24-33; John 17:3
Only judgment of Rome remained now. It could eaverted.

T Individuals could still repent and be saved, but émepirewas past saving:It
could not be healed(Jeremiah 51:7-9; 2 Chronicles 26:3p

—+
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1. What happens in the outpouring of the first threwls of wrath?
Then | heard a loud voice from the temple sayintipéoseven angelsGo and pour
out the bowls of the wrath of God on the earthSo thefirst went and poured out hig
bowllupon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sar@me upon the men who hiae
mark of the beast and those who worshiped his imagéen thesecondangel poured
out his bowPon the seaand itbecame blood as of a dead mandevery living
creature in the sea diedThen thehird angel poured out his bowbn the rivers and
springs of waterand theypecame bloodRevelation 16:1-4
1) Sore upon Worshippers of the Beast
2) Sea to Blood — Death to all Sea Creatures
3) Rivers & Springs to Blood

8 , B G9

4. According to théangel of the waters) why was God justified in His judgment o
wrath?

And | heardhe angel of the watersaying: “You arerighteous, O Lord The One who

is and who was and who is to IB&cause You have judged these thingr they

have shed the blood of saints and prophétad You havgiven them_blood to drink

Foritis their just due” And | heardanother from the_altarsaying, “Even so, Lord

God Almightytrue and righteous are Your judgments(Revelation 16:5-7

T Those who unrighteously shed blood must have tetod shed Genesis 9:§.

T “Righteous ... because You have judged3od is righting a wrong, avenging an
injustice in“giving them blood to drink”

T Additionally, this answers, satisfies the prayard cries of the saints for God to Jee

and act Revelation 6:9-11; 8:3-5; 14:17-20
1 Does Godknow, carg andact? Yes, ves, ves!

2 2 o+
2. Who is targeted by these plagues? Who is nettfi?
Then | heard a loud voice from the temple sayintpéoseven angels, “Go and pour
the bowls of the wrath of Gamh the earth” So the first went and poured out his bo
lupon the_earth and a foul and loathsome sore came ughenmen who had the mar|
of the beast and those who worshiped his imagéen the second angel poured ou
his bowl?on the seaand it became blood as of a dead man; evety living creature
in the sea died Then the third angel poured out his b8 the rivers and springs o
water, and they became blog@Revelation 16:1-4
1) The Earth — Those who Obeyed tB@rth Beast” (13:11-18.
2) The Sea — Origin of tHSea Beast"and creatures contained therei3:(1).
3) The Rivers & Springs — The fresh source that fekesea. ..

5. What might these symbolize?

Hailey and Harkrider — Natural disasters

T Waters are identified as political and ethnictesgj not literal watersRevelation
17:15; Jeremiah 51:42-4%

T Although natural disasters were certainly pamwe#kening, destruction of Rome,
these signs indicateayindicate people problems — government, political,
economic, racial, moral, wisdom, etc.

—+

3. What Old Testament story also contained pladestargeted one group while
sparing another? What was the lesson then? Ntigtgame lesson apply here a;
well?

T Similar to other plagues seen hefel(3; 14:9-20 and in symbol’s origin:

“ And in that day | will set aparthe land of Goshein which My people dwellthat ng

swarms of flies shall be theii@, order that you may know that | am the LORID the

midst of the land. will make a difference between My people and ygeople

Tomorrow this sign shall be(Exodus 8:22-23; 9:4, 25-26; 10:22-23; 11:5-7

T God knows His people and makes a distinction ggtintg them from the
punishment due sinners.

Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stahdsing this seal” The Lord knows

those who are Hig and, “?Let everyone who names the name of Christ depaotrir

iniquity.” (2 Timothy 2:19; see alsol Kings 19:18; Isaiah 40:26-2y

T He also expects us to purify ourselves; otherwigewill share in their judgment.

2% 0
T 7hSeal Seven Trumpets T 7hTrumpet Seven Bowls of Wrath
1) Earth Burned: Hail, Fire with Blood 1) Earth: Grievous Sore, Mark of Beas
2) Sea to Blood: Great Mountain Burnind?) Sea to Blood: Every Creature Died
3) Rivers, Fountains Poisoned: 3) Rivers, Fountains to Blood
Wormwood Star
4) Sun, Moon, Stars Darkened
5) Locusts from Bottomless Pit —
Tormented 5 months
6) Army from Euphrates: 200 M

4) Sun Scorched Men

5) Darkness on Beast's Kingdom — Me
Gnawed Tongues from Pain

6) Army from Euphrates: Gathered at
Armageddon
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6. What was affected by the fourth and fifth bowl/hat might this symbolize?
Then thdourth angel poured out his bowh the sun and power was given to him tg
scorch men with fire And men werscorched with great heat... Then thdifth angel
poured out his bowdn the throne of the beasandhis kingdom became full of
darknessandthey gnawed their tongues because of the péivevelation 16:8-10
4) The Sun — Scorch men with fire, great heat.
T Represent the leading luminary whether philosqpereperor, or false god ...
5) Throne of the Beast — Kingdom became full of dedey leading to intense pain.
T Represent the consequences of moral depravitymipetent government, or lost
hope ...
t Combined, represent the same imagery as hell -dfakness, and severe pain
(Matthew 25:30; Mark 9:43-48).

{Tatal

i _Man suffering a tatal withdrawal of God and allkif ble.

8. In the vision, what was accomplished by the sbdtvl of wrath? What could this
represent?

Then thesixth angel poured out his bowh the great river Euphratesandits water

was dried upso thathe way of the kings from the east might be prepared

(Revelation 16:13

T Euphrates River always served as a symbol of depoefense to keep out invad|
empires Jeremiah 46:2-10.

T Indicates that kingdoms and empires once heldytfill be able to start attacking
and invading.

T Eastern border of Roman Empire was always prdsg&arthian Empire.

7. What remarkable event did not occur followingteatthese plagues? What can|
learn about God and men from this common, recoothseérvation?

And men were scorched with great heat, and ti@sphemed the name of God who

has power over these plaguesidthey did_not repent and give Him glory.. They

blasphemed the God of heaven because of their paims their soresanddid not

repent of their deeds(Revelation 16:9, 1)

T Insistent on Sin - Men refused to acknowledge the @ho both punished them
and could also save them.

T Longsuffering, Merciful — God continues to judgelgunish in a way that is
leaving the door open to repentance, implying ilityiof grace and redemption.,

T “God is not Man”— Because God is perfect in knowledge, power, aadacker:

« Judges decisively when we would be reluctant taffutpportunity for gracel( Samuel 15:29.
«  Waits when we would hurry to destroyidsea 11:9.

we

T God isjustin His judgment. Respect Hiseverity” (Romans 11:23.

9. Is the releasing of the three frogs part of thigpouring of the bowl, or are they a
response to it? How do you know?

And | sawthree unclean spiritdike frogs comingut of the mouth of the dragorout

of the mouth of the beasaind out othe mouth of the false prophetFor they are

spirits of demonsperforming signs, which go outtiee kings of the earth and of the

whole world to gather them to the battle of that great day of Golirdghty. (Rev.

16:13-19

Appears to be a response, because bowls are foan Bogs are from the Devil.

The“kings of the eastrepresent nations used to bring judgment againsteRo

As counter, the Devil and his agents summon athgons as allies to help them i

a coming decisive battléthe battle of that great day of God Almighty”

The“earth beast” (13:11-1§ is now called théfalse prophet”.

Miracles performed bSfrogs” are fake, trickery likéearth beast” before @

— =+  ——+—+

Corinthians 11:13-15; Exodus 7-8; Matthew 24:24; 7'
di i Devil to su i
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“... for at this timel will send all My plagues to your very hearnd on your servant:
and on your peoplghat you may know that there is none like Me in dfie earth
Now if | had stretched out My hand and struck ynd wour people with pestilence,
then you would have been cut off from the eartit idleed for this purpodéhave
raised you up, that | may show My power in yaand thatMy name may be declared
in all the earth As yet you exalt yourself against My peojifethat you will not let
them go.”(Exodus 9:14-1F
T By God permitting the Devil to summon his fullesigth:

* He judges and destroys the Devil more completely.

* Makes a greater example out of the Devil.

< Eliminates excuses with every delay.

82 3 9

10.Why is Jesus’ warning interjected at verse Hg®v does this relate to the contex

“Behold, | am coming_as a thiefBlesseds hewho watches, and keeps his garmen

lest he walk naked and they see his shaiffeeVelation 16:15

T Jesus directly repeats, emphasizes warnings pisgdyigiven.

T His saints must keep themselves pure lest thay $héhe beast’s destruction.

Tt Here, emphasizes tseaddennessjuicknesf judgment.

T Lesson:We must not play the middle, delaying to act in\detion; otherwise,
Jesus’ judgment will catch us by surprise, unpregdike a‘thief in the night”, like
other judgments past and futuMgtthew 24:37-51; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-4; 2
Peter 3:3-10.

Tt Are we deliberately partaking in theassing pleasures of sin'intending to fully
repent just before judgmer®élatians 6:7-8§? Or, are wéwatching, keeping our

|__garments clean?

TS

12.Who or what is the target of the seventh bowbaith?

Then theseventhangel poured out his bowito the air, anda loud voice came out of

the temple of heaverirom the throne, saying, “It is done!”(Revelation 16:17%

T The Air — Directly targeting th&rince of the power ofhe air” (Ephesians 2:2.

T Could be another reference to the Devil's inflieenger the kingdoms, governme
of this age Katthew 4:8-9). God has taken away the Devil’s rule over them?

T Alternatively, could be emphasizing the certaiotyhe unseeable. Air, the least
tangible, is associated with the most certain, metec-"It is done!”.

T Although we cannot see God’s judgments now (aseddiate recipients of
Revelation), we can be certain of their accomplishinfl4:8).

T Another alternative, wind & air are associatechdifie (Genesis 2:]. Maybe God
is reclaiming the breath, the air, the life He ogege to the Roman empire?

2 "%

Andthey gathered them togethéo the placesalled in Hebrew, ArmageddoriRev. 16:16
11. What is the significance of Megiddo in the OkkBament? What might be the significancp
of Mount Megiddo (Armageddon) in this context?
T Valley of Megiddo was a location of decisive kegtin Old Testament:
Barak and Deborah versus Canaanite kidgsiges 5:19.
Gideon versus Midianitegidges 6:33.
Saul loses to Philistined Gamuel 31:§.
Ahaziah dies from Jehu’s arrowa Kings 9:27).
Josiah loses to Pharaoh-Necf&oK(ings 23:29-30.
1t There is no real, physical Mount Megiddo — onlpwan (Joshua 17:11; Judges 1:27
waters Judges 5:19, and a valleyZ Chronicles 35:22; Zechariah 12:1}L
Tt May indicate that God igranting every advantagéo the enemy — the highest point in thg
ideal location still won't help the Devil.
T Only reference tbArmageddon’in the entire Bible!
T Probably parallel references in sixth trum@e18-21) and final battle scene$q:11-21).
1t No more literal thafifrogs” and 200,000,000 army of lion-horses with snake-bedélils.

And there wereoisesandthunderingsandlightnings; and there was great

earthquake such a mighty and great earthquake as hadoccurred since men were

on the earth Nowthe great city was divided into three parendthe cities of the

nations fell. Andgreat Babylon was remembered before Gaalgive hethe cup of

the wine of the fierceness of His wrathTherevery island fled awayand the

mountains were not found Andgreat hail from heaven fell upon mereach hailston

about the weight of a talent. (Revelation 16:18-2)

13.Does this represent final destruction? How aio know?

T No, similar to scene of sixth seal and finalitysef’enth trumpet.

T Plus, after thégreat hail from heaven'falls, men still have an opportunity to rep|
... (Hebrews 9:27.

Ent
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14.Why is men’s response to this plague so unjustshameful?
... Menblasphemed Gobecause of the plague of the halil, since that pdagas
exceedingly greaf{Revelation 16:2)
T Represents the extrerhardenednature of these people (contr&sio. 9:27-35.
Tt They insist on blaming God instead of takiegponsibilityandrepenting(Gen. 3.
Tt Warns against theardening, deceivingrature of sin, destroying man’s ability to

rightly, morally judge Ephesians 4:17-19; Romans 1:21-32
Beware brethren, lest there be in any of yaw evil heart of unbelief in departinfrom
the living God; bugexhort one another dailywhile it is called “Today” lest any of
you be_hardened through the deceitfulness of siRor we have become partakers 9
Christif we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfastthe end... (Hebrews
3:12-149

D inility i & si God:

2 5 C

To the others He said in my hearing, “Go after him through the citykdihdlo not let your
eye spare, nor have any pityJtterly slay old and young men, maidens and little childre
and womenbut do not come near anyone on whom is the mark; and begin at My
sanctuary.” So they began with the elders who were before the temple. Then lde sai
them, “Defile the temple, arfil the courts with the slain Go out!” And they went out an
killed in the city. So it was, thawhile they were killing them, | was left alonand| fell

on my face and cried outnd said, ‘Ah, Lord GOD! Will You destroy all the remnant of
Israel in pouring out Your fury on Jerusalem? Then He said to me, The iniquity of the
house of Israel and Judahesceedingly greatand the land i$ull of bloodshed and the
city full of perversity, for they say;The LORD has forsaken the land, and the LORD do
not see!” And as for Me alsdyly eye will neither spare, nor will | have pityout | will
recompense their deeds on their own hea(Ezekiel 9:5-1Q

T Surprisingly, God wants us to understand His justm@. 3:4, 25-2§, even in pouring

out His wrath. Théjudgment” shown to us is not the actual judgment, but its reasd

Organization & Agents
1t God on the Throne
T Jesus, Worthy Lamb on Zion
T Two Witnesses — Apostles
+
+

Organization & Agents
The Dragon — The Devil
Sea Beast — Roman Empire
Earth Beast, False Prophet
Babylon, Harlot — City of Rome
Marked Beast Worshippers

Message & Invitation

Pleasure Now )
Tt Threat of Temporary Persecutioh

?2?7?

Sealed 144,000 Saints
Message & Invitation

Eternal Bliss Later

Threat of Eternal Torment

—+ —+ —+ —+ —+

—+
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Furthermore He said to me, “Son of malo, you see what they are doinpegreat abominationghat the
house of Israel commits hete,make Me go far away from My sanctugtyNow turn again, you will see
greater abominations So He brought me to the door of the court; and when | looked, there was a hi
the wall. Then He said to me, “Son of mdig, into the walf; and when | dug into the wall, there was a
door. And He said to meGb in, and see the wicked abominationhich they are doing there.” So I we]
in and saw, and there — every sort of creeping thing, abominable beasts, and all the idols of tiué houg
Israel, portrayed all around on the walls. And there stood before them seventy inewlders of the houd
of Israel, and in their midst stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan. Each man had a censer in his han
thick cloud of incense went up. Then He said to me, “Son ofhraae,you seewhat the elders of the hou:
of Israel do in the dark, every mamthe room of his idol& For they say, ‘The LORD does not see tise
LORD has forsaken the land.” And He said to miEyth again, and you will see greater abominations
that they are doing.” ... And He said to mé{éve you seen this, O son of mais it a trivial thing to the
house of Judah to commit the abominations which they commit here? For thdijidvee land with
violence then they haveeturned to provoke Me to angemndeed they put the branch to their nose.
Therefore I also will act in fury My eye will not spare nor will | have pity; and though they cry in My e:
with a loud voice, I will not hear them(Ezekiel 8:6-1§

-
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1. What is the scope of this harlot’s influence?wHoany people is she affecting? 4. What name is assigned to the harlot? Is thieral name? If not, what does it
Then one of the seven angels who had the seves bamk and talked with me, sayihg mean?
to me, “Come, | will show yoile judgment of the great harlot who sits on many The woman waarrayed in purple and scarleiandadorned with_gold and precious
waters with whomnthe kings of the earth committed fornicatiomndthe inhabitants stones and pear|shavingin her hand a_golden cup full of abominations and the
of the earth were made drunkith the wine of her fornication.{Revelation 17:1-3 filthiness of her fornication Andon her forehead a name was writteMYSTERY,
T She is affecting all classes — kings and inhalstant BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE
t Her influence is broad“the earth”. ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. (Revelation 17:4-5
t “The earth” may represent the unregenerate, those bound ortigion. T Previous Allusions Rev. 14:8; 16:19cup, wine, fornication, global influence).
t The“many waters”will be explained later in verse 15 ... T No, not literal. This is a book of symbois{).
T Represents all that is sensual, lustful, alluranyd appealing to sirl John 2:15-17
Ephesians 2:3, specifically associated with the Roman empire igh capital.
T Precedent — The Four Great Harlots of Old Testamethecy ...
n + O *
2. How is she influencing other people? What poweeesattributed to her? T Nineveh, Capital of Assyria — Harlot of ConquesC8uelty:
Then one of the seven angels who had the seves bamk and talked with me, sayihg Woe tathe bloody city It is all full of lies androbbery: Its victim never departs. The
to me, “Come, | will show you the judgment of treag harlot who sits on many noise of avhip And the noise of rattling wheels, Of galloping fesisOf clattering
waters, with whorthe kings of the earth committed fornicatigmndthe inhabitants chariots! Horsemen charge with bright sword anittgfing spear. There ia multitude
of the earth were made drunk with the wine of herrfiication.” (Revelation 17:1-3 of slain, A great number of bodies, Countless cagps They stumble over the corpsps
T Seductive — Convinces strong mékir{gs” ) to sin with her Pro. 5:1-14; 7:6-27. —because of the multitude of harlotries of the seduetharlot, The_mistress of
+ Intoxicating — Uses substances to inhibit judgmieitease vulnerability sorceries, :Nho sells natlons_through"her harlotrig&nd families th_ro_ugh her )
(Habakkuk 2:5, 15; Proverbs 23:27-35 sorceries Behold,»l am against you,” says the LORD of tso8l WI" lift your skirts
) L . i over your face, | will show the nations your nakesh) And the kingdoms your shanfe.
Tt What she offers entraps the kings and nationsiag God's wrath Jer. 51:7). - . N B
X - . I will cast abominable filth upon you, Make yoteyiknd make you a spectacle. It shall
T What does this mean in practice? ... come to pass that all who look upon you Will fleenfyou, and sayNineveh is laid
waste!Who will bemoan her?’ Where shall | seek comfortersyou?” (Nahum 3:1-7)
2 B 2 *
3. Upon whom or what does the harlot sit? Howis $slecond entity described? Hqw T Nineveh, Capital of Assyria — Harlot of ConquesCguelty.

does this entity relate to previously describedattars?
So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wittess. And | saw a womaitting on &
scarlet beastvhich wasfull of names of blasphemy, having seven heads agml t
horns. (Revelation 17:3
T Thisis the“sea beast”of chapterl3:
Then | stood on the sand of the sea. And |a&eastising up out of the sea, having|
seven heads and ten hornand on his horns ten crowns, aowl his heads a
blasphemous name(Revelation 13:1)
T So, thé'sea beast’supports, upholds, carries thggeat harlot”. How?

T Babylon, Capital of Babylon — Harlot of Conquestu€lty, Wealth & Idolatry:
“Come down and sit in the dust,\@gin daughter of BabylonSit on the ground
without a throne, @aughter of the Chaldeand-or you shallno more be called
Tender and delicate Take the millstones and grind meRémove your veil, Take off
the skirt, Uncover the thigh...Your nakedness shall be uncovered. O daughter of
the ChaldeansFor you shallno longer be called The Lady of Kingdom$was angr
with My people ..given them into your hand. You showed them no mercut thesq
two things shall come to you In a moment, in one @he loss of children, and
widowhood... Because of the multitude of your sorcerjg=or the great abundance
your enchantmentsFor you haverusted in your wickedness... Stand nowith your
enchantments And the multitude of your sorcerjéa which you have labored from
your youth — Perhaps you will be able to profit, iRagps you will prevail(lsa. 47:1-15
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T Nineveh, Capital of Assyria — Harlot of ConquesCéuelty.

Tt Babylon, Capital of Babylon — Harlot of Conquest,€lty, Wealth & Idolatry.
Tt Tyre — Harlot of Commerce & WealtlC6lossians 3:%:

The burden againStyre. Wail, you ships of Tarshish! For it is laid was8» that therd
is no house, no harbor; she is a marketplace for the nation®8e ashamed, O
Sidon; For the sea has spoken, The strength afe¢hesaying, I'do not labor, nor
bring forth children; Neither do | rear young men, Nor bring up virgihs.. Tyre will
be forgotten seventy years ... At the end of seyeatsg it will happero Tyre as in thg
song of the_harlot Take a harp, go about the ciyou forgotten_harlot Make sweet
melody, sing many song&hat you may be remembergdAnd it shall be, at the end
seventy years, that the LORD will visit Tyre. SHiereturn to her hire, and commit
fornication with all the kingdomf the world on the face of the eartHer gain and
her pay will be set apafor the LORD ..(Isaiah 23:1-19
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T Nineveh, Capital of Assyria — Harlot of ConquesCguelty.

T Babylon, Capital of Babylon — Harlot of Conquest,i€lty, Wealth & Idolatry.
T Tyre — Harlot of Commerce & WealtiE6lossians 3:%.

T Jerusalem — Harlot of Injustice & Spiritual Aduitesy Idolatry.

T Rome —A composite harlot, like the composite bebshapterl3:

Blasphemy — Idolatry of Jerusalem and ancient Babylon

Sorceries — Idolatry and immorality like Nineveh, ian¢ Babylon

Seductive — Nineveh

Fornication with Nations — Commerce & trade like Tyre

Persecution & Martyrdom — Injustice, cruelty, and corstjé Jerusalem, Nineveh and Babylon.
Decadent Wealth — Tyre and ancient Babylon.

Mother of Harlots — Contrast with Babylon's claim to*hady of the Nations”

*

T Nineveh, Capital of Assyria — Harlot of ConquesCéuelty.

Tt Babylon, Capital of Babylon — Harlot of Conquestu€ty, Wealth & Idolatry.

Tt Tyre — Harlot of Commerce & Wealti¢lossians 3:3.

T Jerusalem — Harlot of Injustice, Adultery & Idojatr

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which heaaweerning_ Judah and Jerusalem
... “Alas, sinful nation, A people laden with iniquiA brood of evildoers, Children wl
are corrupters! They have forsaken the LORD, Tteselprovoked to anger The Hol
One of Israel, They have turned away backward. .th&daughter of Zion is lefas a
booth in a vineyard, As a hut in a garden of cucarapAs a besieged city. ... Htve
faithful city has become a harlotlt was full of justice; Righteousness lodged in it,
But now murderers ... Your princes are rebellious, And companiorthief/es;
Everyone loves bribes, And follows after rewardeeyldo not defend the fatherless,
Nor does the cause of the widow come before th@saiah 1:1-23

o
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5. What prompts John to marvel at the harlot?

| saw the womardrunk with the blood of the saints and with the bload the martyrs

of Jesus Andwhen | saw_her, | marveled with great amazeme(fRevelation 17:

T Her wine was not real alcohol, but murdering thiats of Jesus!

T Represents a city reeling in delirious pleasuteetieath of Christians!

T Put yourself in John’s place. How would you feeelvatch the one responsible fo|
the death of everyone holy, righteous, faithful &mat you loved, laughing
hysterically and staggering in overwhelming delightheir torture and cruel deat

T Itis amazing that a spectacular, splendorouscaityd be so cruel, hateful, and
wicked!

T Itis amazing that such a city has not yet beatrolged — but soon, that will be
reckoned, which is the point of chapiétand18.

*

Tt Nineveh, Capital of Assyria — Harlot of ConquesCéuelty.

Tt Babylon, Capital of Babylon — Harlot of Conquestu€lty, Wealth & Idolatry.

Tt Tyre — Harlot of Commerce & Wealti¢lossians 3:3.

T Jerusalem — Harlot of Injustice, Adultery & Idojatr

“Have you not brought this on yourself, In that ylmaveforsaken the LORD your Go
WhenHe led you in_the way And now why takifie road to EgyptTo drink the waterp
of Sihor? Or why takéhe road to AssyriaTo drink the waters of the River? Your oyn
wickedness will correct you ... Know therefore aredtbat it isan evil and bitter thing
That you have forsaken the LORD your God For of old | have broken your yoke |..
Andyou said, ‘I will not transgres$ Whenon every high hill and under every gree|
tree You lay down, playing the harlot... They and their kings and their princes, ard
their priests and their prophets, Sayitoga tree, ‘You are my fathgrAndto a stone,
‘You gave birth to me.... For according tahe number of your cities Are your gods,|

1O Judaf. (Jeremiah 2:17-28)
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6. What is meant by the description of the beast‘thas and is not and yet i’
But the angel said to me, “Why did you marvel@ll tell you the mystery of the
woman and of the beast that carries hevhich haghe seven heads and the ten
horns. Thebeast that you sawwvas, ancfis not, and®will ascend out of the
bottomless pit andgo to perdition And those who dwell on the earth will marvel,
whose names are not written in the Book of Lifenfthe foundation of the world, whg¢n
they sedhe beast thatwas, ancfis not, and®yet is” (Revelation 17:7-8
Tt Two possibilities to discuss in more detail labert generally:

« Implies Roman empire recovered from a near dis§s88) but disaster will ultimately befall it.

« Beast represents succession of empires, rising dimgjfa the same underlying spirit dying and

returning as one empire dies and is succeeded by amgire with the same fundamental nature]
Rome is only the current incarnation of this beast., {ifee Devil is behind all anti-God gov't.)

T Note, the originjout of the bottomless pit"is associated with the devilish influerjce
| wielded over this empire9-1-2 11:7-13:2:20°1 )

82 : 9

9. What is the significance of tHevaters ... where the harlot sit§”

Then he said to me, “Theaterswhich you sawwhere the harlot sits, are peoples,

multitudes, nations, and tonguées(Revelation 17:15

T Represent many different kinds of people that wdna governed and influenced by
the harlot.

T Rome’s inability to unite the various conqueretiames, languages, and ethnicitie:
into a single, cohesive empire fulfillson mixed with ceramic clay ... but they will
not adhere to one anothe(Daniel 2:41-43.

T This cannot apply to Jerusalem, which eliminatesePist application to destructign
of Jerusalem in 70 AD.

T Cannot apply to Papal Rome because of limitatigpoised bythings which must
shortly take place(1:1).

2

7. How does the angel interpret the heads of theodfagHow does this help us understand who the bepast
really is?
“Here is the mind which has wisdoniTheseven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits
There are alsseven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet camewhen he comese
must continue a short time Andthe beast that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is of the
seven, and is going to perditioh(Revelation 17:9-1)
T “Sevenheads” “sevenmountains” “sevenkings” seven kingdomsOaniel 7:17-23.
1 Literally, the city of Rome was built on top of seVrls, but this is a figurative, symbolic book ...
A. Complete number of Roman emperor& Aligustus ... % Nero, 8" Vespasian, 7 Titus, 8" Domitian).
Opposite of history ~many more emperors and petisecuame after Domitian, not before.
Puts writing in time of Vespasian, contrary toeuidence for both early and late dates.
B. Complete number of provinces and kingdoms that cisethe Roman empire.
These kingdoms, provinces support the lifestyle ifidence of the harlot.
Recall, kings & kingdoms were interchanged becatisegreat king that built the kingdom. ... Here tiiaét represents a powerful
king, epitomizing the empireD@aniel 7:17-23.
C. Complete number of empires that have fought Gpelyple under the Dragon’s direction:
Symbolic, but could include: Ancient Babylon, Asay Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece ... (kingsempires Daniel 7:17-23.
Rome would be current empirtoge is”). But, most had passetfiye have fallen’).
The last;not yet come’, could be the one described in Revela@hn7-92
Theeighth” may emphasize a common, composite nature to st empires. They have common source and detingition)
i he 2 fom of el dicai Sorth dior 2
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10. What surprising, ironic attitude do the hornshifest toward the harlot? What do
they do to her — and ultimately, why? What weakriEsss this exhibit within the
dragon’s army?

“And the ten hornswhich you saw on the beast, these hdite the harlof make her

desolate and nakeaat her fleshandburn her with fire. For God has put it into thei

hearts to fulfill His purpose to be ofone mind and togive their kingdom to the beagt

until the words of God are fulfilled’ (Revelation 17:16-1§

Although initially submissive to Rome, the pettpds will sabotage Rome.

Selfish, evil, wicked people only unite for sdifisurposes — as long as it suits th¢m.

Once their common goal is realized, they will tameach otheilHze. 16:37-4)L

God often uses this to His advantage, to realisepbrposesjudges 9:1-24.

Edom, Moab & AmmonZ Chr. 20:23), Midian Judges 7:22, Philistines { Sam.

—+ —+ —+ —+ —+

14:20)
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8. How are the horns of the beast interpreted bytigel? How do the horns suppdrt
the dragon’s agenda?
“The ten horns which you saw are ten kinggho haveeceived no kingdom as yet
but theyreceive authority for one hour as kings with the k&aThese are of one
mind, andthey will give their power and authority to the beaasThese willmake war
with the Lamb andthe Lamb will overcome thepfor He is Lord of lords and King of
kings; andthose who are with Him are called, chosen, and fdith” (Rev. 17:12-14
T “Tenhorns” “tenkings” Complete number of leaders:
Petty kings or provincial rulers.
T Submit to the beast hoping to receive greaterositytand power.
T Their power is increased, but only for a littleileh
Tt They will drive persecution against the Lamb’srchu& saints but ultimately lose

I Have we answered the gospel call and been chosen®e remaining faithfu

2

11.Who or what does the beast represent? Who atr ddes the harlot represent?

“And the womarwhom you saus that great citywhichreigns over the kings of the
earth.” (Revelation 17:18

“The Scarlet Beast” “The Great Harlot”

1T Same as thisea beast”of 13:1. T Rules, influences many nations, ethnicitigs.

T Same composite descriptionéniel 7. T Rules over all the kings.

t Same war as™beast oDaniel 7. T Enticed others to fight God and kill saints

t Same war as"kingdom ofDaniel 2. T Wealthy, seductive, alluring and immoral.

T First 3 kingdoms of Daniel 2, 7 are named: T Symbolized by ancient Babylon capital.
Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece T Mother of harlots & abominations.

t Rome is # empire by history. T Wealth, immoral influence supported &

T Church was established during Roman spread by empire’s conquest.

empire, which persecuted the church.
The Roman Empire

T Although hated & sabotaged by constituepts.
Capital City of Rome
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The Beast

Power was given him over all peoples,
tongues, and nation&g:7)

The Harlot

Sitting upon peoples, multitudes, nations, a

tongues {7:15).

Those who worship the beast and his image Kings of earth committed fornication with hej

will drink of the wine of the wrath of God she made all nations drink the wine of the

(14:9-10. wrath of her fornication1(7:2; 14:8).

The beast i%of the seven”(17:11). Her position was the same as seated on the
seven heads of the beabT (9).

The beast made war with the saints and kille&he was drunk with the blood of saints and

God’s two witnessesl(:7; 13:7). martyrs of Jesusl{:6).

The ten horns are ten kings that receive pow&he is the great city which reigned over the

with the beast1(7:12, 1§. kings of the earthl(7:18).

Adapted frorHarkridel, 20

52

1. Compare the description of this harlot’s destoucand condemnation to similar
uses of this symbol in Old Testament prophétghum 3:1-7; Isaiah 23:15-18;
47:1-15; 1:21; Jer. 2:20

The description of the harlot and her sins weowiged chapter 17.

Many similarities were observed then.

Her arrogance, attitude toward judgment, and fiiestruction are shown here in
For the sake of time, we will pass over revisitingse passages establishing mo
similarities ...

—+ —+ —+ —+
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T Nineveh, Capital of Assyria — Harlot of ConquesC8uelty:

Woe tathe bloody city It is all full of lies androbbery: Its victim never departs. The
noise of avhip And the noise of rattling wheels, Of galloping hessOf clattering
chariots! Horsemen charge with bright sword anittefling spear. There ia multitude|
of slain, A great number of bodies, Countless caps They stumble over the corps
—because of the multitude of harlotries of the seduetharlot, The_mistress of
sorceries, Wha sells nations through her harlotrigsnd families through her
sorceries “Behold, | am against you,” says the LORD of tsp&l will lift your skirts
over your face, | will show the nations your nakesh) And the kingdoms your shan
I will cast abominable filth upon you, Make yoteyiknd make you a spectacle. Its
come to pass that all who look upon you Will fleenfyou, and sayNineveh is laid
waste!Who will bemoan her?’ Where shall | seek comfortersyou?” (Nahum 3:1-7)

ES

*

T Nineveh, Capital of Assyria — Harlot of ConquesCguelty.

T Babylon, Capital of Babylon — Harlot of Conquestu€lty, Wealth & Idolatry:
“Come down and sit in the dust,\@gin daughter of BabylonSit on the ground
without a throne, @aughter of the Chaldeand-or you shallno more be called
Tender and delicate Take the millstones and grind meRémove your veil, Take off
the skirt, Uncover the thigh...Your nakedness shall be uncovered. O daughter of
the ChaldeansFor you shallno longer be called The Lady of Kingdom$was angr
with My people ..given them into your hand. You showed them no mercut thesq
two things shall come to you In a moment, in one @he loss of children, and
widowhood... Because of the multitude of your sorcerjg=or the great abundance
your enchantmentsFor you haverusted in your wickedness... Stand nowith your
enchantments And the multitude of your sorcerjéa which you have labored from
your youth — Perhaps you will be able to profit, iRagps you will prevail(lsa. 47:1-15

=
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T Nineveh, Capital of Assyria — Harlot of ConquesCéuelty.

Tt Babylon, Capital of Babylon — Harlot of Conquest,€lty, Wealth & Idolatry.
Tt Tyre — Harlot of Commerce & WealtlC6lossians 3:%:

The burden againStyre. Wail, you ships of Tarshish! For it is laid was8» that therd
is no house, no harbor; she is a marketplace for the nation®8e ashamed, O
Sidon; For the sea has spoken, The strength afe¢hesaying, I'do not labor, nor
bring forth children; Neither do | rear young men, Nor bring up virgihs.. Tyre will
be forgotten seventy years ... At the end of seyeatsg it will happero Tyre as in thg
song of the_harlot Take a harp, go about the ciyou forgotten_harlot Make sweet
melody, sing many song&hat you may be remembergdAnd it shall be, at the end
seventy years, that the LORD will visit Tyre. SHiereturn to her hire, and commit
fornication with all the kingdomf the world on the face of the eartHer gain and
her pay will be set apafor the LORD ..(Isaiah 23:1-19
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T Nineveh, Capital of Assyria — Harlot of ConquesCguelty.

T Babylon, Capital of Babylon — Harlot of Conquest,i€lty, Wealth & Idolatry.
T Tyre — Harlot of Commerce & WealtiE6lossians 3:%.

T Jerusalem — Harlot of Injustice & Spiritual Aduitesy Idolatry.

T Rome —A composite harlot, like the composite bebshapterl3:

Blasphemy — Idolatry of Jerusalem and ancient Babylon

Sorceries — Idolatry and immorality like Nineveh, ian¢ Babylon

Seductive — Nineveh

Fornication with Nations — Commerce & trade like Tyre

Persecution & Martyrdom — Injustice, cruelty, and corstjé Jerusalem, Nineveh and Babylon.
Decadent Wealth — Tyre and ancient Babylon.

Mother of Harlots — Contrast with Babylon's claim to*hady of the Nations”

*

T Nineveh, Capital of Assyria — Harlot of ConquesCéuelty.

Tt Babylon, Capital of Babylon — Harlot of Conquestu€ty, Wealth & Idolatry.

Tt Tyre — Harlot of Commerce & Wealti¢lossians 3:3.

T Jerusalem — Harlot of Injustice, Adultery & Idojatr

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which heaaweerning_ Judah and Jerusalem
... “Alas, sinful nation, A people laden with iniquiA brood of evildoers, Children wl
are corrupters! They have forsaken the LORD, Tteselprovoked to anger The Hol
One of Israel, They have turned away backward. .th&daughter of Zion is lefas a
booth in a vineyard, As a hut in a garden of cucarapAs a besieged city. ... Htve
faithful city has become a harlotlt was full of justice; Righteousness lodged in it,
But now murderers ... Your princes are rebellious, And companiorthief/es;
Everyone loves bribes, And follows after rewardeeyldo not defend the fatherless,
Nor does the cause of the widow come before th@saiah 1:1-23

o

* 5 *
You are not restricted by us, but you egstricted by your own affections.. Do not
be unequally yoked together with unbelieveFor what fellowshiphas righteousnesy
with lawlessness? Anghat communiorhas light with darkness? Anchat accord
has Christ with Belial? Owhat parthas a believer with an unbeliever? Ambat
agreementas the temple of God with idols? For you are #reile of the living God
As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk angpthem. | will be their God, And
they shall be My people.” Therefor€bme_out from among them And be separate]
says the LordDo not touch what is uncleanAnd | will receive you. | will be a Fathd
to you, And you shall be My sons and daughterss $eyLORD Almighty.”
Therefore, having these promises, beloletdys cleanse ourselvésom all filthiness o
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in ther fef God. (2 Corinthians 6:12-7:1)

*

Tt Nineveh, Capital of Assyria — Harlot of ConquesCéuelty.

Tt Babylon, Capital of Babylon — Harlot of Conquestu€lty, Wealth & Idolatry.

Tt Tyre — Harlot of Commerce & Wealti¢lossians 3:3.

T Jerusalem — Harlot of Injustice, Adultery & Idojatr

“Have you not brought this on yourself, In that ylmaveforsaken the LORD your Go
WhenHe led you in_the way And now why takifie road to EgyptTo drink the waterp
of Sihor? Or why takéhe road to AssyriaTo drink the waters of the River? Your oyn
wickedness will correct you ... Know therefore aredtbat it isan evil and bitter thing
That you have forsaken the LORD your God For of old | have broken your yoke |..
Andyou said, ‘I will not transgres$ Whenon every high hill and under every gree|
tree You lay down, playing the harlot... They and their kings and their princes, ard
their priests and their prophets, Sayitoga tree, ‘You are my fathgrAndto a stone,
‘You gave birth to me.... For according tahe number of your cities Are your gods,|

1O Judaf. (Jeremiah 2:17-28)

* 5 *
T Do not compromise — separate yourselfitually (2 Corinthians 6:12-7:1;
Ezekiel 37:21-28; Isaiah 52:1-1p

T Separate yoursgihysicallyto avoid sharing their punishmegtthew 24:14-34;
Jeremiah 39:11-40:6; Matthew 7:§.
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4 . 1]
After these things | saw another angel coming dfsam heaven, havingreat authority, and thd
earth wasilluminated with his glory And he criednightily with a loud voice saying, ‘Babylon
the greats fallen, is fallepand has become a dwelling place of demons, apfisr every foul
spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bifdr all the nations have drunk of the wing
of the wrath of her fornication the kings of the earth have committed fornicatiith her, and
the merchants of the earth have become rich thrahglabundance of her luxury(Revelation
18:1-3

And another angel followed, sayind&bylon_is fallen, is fallen, that great cityoecause she
has madell nations drink of the wine of the wrath of hewofnication.” (Revelation 14:9

2. How is the harlot’s fall as recordediif:1-3different than the message proclainiedg?

1 In the timeline14:8is “prophetic past tense(Rom. 4:17). Looking forward with certaintyl
T 18:1-3is prophesying of actual event and reaction aftegally is past —in the future.

T 18:1-3introduces detail of kings actually committing fimation and merchant’s exploitatign.

* 5 *
“Up, up! Flee from the land of the nortli says the LORD; “for | have spread you
abroad like the four winds of heaven,” says the DORUp, Zion! Escape, you who
dwell with the daughter of Babylai For thus says the LORD of hosts: “He sent M
after glory, to the nations which plunder you; fa¥ who touches you touches the ap
of His eye. For surelywill shake My hand_against them, and they shatdome spoi
for their servants Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has b&n Sing and
rejoice, O daughter of ZionfFor behold, | am coming and | will dwell in your mist”
says the LORDZechariah 2:6-10
1T Do not compromise — separate yourself spiritually ...

S @
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1 Alludes todesolationof aftermath:

“For My sword shall be bathed in heaven; Indeed it shall cdmen on_EdomAnd on the
people of My curse, for judgment The sword of the LORD is filled with blood ... a great
slaughterin the land of Edom ... For it isthe day of the LORD’S vengeanc&heyear of
recompense for the cause of Zion. No one shall pass through it forever and ever. tifsa|
pelican and the porcupine shall possessAisothe owl and the raven shall dwell in.iAnd|
He shall stretch out over it The line of confusion and the stones of emptinesshdlhesll
its nobles to the kingdom, Bubne shall be thergand allits princes shall be nothing And
thorns shall come up in its palaceettles and bramble# its fortresses; It shall be a
habitation of jackals, A courtyard for ostrichesThewild beasts of the deseshall also
meet with théackals Andthe wild goatshall bleat to its companion; Also théght
creatureshall rest there, And find for herself a place of rest. Therartuev snakeshall

make her nest and lay eggs And hatch, and gather them under her shadow; There also shall

thehawksbe gathered, Every one with her matélSaiah 34:5-15

8 49

“Render to hejjust as she rendered to ypandrepay her_double according to her

works in the cup which she has mixedix double for her In the measurethat she

glorified herself and lived luxuriously) the same measurgive her torment and

sorrow; for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as quegmg am no widow, and will not see

sorrow.” (Revelation 18:6-7

4. What is the significance of the harlot being sdfdouble ...in the cup which she
mixed™? Does this indicate an unjust punishment exceetiat of the crimes
committed? Explain.

T Allusion to balancing the scales of justice — regmirepeating or “doubling” the
original trouble,'torment and sorrow”that she created.

T Notice, she is repaitih the samemeasure™ not double of her measure.

1

“For all the nations have drunlof the wine of the wrath dfer fornication, thekings
of the earth have committed fornicationith her, and thenerchants of the earth havp
become richthrough the abundance of her luxury.” And | heartbther voice from
heaven saying,Come out of her, my people, lest you share in hessand lest you
receive of her plaguesFor hersins have reached to heaveandGod has
remembered her iniquitie$ (Revelation 18:3-§
3. How are the stated lessons similar? Why isttféme being repeated and
emphasized? Where else in Scripture is this shemed emphasized?

T Remember, nations, kings, and merchants havedgliesen seduced, compromiskd,

and partaken of her sins and are doomed with her ...

T Given her great, powerful influence, Jesus’ peapéenaturally warned not to be
overcome with her allure and likewise compromise sin.

1t Most pointed here, but alluded to previousB1¢; 2:20-22; 12:11, 17; 14:7-12

8 M 9

“Sit in silence, and go into darkne$3,daughter of the Chaldean&or you shall no
longer be called’he Lady of Kingdoms... you said,l‘shall be a lady forevetSo that
youdid not take these things to heaftlor remember the latter end of them. Theref
hear this now, you who aggven to pleasuresNVhodwell securelyWhosay in your
heart, 'l am, and there is no one else besides irghall not sit as a widow, Nor shal
know the loss of children’; But these two thisgall come to you In a moment, in o
day: The loss of children, and widowhood. They shathe upon you in their fullness
Because of the multitude of your sorcerjgsor the great abundance of your
enchantments Foryou have trusted in your wickednesgou have saidNo one seed
me’; Your wisdom angtour knowledge have warped ypAndyou have said in your
heart, 'l am, and there is no one else besides'mélsaiah 47:5-1Q
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8 M 9

“Son of man, say to the prince Bre, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Becaugeur heart
is lifted up, And you say|‘am a god, | sit in_the seat of godi the midst of the seaq

Yetyou are a man, and not a god@hough you set your heart as the heart of a god|..

By your great wisdom in trade you have increased yiches, And your heart is lifted
up because of your riches),” ‘Therefore thus sdaesltord GOD: “Because you have
set your heart as the heart of a god, Behold, fioeze | will bring strangers against
you, The most terrible of the nations; And theylisiraw their swords against the
beauty of your wisdom, And defile your splenddreyTshall throw you down into the|
Pit, And you shall die the death of the slain la thidst of the seadVill you still say
before him who slays you, ‘Il am a go#lButyou shall be a man, and not a gpth the
hand of him who slays you. You shall die the defthe uncircumcised By the hand|
aliens; For | have spoken,” says the Lord GOD(Ezekiel 28:2-10

2 3 8*59

T Next section describes reaction and shared loss of 3 groppspie
who did not heed warning aficome out” of the doomed city.

t Emphasizes warning by focusing on consequences of ignoring i

Emphasizes justice of God by punishing these 3 groups.

T Later, the reaction of these 3 groups will be contrastédreaction
of saints and heaven’s inhabitants ...

—+

8 5 9

5. What would happen to Babyléim one day”? Did this literally happen? If so,
when? If not, what does it represent?

Thereforeher plagues will come_in one daydeathandmourning andfamine. And

she will beutterly burned with fire for strong is the Lord God who judges her

(Revelation 18:§

1 Book of symbols:1) ...

T Emphasizesertaintyof destruction anéhability to resistGod’s judgment.

T Introduces point repeated and elaboratetBi21-24 Examine more closely then|..

D :

6. Why did the'kings of the earth mourn over Babylon’s fall?

“The kings of the earth who committed fornication and &d luxuriously with her will

weep and lament for hewhen they see the smoke of her burning, staradiag

distance for fear of her torment, sayinglds, alas, that great city Babylothat

mighty city! For in one hour your judgment has cdrRevelation 18:9-10

T Rome provided both sinful pleasure and decademntyuor the“kings of the
earth”, which now lost is the essential reason for thewurning.

T The suddenness also eliminated their opportuaitpifeparation, to reallocate the|
investments, and avoid loss.

T This is a selfish morning for the loss of pleaswesin.

=

7. Why did the‘'merchants of the earthinourn the fall of Babylon?
“And themerchants of the earthwill weepandmourn over herfor no one buys their
merchandise anymoremerchandise ofold andsilver, precious stoneandpearls fine
linen andpurple, silk andscarlet every kind o€itron wood every kind obbject of ivory
every kind of object afhost precious woadronze iron, andmarble andcinnamonand
incense fragrant oil andfrankincense wine andoil, fine flour andwheat cattleand
sheep horsesandchariots, andbodiesandsoulsof men. The fruit that your soul longed
for has gone from you, aral the things which are rich and splendid have gone from yqu,
and you shall find them no more at allThe merchants of these things, who became righ by
her, will stand at a distance for fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, and saias,
alas, that great city that was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scardet] adorned with
gold and precious stones and peatls!(Revelation 18:11-1%
T Like the“kings of the earth’] these merchants outwardly mourn the great city, but
inwardly, really, they mourn their personal loss.
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8. Why did the ship owners and sailors mourn hé? fal

[

“... Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship, sadpand as many as trade on the sda,
stood at a distance aratied out when they saw the smoke of her burnjisgying,
‘What is like this great city?They threw dust on their heads and cried ougpirg
and wailing, and sayingAlas, alas, that great city, in which all who hadlips on the
sea_became rich by her wealtRor in one hour she is made desolate(Revelation
18:17-19
T Like the kings and merchants, the ship ownerstlagid sailors mourn the loss of

wealth.

n n
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9. What did these three parties do to defend hprearent her fall? Lessons. 11.What significance was attached to the millstogi@g thrown into the sea?
“The kings of the earth .standing at a distance for feaof her torment ... And the Thena mighty angetook up a stone lika great millstoneandthrew it into the sea
merchants of the earth ... wiltand_at a distance for feasf her torment, weeping an saying, ‘Thus with violencehe great city Babylon shall ierown down, and shall
wailing ... Every shipmaster, all who travel by slsailors, and as many as trade on not be found anymorg (Revelation 18:23)
the seastood_at a distancand cried out ..."(Revelation 18:9-18 t The giant splash graphically depicts thmlence” associated with Rome’s
T All of these 3 parties benefitted and took pleasnrRome. destruction — tremendous impact, broadly seen.
T However, none of them were committed enough tedstdth her. t The disappearing stone depicts Rome’s completnabsafter destruction.
T Furthermore, none of them were powerful enougstdp it —“strong is the Lord t Emphasizes tremendous loss and irreversible naftReme’s destruction, which

God who judges her” ] o o emphasizes warning toome out” and God’s justice in reckoning her tremendo!
T Indicates, this was a truly selfish, and entidikloyal relationship. wickedness.
T This destruction, lack of true loyalty helps usetéhe long viewZ Peter 3:10-14;

Luke 12:13-21; 15:13-1%
T Where are our investmentglgtthew 6:19-34)? Will we be shocked like these?

. 3 LI
’

10.How are God'’s people contrasted with these thagges? 12.How is Babylon described after its fall?
“ Rejoice over herO heaven and yotholy apostlesandprophetsfor God has “The sound of harpists, musicians, flutists, andripetershall not be heard in you
avenged you on her!.. Andin her was found the blood of prophets and sairasd off anymore No craftsman of any craghall be found in you anymoreand the sound of
all who were slain on the earth (Revelation 18:20, 2% millstoneshall not be heard in you anymoreThe light of a lamp shatiot shine in
+ Because thefcame out” and were'faithful unto death”to the Lord, they do not you anymoreand the voice of bridegroom and bride simat be heard in you

suffer the total loss of those who found their “godRome. anymore For your merchants were the great men of thehe&ot by your sorcery all
t Instead, they can take joy in the reckoning astbration of justice. This represefits the nations were deceived(Revelation 18:22-23

the righteous joy associated with triumph of gowdreevil. T Indicates removal of things that make for joy, ffiapss, construction, and progre
t As the capital of the worldmpirg thecity of Rome was responsible for the murder t Emphasizes destruction and ruin of this city.

of saints committed throughout the empire, tyirg ltlrlot closely to the beast.

T Result of the decadent lust and immorality ped#ieslighout the world.
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T The entire city of Rome was never burned to tioeigu.

1t Furthermore, trade, commerce, marriages, busisieasd construction exist in
Rome even today.

13. Can these symbols be reconciled with histofyso,lhow? If not, to what do the:
apply?

T Rome did suffer tremendous damage to the cityulatipn, and physical loss (414,
455, 546 AD).

T Note, the plagues ultimately target the peopletth®buildings of Rome.

1t Therefore, critical to understand that the hatlw,'great city” represents the
people of Rome, its glory, allure, reputation, arfthence — the pagan,
blasphemous, persecuting city of John’s day.

Tt This was utterly destroyed, even if not everyding was burned to the ground.

+

1. Who was praising the Lord and why?

After these things | heard a loud voicé@fyreat multitude in heaversaying,

“ Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belongh® Lord our God! For
true and righteous are His judgments, because Hgldged the great harlot who
corrupted the earth with her fornication; and Hestevenged on her the blood of Hi
servants shed by herAgain they said“ Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and
ever!” AndZhe twenty-four eldersnd3the four living creaturesfell down and
worshiped God who sat on the throne, saying, “Anddigluia!” Then“a voice came|
from the throne saying, “Praiseour God all you His servants and those who fear
Him, both small and great!” And | heard, as it weTthe voice of a great multitudeas|
the sound of many waters and as the sound of milghtyderings, saying, “Alleluia!
For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns{Revelation 19:1-¢

T All the hosts of heaven and either an angel osiptysJesusJohn 20:17).

2 +

1. Who was praising the Lord amndy?

After these things | heard a loud voice of a greattitude in heaven, saying, “Allelui
Salvation and glory and honor and power belong®ltord our God! For true and
righteous are His judgmentsecause He has judged the great handto corrupted
the earth with her fornication; and He has avengecher the blood of His servants
shed by her.” Again they saidAtleluia! Her smoke rises up forever and evérAnd
the twenty-four elders and the four living creatufell down and worshiped God wh
sat on the throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” Tharvoice came from the throne,
saying, “Praise our God, all you His servants ahdge who fear Him, both small an|
great!” And | heard, as it were, the voice of a&gt multitude, as the sound of many
waters and as the sound of mighty thunderingsnsayAlleluia! For the Lord God
Omnipotent reigns!(Revelation 19:1-§

T In contrast with merchants, kings, and sailorayba rejoices over Rome'’s fall!

-O-

2. How is God described in this context, and howsdbe judgment against the gre
harlot reflect this conclusion?

After these things | heard a loud voice of a greattitude in heaven, saying, “Allelui

Salvationandglory andhonorandpower belong to the Lord our GddFor true and

righteousare His judgments becauséie has judged the great harlathocorrupted

the earthwith her fornication; andHe has_avenged on her the blood of His servant

shed by hef Again they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke rises @qrever and ever!” And

the twenty-four elders and the four living creatufell down and worshiped God wh

sat on the throne, saying, “Ameflleluia!” ... And | heard, as it were, the voice of §

great multitude, as the sound of many waters artti@sound of mighty thunderings

saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! (Revelation 19:1-§

T All Powerful — The city that conquered the world was conquere@g.

T Righteous— The corrupting harlot who unjustly murdered wastljuexecuted.
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. Who is represented by the Lamb’s wife? Where islshis symbol used in

Scripture? What might tHenarriage supper’represent in this symbol?
Contract — Father and Groom negotiates for bride, payingebpidce John 3:16,
29; Eph. 5:25; Acts 20:28.

Betrothal — Period of separation, while bride prepares andtges herself 2 Cor.
11:2; Eph. 5:25-27; Mat. 22:2-1) and groom makes preparatiodstfn 14:2-3.
Procession- Groom returns at unknown time with a shout todhnide to
marriage feast\atthew 25:1-13; 1 Thessalonians 4:16

Feast— Joy associated with Jesus’ return and God’s judgifMatthew 25:1-13
Revelation 20-2).

Cohabitation — Living with the Lord in eternity in heaveRévelation 21-23.

. O *

’
“Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, the marriage of the Lamlhas
come, anddis wife has made herself ready And to her it was granted to be arraye|

Organization & Agents Organization & Agents

in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linisnthe righteous acts of the saints. Then T The Dragon —The Devil . T God on the Throne .
he said to me, “Write:Blessed are those who are called_to the marriageger of the T Sea Beast - Roman Empire T Jesus, Worthy Lamb on Zion
Lamb!” And he said to me, “These are tiie sayings of God.(Revelation 19:7-9 t Earth Beast, False Prophet t Two Witnesses — Apostles
3. Research the primary phases of Jewish weddWgsat is the general significanc .

of the“marriage supper”or marriage feast? T Babylon, Harlot — C'tY of Rome 1 ??77? )
t Contract — Groom or his father negotiates for bride, payirigéoprice ketubah- T Marked Beast Worshippers T Sealed 144,000 Saints

marriage contractnohar— bride price)Genesis 24:1-5, 52-53; 29:20-27; 34:11-317 ot q g
1 Betrothal — Period of preparation time where bride and groeform to each othef, Messade & Invitation Messa_ e & Invitation

but live separately, and requires divorce to brédu. 22:23-26Mat. 1:18-20. t Pleasure Now t Eternal Bliss Later
t Procession- Groom comes at unknown time for his bride. Examplat. 25:1-13 T Threat of Temporary Persecutioh Threat of Eternal Torment
Tt Feast— Celebration with friends and family. ExampMatthew 22:2-11
T Cohabitation — Groom and wife live together.

8 : 9

4. How is the Lamb’s wife described? What mightd&ygresented by this descriptiof? Organization & Agents Organization & Agents
“Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, fbe marriage of the Lamb has cofpe, _ .
andHis wife has made herself ready And to her it was granted to be arrayed in firje T The Dragon —The Devil . T God on the Throne .
linen, clean and brightfor the fine linen is the righteous acts of the sds. T Sea Beast— Roman Empire T Jesus, Worthy Lamb on Zion
(Revelation 19:7-§ ) o ) t Earth Beast, False Prophet 1 Two Witnesses — Apostles
T Represents ongoing betrothal, preparation pexaitiag marriage feast. t Babylon, Harlot — City of Rome T The Lamb’s Wife — The Churc
Tt “To her it was granted™ Bride was given opportunity to array herself inglinen, ' . .

May allude to either love of her father or initimlworthiness. T Marked Beast Wor_shl_ppers T Sealed 144,000 S?'”FS
t Ultimately, she prepares herself with righteousrachent;‘righteous acts”. Message & Invitation Message & Invitation

T Pleasure Now T Eternal Bliss Later
Tt Threat of Temporary Persecutioh Threat of Eternal Torment
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5. Who is represented by the Lamb’s wife? Where iglshis symbol used in
Scripture? What might tHenarriage supper”represent in this symbol?

Tt God has rejected previous potential brides, degdhem to be harlots (Assyria,
Babylon, Tyre, Israel, Judah, Jerusalem, and nomédjo

T The Lamb’s wife represent those:

« Purchased with the Lamb’s blooBphesians 5:22-2).
« Adorn themselves wittproper” righteous actsRevelation 19:7-8; 1 Timothy 2:9-1]

Then he said to me, “WriteBlessedare those who arealled to the marriage supper
of the Lamb!” And he said to me, “These are theetsayings of God(Rev. 19:9
Tt Are we answering the call, or are tumworthy” (3:20; Mt.22:1-8; Lk.14:15-24)?
T Are we answering the call, but not appropriatebsded for the occasiolétthew

22:9-14; Revelation 19:7-8?
T Will be prepared if thébridegroom was delayed{Matthew 25:1-13?
T Will He find us waiting as &haste virgin” (2 Corinthians 11:2-3?

ide’s pri s | i ift to the bride

2 D

7. What quality of Jesus is emphasized in verseWHhat is the significance of his
fiery eyes and unknown name in verse 12? Whateatearn from His robe and
name given in verse 13?

Now | saw heaven opened, and behaldhite horse And He who sat on him was

called Faithful andTrue, andin righteousness He judges and makes waiiseyes

were like a_flame of fireand onHis head were many crownsgie hada name written
that no one knew except HimselHe wasclothed with a robe dipped in bloodnd

His name is called The Word of Go¢Revelation 19:11-13

T Like the“sayings of God’; Jesus istrue” to His word (:5; 3:7, 14. He will
defend His bride. We can depend on Him!

T His war represents His righteousness — Upholdeghesous, judges the wicked.

T His eyes represent His penetrating sight apptiectd fiery judgmentl(:14; 2:18).

T Dragon had 7 diadems, the beast 10 diadems. &uts haSmany” — innumerable|

6. Why was it inappropriate for John to worship éingel? What is the significance
John falling at the feet of the angel to worshim®i

Andl fell at his feet to worship himBut he said to me, “See that ydoi not do that|

am your fellow servant, and of your brethremhohave the testimony of Jesus

Worship_ God For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of preph” (Revelation 19:1Q

The angel represents an equal, a fellow servanptaer.

Only God is to be worshippetfiatthew 4:10).

Angels were powerful beings, overwhelming in tfeim right Daniel 10:5-11.

Emphasizes the credibility of the angel’s testigndmut ultimately Jesus Himself.

Emphasizes the overwhelming joy associated witatigel's message.

Emphasizes the difficulty in not being distracezen if in a moment — remaining

“chaste” for extended betrothal time.

—+ —+ —+ —+ —+ —+
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7. What quality of Jesus is emphasized in verse \Wiat is the significance of his
fiery eyes and unknown name in verse 12? Whateatearn from His robe and
name given in verse 13?

Now | saw heaven opened, and behaldhite horse And He who sat on him was

calledFaithful andTrue, andin righteousness He judges and makes waiiseyes

were like a_flame of fireand onHis head were many crownsie hada name written
that no one knew except HimselfHe wasclothed with a robe dipped in bloodnd

His name is called The Word of Go(Revelation 19:11-13

T Name represents and stands for idenfit§ 7).

T Although God expects us to know Hikigb. 8:10-11; 1 John 2:3-h we can nevel
fully anticipate Him. Only He fully knows HimsglMat. 11:27).

T He is identified as the very expression of Gimhf 1:1; 14:9; Heb. 1:3; Col. 2:9.

T “Robe dipped in blood'most likely represents bride pricg§). Treading the wing
press of God'’s wrathl@:20, Isaiah 63:1-6; 34:1-6 follows in remaining verses...

2 DB"*

8. How is Jesus’ army described? What lessons edeabned from this?

Andthe armies in heaveyrclothed in fine linen, white and clegrfollowed Him on

white horses (Revelation 19:14

T Garments are similar to bride'ife linen”). Description is similar, although
words are different‘¢lean and bright” versus‘white and clean’).

T The*“white” horses and clothes suggest victory — riding to wctath Jesus on th
same'horses”.

T Jesus is our leader and captain. We follow Hichtaereby conquer with Him
(14:4; Hebrews 2:9-1).

T We cannot succeed by ourselves.

T Corresponds to vision of God’s people as seéhlif8and14:1-5
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9. How is Jesus described in verses 15 and 16,@udshthis related to the looming
battle?

Nowout of His mouth goes a sharp swarthat with it He shoulgtrike the nations

And He Himself wilkule them with a rod of iron He Himseltreads the winepress of]

the fierceness and wrath of Almighty Godd\nd He has on His robe and on His thig|

name written KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS(Revelation 19:15-1%

Tt Capable, intent & active in exacting God’s wratld gudgmentn.12:48 Is.11:4).

T No matter how much authority is given by the dragmthe beast, Jesus’ authorit
greater in the kingdoms of meM&tthew 28:18-20; Psalm 2; 11p

T No matter how many kings or lords are subjectteraperor, all kings and lords
ultimately bow to Jesus, and He will destroy thiiset seek to destroy Him and H
people.

T God and Jesus are merciful, but stubborn disobeelierings wrathRom. 11:22).

is

10.1s the'feast” described in this section the same as‘tharriage supper of the
Lamb” mentioned verse 9? Explain.

Then | saw an angstanding in the sunand he cried with a loud voice, sayingaib

the birdsthat fly in the midst of heaven, “Come and gatlogetherfor the supper of

the great God, that you may eat the flesh of kineflesh of captainstheflesh of

mighty men theflesh of horsesand of those who sit on them, and fliesh of all

people free and slave, both small and grea{Revelation 19:17-18

T No, this“feast” stands in starkontrastto the“marriage feast”. It is the only
alternative. No middle ground/@tthew 12:30).

T For a sacrifice to be left to the birds was towllt to ruin Genesis 15:9-1p

T To not be buried was a shameful disgraegmiah 7:33; 16:3-4; 22:18-1p

2 B

Who is this who comes from Edom, Vifiled garmentfrom Bozrah, This One who i
glorious in His apparel, Traveling in trgreatness of His strength— “I who speak in
righteousness, mighty to save.” Why is Yapparel red AndYour garments like one
who treads in the winepre8s*“I havetrodden the winepresalone, And from the
peoples no one was with Me. For | harelden them in My angerAndtrampled
them in My fury; Their blood is sprinkled upon Myarments, And | have stained all
My robes Forthe day of vengeance is in My heaAnd the year of My redeemed h|
come. | looked, but there was no one to help,lAmehdered That there was no one
uphold; Therefore My own arm brought salvation ¥te; And My own fury, it sustain
Me. | haverodden down the peoples in My anger, Made them dkum My fury, And
brought down their strength to the eartlflsaiah 63:1-9

Tt Prophecy foretells Edom’s destruction by Babylnd &reece — not end of world.
T See alsdRevelation 14:17-2GndLamentation 1:15; Joel 3:9-16

to
bd

“You shall fall upon the mountains of Israel, youdaall your troops and the peoples
who are with youl will give you to birds of prey of every sort and the beasts of thg
field to be devoured You shalfall on the open field for | have spoken,” says the Lo
GOD. ... And as for you, son of man, thus says thé GOD, ‘Speak to every sort of
bird and to every beast of the field: “Assemble youeseand comeGather together
from all sidego My sacrificial mealWhich | am sacrificing for yolA great sacrificial
mealon the mountains of Israel, That you neay flesh and drink bloodYou shaleat
the flesh of the mightyDrink the blood of the princesf the earth, Of rams and
lambs, Of goats and bulls, All of them fatling8ashan. You shadlat fat till you are
full, Anddrink blood till you are drunk, At My sacrificial real Which | am sacrificing
for you. You shabe filled at My tablénith horses and riders, With mighty men An
with all the men of war,” says the Lord GO(&zekiel 39:4-2(

T Represents the dramatic destruction of thesensationot end of the whole world.

: 0

11.Who is arrayed against the Lamb and His armyfatrevious passage tells of
Lamb’s opponents gathering their armies? In thaspge, what location is name|
for this great battle?

And | sawithe beast’the kings of the earthand®their armies, gathered together to

make war against Hinwho sat on the horse and against His army. Therb#ast wa:

captured, and with him the false prophet who worsigds in his presence

...(Revelation 19:19-20

T 9:13-21(?) — Sixthtrumpet, army of 200,000,000 released to killof mankind.

T 16:12-16- Sixthbowl, 3 unclean spirits like frogs come out of mouthdragon,
beast, and false propHeb out tothe kings of the earttand of the whole world t
gather them to the battle of ttieat great day of God Almightyat Armageddon

T Here the Devil gathers his full strength and opgdke Lamb, the Word of God.

o

@
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12.What is the result of the battle? What is mésrthis“lake of fire”? What does it
represent? Which of these participants can retnchwhich cannot?
.. Therthe beast was capturednd with hinthe false prophetvho worked signs in
his presence, by which he deceived those who eztéie mark of the beast and tho
who worshiped his imag&hese two were cast alive into the lake of fire burg with

brimstone Andthe rest were killed with the swowsdhich proceeded from the mouth p

Him who sat on the horse. Aad the birds were filled with their flesh(Revelation
19:19-2)

T “The beast”(Roman empirel3:1-10 and“the false prophet’(Roman paganism ¢

emperor worship) are both captured and destroyexverrio return.
Tt “Captured ... cast alive™ Destroyed by unnatural causes — judged, executed.
T Remainder of army is killed but ngét“cast alive into the lake of fire burning”
t _“The false prophet’s the"earth beast”from 13:11-14because work is the same}

@
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The Lamb’s army consists of those who‘aadled and chosen and faithful”
(17:14).

The army is led by the Warrior-King from Heavé®:(11-14.

They are dressed not in armor butfine linen, white and clean,’similar to the
clothing of the'righteous acts of the saints(19:8, 14.

The only weapon mentioned is the sword that pidgé&®m the mouth of Christ,
who additionally treads upon the enemies of G&i5).

This army consists of those whdséizenship is in heaven{Philippians 3:20),
and whosénames are written in heaver(Luke 10:20).

Organization & Agents Organization & Agents

t The Dragon — The Devil t God on the Throne

t Sea Beast— Roman Empire T Jesus, Worthy Lamb on Zion

t Earth Beast, False Prophet t Two Witnesses — Apostles

Tt Babylon, Harlot — City of Rome t The Lamb’s Wife — The Church

t Marked Beast Worshippers Tt Sealed 144,000 Saints
Message & Invitation Message & Invitation

T Pleasure Now T Eternal Bliss Later

t Threat of Temporary Persecutioh Threat of Eternal Torment

13.How much detail of the actual battle is commat&d? Significance?

+

t
t
t
t
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Unsurprising that One who could speak the univergeexistence and was
crucified without elaboration would annihilate Hisemies without details.
Emphasizes the result — sure and total victory.
Deemphasizes the battle — it wasn't even close kimpto tell.
What does Armageddon represent?
The final showdown between Jesus and the Devifyppt agents in Rome — the
emp|re with its emperors, kings, and its suppontiggan, emperor worship.
Most likely does not represent a single, carnal dltbattle. Fundamentally, spiritual conflict.
+ Rome was incrementally taken a part over centuriesighr moral rottenness, internal conflict,
natural disasters, invading armies, political incorape¢, and economic disasters.
* Some events - sacking of Rome, Constantine - were pmgaant than others. Some lost to hist

+ Matches incremental judgment recorded in Revelatidnile providing ample opportunity to reperft.

« Eventually, not only was the reputation and allur®ofme broken, but the empire and its religion}

eventually was dissolved too. Nothing remains ofetmsople and their machines.
+Like the omitted details not jod here onludhee & final result matter. Jesis wor

2 n
13.How much detail of the actual battle is commat&d? Significance?
Tt Unsurprising that One who could speak the univirtseexistence and was
crucified without elaboration would annihilate Hisemies without details.
Emphasizes the result — sure and total victory.
Deemphasizes the battle — it wasn’t even close himpto tell.
What does Armageddon represent?
The final showdown between Jesus and the Devifyppt agents in Rome — the
empire with its emperors, kings, and its supporntiggan, emperor worship.
* Most likely does not represent a single, carnal ditbattle. Fundamentally, spiritual conflict.

—+ — —+ —+
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2. What other Scriptures refer to saints reigninthWhrist? What is the significanc
here of the beheaded saints reigning with Christ@®0 years?

And | sawthrones andthey sat on themandjudgment was committed to therithen

saw thesouls of those who had been beheadedtheir witness to Jesus and for the

word of God, who hadot worshiped the beast his image, and hadot received his

mark on their foreheads or on their hands. Athdy lived and reigned with Christ for

a thousand years... “but they shall bgriests of God and of Chrisandshall reign

with Him a thousand year$ (Revelation 20:4, §

“have made us kings amtiests to our GogdAnd weshall reign on the_eartt’ (5:10)

T 6:9-11- Souls under the altar who had been slain.

T 13:15-17- Those who would not worship the beast were kilfgmisecuted.

T Dan. 7:14-27- 4" beast is destroyed, Jesus receives the kingdonts gaissess it

3

+

2

1. What happened to the Devil after his loss at Ayedalon? What is the significan
of this 1000 year imprisonment? Explain both #ggth of time and nature of thg
imprisonment.

Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven, hakmgey to the bottomless pit

anda great chainin his hand. He laid hold dhe dragon, that serpent of old, who i

the Devil and Satanandbound him for_a thousand yearsnd helcast him into the

@

bottomless pitand2shut him up and3set a seal on him, so that he should deceive fhe

nations no more till the thousand years were finishéut after these things he mus|
be released for a little whil¢Revelation 20:1-3

T Must be interpreted figuratively given nature lé epistle 1:1) and the Devil
(Ephesians 6:11-18; John 18:36; 2 Corinthians 10:3}5

T During binding period the Devil's authority, infince, or power is diminished.

):

. Please compare the account up to this point@athiel 7:8-28
Fourth Beast — the Roman Empire
Terrible, exceedingly strong, iron teeth.
Trampling the residue with its feet.
Ten Horns — Pompous, blasphemous
Jesus’ ascension. He is given everlasting kingdodhdominion.
Beast & his horns made war against the saintsgpeting them.
Beast was slain — body destroyed in fire.
The kingdom and dominion given to the saints efMost High to possess.
Notice, Daniel doesot foretell anything after kingdom is turned over tte saints!

—+ — — — —+ — — — — W

2

1t During binding period the Devil's authority & ponie diminished. Precedent:
« Control through demon-possession lost by casting oubriervark 3:22-27; Luke 10:17-20;
Zechariah 13:1-2.
Influence through slavery to sin by Jesus’ conqueringGolossians 2:10-15; Romans 6:5-15
Influence through the fear of death lost by Jesusjaering deathHebrews 2:14-15.
Limited in temptation 1 Corinthians 10:13; James 4:7; Ephesians 6:10-18; 1 Peter 5:8-9
Represents some loss of influence over all the matimaybe through false religion, persecuting
governments — or both on a grand sc&evelation 16:14; 17:2, 18; 18:3, 9; 19)9
Tt How is Satan limited for this time?
* God's Command based on the Saint’s Victory throughisCfiob 1:6-12, 22-2:6; 42:7-17;
Revelation 12:11; 11:17-18; 19:6; 20:4)6... More in following verses ...
Tt Millennium (1000 years) = 10 x 10 x 10 = Mankintl#i potential or capacity.
T Longest period of time recorded in the Bible, mlesds prophetic texts.

Tt By comparison, Daniel’s visions tdeventy weekstepresent Return to Destructil)n

of Jerusalem — about 600 yeaBzafiel 9:24-27.

2

4. Should we interpret this resurrection literallifdw could this be described as a
“resurrection”? In what way would it be tHérst resurrection”?

... Andthey livedand reigned with Chrisfor a thousand years But therest of the dead did no

live again until the thousand years were finishedhi$ is the first resurrection Blessed and

holy is he who has pain the first resurrection Over such the second death has no powmit

they shall be priests of God and of Christ, andlsieégn with Him a thousand years.

(Revelation 20:4-§

T Terrible mistake to take literally. This is a lxaaf symbols, signsi(1).

T OT precedent for using a resurrection to refeesmrgence of power, influence, or one’s
cause lsaiah 26:19; Hosea 13:14; Ezekiel 37:1-}4
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The hand of the LORD came upon me kralight me out in the Spirit of the LORPand set m

around, and behold, there were very many in thexadley; and indeethey were very dry

And He said to me, “Son of maran these bones liv& ...“Surely | will causebreath to enter
into you, andyou shall live | will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, coveuywith
skin and put breath in yopand you shall live Then you shall know that | am the LORD. ...
Come fronthe four winds, O breathandbreathe on these slain, that they may live. Son of

is lost, and we ourselves are cut bffTherefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus sagd ord
GOD: “Behold, O My people, | wibpen your gravesnd cause yoto come_up from your
graves andbring you into the land of Israel Then you shall know that | am the LORD, whe|
have opened your graves, O My people, and broughtip from your graves. | wilut My

I, the LORD, have spoken it and performed it,” styesLORD."” (Ezekiel 37:1-14
t _The Jews' return fromhysicalcaptivity is symbolized as surrection

down in the midst of the valley; aitdvas full of bones Then He caused me to pass by then

man,these_bones are the whole house_of IsraEtey indeed sayQur bones are dry, our hopg]

Spirit in you, andyou shall live and | will place you in your own landThen you shall know th|

@ *
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6. Which of the millennial views best fit the cort@xXWhy?
A. Premillennial (DispensationalandHistorical) — Jesus returriseforeliteral 1000
year reign. Can be dispensational (i.e., Jewsestered as special nation again)

2

4. Should we interpret this resurrection literallifdw could this be described as a
“resurrection”? In what way would it be tHéirst resurrection”?

... Andthey livedand reigned with Chridor a thousand years But therest of the dead did no

live again until the_thousand years were finishedhi$ is the first resurrection Blessed and

holy is he who has pain the first resurrection Over such the second death has no powmit

they shall be priests of God and of Christ, andlgieégn with Him a thousand years.

(Revelation 20:4-§

T Terrible mistake to take literally. This is a lxaaf symbols, signsi(1).

Tt OT precedent for using a resurrection to refeesmrgence of power, influence, or one’s
cause lsaiah 26:19; Hosea 13:14; Ezekiel 37:1-14

t Same symbol already used‘dfio witnesses’to represent the resurgence of strength,

validity, and confirmation in apostolic testimonggpite their martyrdomi{:7-12. Period

after their resurrection likely coincides with millenniaign.

The unmentioned second resurrection alludes tdybpdeceding judgmen2(Q:12).

—+ —+

The faithful are exempt from tlieecond death’ eternal condemnation in hefi@:14-19.

@ *
'
6. Which of the millennial views best fit the corttexXWhy?

A. Premillennial (DispensationalandHistorical) — Jesus returriseforeliteral 1000
year reign. May be dispensational (i.e., Jewses®red as special nation again

0 2

5. Where and how do these saints reign? Are thdyearen or earth? Explain.

T Primarily, this refers to the martyred saints vahenow in heavenly realms

T But, the passages point toward a resgrearth ???

Then | saw an angebming down from heaven.. Andl saw thrones and they sat on them, a

judgment was committed to therithen | savihe souls of those who had been beheafted

their witness to Jesus and for the word of God .d they lived and reigned with Chridor a

thousand yeargRevelation 20:1-4

And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthtake the scroll, And to open its seals; F

You were slain, Antlave redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of evelpg andtongueand

peopleandnation, And have made us kings and priests to our God;v#mshall reign on the

earth” (Revelation 5:9-10

Tt From heaven, judge and reign on earth through éxemple of victoryJohn 15:18-25;
Hebrews 11:6-7; Romans 2:2)/

t Example not only strips excuse of rebellious,dis6 inspires humblédebrews 11:39-12:3.

*

Q@ :

6. Which of the millennial views best fit the corttexXWhy?
B. Postmillennial— Jesus returrafter literal 1000 year reign utopiato heaven




@ , *

6. Which of the millennial views best fit the contfexXWhy?
C. Amillennial — 1000 year reign isymbolic long, indefinite time.

@ . *

T Early saints and martyrs overcame the Devil thinothg martyr spirit{2:11).

T Based on Jesus’ victory and the saints overcothirmgigh Him (2:11), God made
a judgment in favor of Christ and His sairiBa(. 7, compare,Job 1-2, 42; Zec. R

T Resulted in the destruction of the Devil's agenBoman capital, religion, and
empire — and reduced power to deceive the natibasi¢l 7; Revelation 17-19

T Aslong as Christians maintain that martyr spihiey can continue to overcome and
be a godly influence in the worltatthew 5:13-15).

T However, when mankind’s potential is fully tapgegimbolic of millennium) —
Christians can no longer influence the world — theteo remedy” (2 Chr. 36:15-
16; Gen. 15:16; Jer. 7:13-16; Eze. 14:13-23- the time will come for the end.

T Compare to NoatG@enesis 6:5-7:1and Lot Genesis 18:20-32; 19:16-29

T The Devil will have one last chance to prove hifnseen loosed.

T But, it will be God and His people who are againdified Ezekiel 38-39.

@ *
)
6. Which of the millennial views best fit the conexwhy?
A. Premillennial (DispensationalandHistorical) — Jesus returriseforeliteral 1000
year reign. May be dispensational (i.e., Jewses®red as special nation again
« Principally literal interpretation ignores that bdakroduces itself as symbolid.(l).
« Arbitrarily switches between literal and figurativeerpretations, abandoning consistency.
«  Principally futurist application ignores that theokts events‘must shortly take place”(1:1).
« Future application dftribulation” and“kingdom” ignores immediate associatioh:g).
« Overlooks Jews are no longer God's special pedpter( 9:6; 11:1-32; Zec. 11:6-14; Acts 10:34
« Ignores that the church is the kingdom of God anatsaire in it nowol. 1:13).
« Passage does not mention essential elements: (I)dSeoming of Christ (2) Bodily resurrection
(3) Reign of Christ on earth (4) Literal throne of @k6) Jerusalem of Palestine (6) Conversion
Jews (7) Church on earth.
« Not to mention it makes almost all major prophets, mjprophets, Jesus, and the apostles to be
prophets Matthew 4:12-17; 10:1-7.
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6. Which of the millennial views best fit the contexwWhy?
A. Premillennial (DispensationalandHistorical) — Jesus returriseforeliteral 2000
year reign. May be dispensational (i.e., Jewses®red as special nation again
B. Postmillennial— Jesus returrasfter literal 1000 year reign #topiato heaven
« Shares the same fundamental failures of the Premidié position because of its literal interpreta
and postponed fulfillments of the prophets, includiiegus and the apostles.
« Additionally, ignores many NT passages saying thagthwill generally get worse over time, not
better @ Timothy 3:1-13; 4:1-4; Luke 13:23-24; Matthew 7:13-14
« Furthermore, ignores the immediate context which atdi that Satan will have control of the va|
majority of the world. Christians will be in the starinority, not dominating majority20:8-9).
C. Amillennial — 1000 year reign isymbolic long, indefinite time.
« Best fits symbolic nature of the book and matcheseidiate fulfillment of OT & NT prophets.

jon
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7. Who will the Devil enlist to help him in his fiheebellion? What is the significan
of this symbol?

Nowwhen the_thousand years have expir&htan will be released from his prison

and will go out tadeceive the nations which are in the four cornerstoe earth Gog

and Magog to gather them together to battle, whosenber is as the sand of the se

(Revelation 20:7-8

T “Nations in the four corners of the earth” Indicates nations from all over the
earth, the remotest regions.

T “Number is as the sand of the sea’Additionally indicates that it is virtually
everyone who is not a Christian aligns themselvils thve Devil in this war.

[v]

G

8. Who will the Devil and the army attack this liste? Should this be interpreted
literally? If not, who and what are representedtiy symbol?

They went upn the breadth of the eartandsurrounded the_camp of the saints ang

the beloved cityAnd fire came down from God out of heaven anduted them.

(Revelation 20:9

T Represents the church, pictured as'tisoved city”, as in11:1-2

T Not a literal attackl(:1), but one last spiritual confrontation, but agasing a
massive world empire and possibly false religiomeeagain allowed taleceive
the nations”

T Lesson: Critical to teach the lessons of Revelation to elwes, our children, and
for many generations becaus2: 11will be required again for many Christians.

, . E F=%F

Tt Follows judgment of nation2%-32), restoration of Israel, and Messianic r8&)(
T “Gog", probably play oriMagog”, is only mentioned ifEz. 38-3%ndRev. 20:8
“Thus says the Lord GOD: “Are you hef whom | have spoken in former daysy My
servants the prophets of Israelho prophesied for years in those days that | would
bring you against ther@™” (Ezekiel 38:17
T Ancient genealogy of Gentiles, those opposed w's3meople:

«  Chief prince of Magog, Meshech, and Tut8:@-3; 39:1) — sons of JaphetiGen. 10:2.

« Allies include Gomer and TogarmaB8(6) — son and grandson of JapheBe(. 10:3.

« Additional allies include Persi®8:5) — possible descendant of Madai, son of Japl@ém(10:3.

« Other allies are Ethiopia and Libya8(5) and Sheba and Dedan - descendants of zen.(0:6-7.

« Tarshish 88:13) is also a descendant of Japhe®eifesis 10:%

« No descendant of Shem is mentioned! ... Represents rebelliotegenerate Gentiles.

9. What is the result of this battle?

They went up on the breadth of the earth and smded the camp of the saints and
beloved city. Anfire came down from God out of heaven and devoureerth
(Revelation 20:9

T There is no delay, no stand-off, no battle — jiesy/fludgment.

Thenthe LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomadr, from the LORD
out of the heavens SoHe overthrew_those citiesill the plain, all the inhabitants of
the cities andwhat grew on the groundGenesis 19:24-26

, . E F=%F

T Follows judgment of nation2%-32), restoration of Israel, and Messianic r8&)(
T “Gog", probably play oriMagog”, is only mentioned iEz. 38-3%ndRev. 20:8
“Thus says the Lord GOD: “Are you haf whom | have spoken in former days My
servants the prophets of Israelho prophesied for years in those days that | would
bring you against therd™” (Ezekiel 38:17

T Gog would attack in th#atter years” and“latter days” (38:8, 19 ...

T ... Reference to Messianic etagah 2:2; Micah 4:1; Daniel 2:28; 10:14.

T Gog would seek to plunder defenselessnvalled” people 88:10-13 ...

Tt ... Reference to Messianic kingdom, the chu@échariah 2:2-12).

1t Represents God's triumph over massive Gentilgtmaln the Messianic era.

Tt Ezekiel seems to point to future Roman persecution fronugdeveloped tribes.
T Revelationadapts the symbol to point to the final coalitigaiast God.

9. What is the result of this battle?

They went up on the breadth of the earth and smded the camp of the saints and
beloved city. Anfire came down from God out of heaven and devoureerth
(Revelation 20:9

T There is no delay, no stand-off, no battle — jiesy/fludgment.

... since it is a righteous thing with God to repathwribulation those who trouble yo
and to give you who are troubled rest withwigen the Lord Jesus is revealed from
heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire takg vengeancen those who do ng
know God, and on those who do not obey the go$pelrd_ord Jesus Christ. These
shall bepunished with everlasting destruction from the pegge of the Lorcand from
the glory of His powerhen He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in Hiaintsand
to be admired among all those who believe, becauséestimony among you was
believed(2 Thessalonians 1:6-10

=




Butthe heavens and the eartlihich are now preserved by the same ware reserve
for fire until the day of judgment and perdition aingodly men But, beloved, do no|
forget this one thing, that with the Lord one dsp$ a thousand years, and a thous
years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerHlisgoromise, as some count
slackness, but is longsuffering toward st willing that any should perish but that
all should come to repentanceButthe day of the Lord will comas a thief in the
night,in which the heavens will pass away with a greaisey and the elements will
melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the warthat are in it will be burned up
Therefore, sincall these things will be dissolved@hat manner of persons ought yol
be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for aadthning the coming tfie day of
God, because of which the heavens will be dissghpeihg on fire,_and the elementd
will melt with fervent hea? Nevertheleswe, according to His promise, look for ne
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dsv¢l Peter 3:7-13

nd

2 B :

10.Does this represent a temporary or eternal jetgPn How do you know? Please)
provide supporting Scriptures to reinforce youratosion.
The devil who deceived themias cast intq the lake of fire and brimstone wher@th
beast and the false prophet ar&nd they will béormented day and night forever an
ever (Revelation 20:10Q
1t Eternal — not imprisoned, but cast into lake & fmo return “forever and ever’
T Why would anyone want to share such a place —awsemtence — with the Devil?|
“And cast the unprofitable servant into tloeiter darknessThere will beveepingand
gnashing of teetti When the Son of Man comes in His glory, andredlholy angels
with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glo ... Then He will also say to thod
on the left hand Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlastingefiprepared for
the devil and his angels’.. And these will go away in&verlasting punishmenbut

[v]

the righteous into eternal life (Matthew 25:30-46

2 2

Then | sava great white throneind Him who sat on ifrom whose face the earth an|

the heaven fled awayAnd there was founb place for them(Revelation 20:13)

11.Why doesheaven and earth'want to flee from the One who sits on tigeeat
white throne™? Why is theréno place ... found ... for then?”

T No bravado, no whistling in the graveyard. ... Tesis over Psalm 11:1-6.

T Everyone willbowbefore God and JesuBKilippians 2:9-11; Romans 14:1)L.

T Everyone willgive an accounfor their actionsZ Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:10-1p

T There will beno escapédrom this judgment, despite the desire of many.

T That is terriblyfearful thing especially for wickedl(Pet. 4:17-18; Heb. 12:17-29

T Likely represents Jesus on the thrafenfes 4:11-12

“For the Father judges no one, but hesmmitted all judgment to the Sothat all

shouldhonor the Son just as they honor the Fathéde who does not honor the So

does not honor the Father who sent Hirfddhn 5:22-23

T Heaven, earth fleeing may represent dissolutioveuse Heb. 12:26-27; 2 Pet. B

2

12.What is the extent of this judgment? Who imggudged? And, what is being uged

to judge them?
And | sawthe dead, small and great, standing before Gaddbooks were opened
Andanother book was opened, which is the Book of Li#endthe dead were judged
according to their works, by the things which wengitten in the books The sea gav
up the deadvho were in it, andeath and Hades delivered up the deatlo were in
them. Andhey were judged, each one according to his wo(Revelation 20:12-13
T Judgment includes everyone — no distinctiBoc( 9:2-3; Heb. 9:27; Jn. 5:28-20
T More closely aligns to our concept of sentenchantdeterminingl{uke 16:19-31).
T Three sources are consulted:

« “The Book of Life"— Roll of righteous §:5; 21:27; Ex.32:32-33; Mal. 3:16-17; Lk.10:20; Phi.4)8

* “Their Works” —A person’s actions as well as their words judgentfidat. 12:36-37; Jude 15.

+ “The Books"— Represent revelation, Scripture — the Cadaiif 12:48; Rom. 2:6-14; Heb. 11

T Where are a person’s intentions consulted in juddriMatthew 7:21-23)7
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13.What else is destroyed at this time? Whatdsstgnificance of their destruction?

Then Death and Hades werast into_the lake of fireThis is the second death.

(Revelation 20:14

T Represents the end of death — no more death fonanyonly eternity awaits.

Tt “Hades” is the realm of the unseehuke 16:22, 23, 26— no more waiting place
between death and eternity.

So when this corruptible has put on incorruptiondahis mortal has put on

immortality, then shall be brought to pass the sgyhat is written: ‘Death is

swallowed up in victory O Death, where is your stirgO Hades, where is your

victory?” The sting of death is sin, and the strengtisiofis the law. But thanks be tp

God, who gives us the victory through our Lord JesGhrist (1 Cor. 15:54-57%

*

14.Can any of these condemned entities return?th®re any more remaining chandes

for forgiveness and second efforts at this poidtiw do you know?
Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake efTfhis is the_second deathAnd
anyonenot found written in the Book of Life wags cast intbe lake of fire
(Revelation 20:14-1%
Tt No — after death, only judgmeri¢brews 9:27.

Tt This is the same place that holds the Devil, tapit@l of Rome, the Roman Empife

and the Religion of Rome. Can they come back?

T Heaven and hell coexist for eternity:
« Punishment last as long as rewavth{thew 25:41, 46; Mark 9:43-48; Revelation 14:9-11
« Righteous serve Gdtllay and night”. Wicked have no reli¢dday and night” (Rev. 7:15; 14:1}.
* Hell is place ofouter darkness”. Heaven hato night” (Mat. 10:28; 22:13; 25:30; Rev. 21:26
« Since day is in heaven and night in hell, one costinas long as the other (Harkrider, 237).

1t Don't forget the impartiality, mercy & love of Gg&m.2:11; 2Pt.3:9; 1Tm.2:3-3.

|+ Discuss meaning of tt*second death with 21:8

8"30 30 9

Now | sawa new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaw the first earth had passed

away Also there waso more sea(Revelation 21:)

1. Why is anew heaven and new earthitquired? What is the significance of there bémy
more sea?

T Old heaven and earth represent corruption — spirind physicall(eviticus 18:25-28; 1
Corinthians 15:49-55; 2 Peter 3:7-1B

For behold| create new heavens and a new egréind theformer shall not be remembereat

come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever imwitcreate; For behold, create Jerusalem

as a rejoicing And her people a joy. ... Then they shall bringyalir brethren for an offering td

the LORD out of all nations ... to My holy mountaénusalem ... And | will also take some of]

them for priests and Levites,” says the LORD. &sthe new heavens and the new earth

Which I will make shall remain before Mg says the LORD, “So shall your descendants an

your name remain.{Isaiah 65:17-18; 66:20-2p

T Refers to the sweeping changes introduced by [eigisskingdom — applied to end time.

LT_Sea? Either likelv no more barier to God (no de4:6: 15:2) or possiblv no socien3:1), |

8 30 30 9

Butthe heavens and the earth which are now preservegdhe same word, are
reserved for fire until the day of judgment and pétidn of ungodly men But,
beloved, do not forget this one thing, that wité thord one day is as a thousand yegjs,
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord islack soncerning His promise, as
some count slackness, but is longsuffering towarahat willing that any should perish
but that all should come to repentance. Betday of the Lord will comas a thief in
the night, in whictihe heavens will pass away with a great noiaadthe elements
will melt with fervent heatboththe earth and the works that are in it will be bued
up. Therefore, since all these things will be diged| what manner of persons ough
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, lookingafad hastening the coming of the
day of God, because of whitlie heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, ahd t
elements will melt with fervent heat Nevertheless we, according to His promiisek
for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousselwells(2 Peter 3:7-13
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2. What is special about the new dwelling place? Who else will be?there

Then I, John, sathe holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heafiem God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husbandnd | heard a loud voice from heaven
saying, “Beholdthe tabernacle of God is with meandHe will dwell with them andthey
shall be His peopleGod Himself will be with thenandbe their God’ (Revelation 21:2-3
Tt God’s people have always been looking“focity” (Hebrews 11:10-16.

Tt The plan and promise from the beginni@g(esis 3:8; Exodus 637

I will set My tabernacle among yoand My soul shall not abhor yoliwill walk among
youandbe your Godandyou shall be My peoplgLeviticus 26:11-12

T Plan after return from captivityér. 24:6-7; 30:18-31:1; 32:28; Eze. 36:19-28

T Plan for Messianic kingdonkge. 37:23-28; Hos. 1:10; 2:23; Rom. 9:26; 2 Cor. 619
T Our citizenship and country is already in heamilppians 3:20; Galatians 4:2§.
T But, only fully realized in the eternity of heavéteprews 12:22-24; 13:1}

I God's close presence is the greatest reward of heaven — to be with God!

2 : *

5. What promise is extended to those who fail? tosvthey identified?
“But the 'cowardly, 2unbelieving 3abominable *murderers Ssexually immoraj
Ssorcerers ’idolaters and®all liars shall havetheir part in the lake which burns with
fire and brimstone which is the second deati{Revelation 21:9
T These people will also share in hell fire alonghwine Devil, Death, the beasts, a
the harlot.
T Murderers may be expected, but other types oesinmay be surprising ...
« Cowardly, Fearful — More scared of immediate wratimeh Heb. 10:38-39; Mat. 10:21-38
«  Sexually Immoral — Reject God's regulatiortideprews 13:4.
« Sorcerersytharmakig — Those who use drugs to distort or induce visions.
« Al Liars — Not just the worst liars, but all liars — indk self-deceived2(Thessalonians 2:9-12

T Other passages supplement this IRam. 1:26-32; 1 Cor. 6:9-10; Gal. 5:19-21

2 n

3. How is this new dwelling place described? Shdhisl be interpreted literally?
Please explain.

“And God will wipe away every tedrom their eyes; there shall Beo more death,

2nor sorrow, 3nor crying. There shall béno more pain for the former things have

passedaway.” Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behbldake all things new’

And He said to me Write, for these words areue andfaithful.” And He said to me|

“Itis done! | amtheAlpha and theOmega theBeginningand theEnd. | will give of

the fountain of the water of life freelyo him who thirsts."(Revelation 21:4-§

1 Like a Father, God wipes away our tears — notrémgains to make us cry.

T Everything old is destroyed, all that is neededianted is made new, fresh.

T “ltis done!” —the prophetic past tense indicating certainty.

Tt “The Beginning and the End* Represents His role as Creator and Judge.

1 “The fountain of the water of life finally, fullv realized John 4:1C-14)

2

“But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murdsresexually immoral, sorcerers,
idolaters, and all liars shall have their part the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second dedth{Revelation 21:§

T Mentioned previously i20:14

6. In what way would th&lake which burns with fire and brimstonéde considered g
“second death?

T Like physical death, it represents a separatiom fthe life giving source:

For as thebody without the spirit is deado faith without works is dead al§dames

2:26)

T Here represents a total separation from God — e rlessings ofthe just and thq
unjust” (Matthew 5:45).

T Also, like death, represents a transition fromohtthere is no returrE€c. 9:3-6.

2 +* 2 5 *

4. What promise does the Lord extend to those fekiercome™?

Hewho overcomes shalinherit all things, and? will be his Godand?3he shall be My

son (Revelation 21:%

t Those whd'overcome” received promises of blessing in letters to sevemahes
(2:7,11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 3% here elaborated.

T Reiteration of promisé| will be his God and he shall be My sonjut now made
personal and familial — individual will &1y son”.

1t Represents adoption as acceptable sons findllyréalized Rom. 8:15, 23; Gal.
4:5-7; Eph. 1:3-6.

Tt Additionally, “inherit all things” — receive the inheritance as a sdfal-things” .

T What is left to want or desire beyofall things” ? What things could be better
(John 14:1-3; Romans 8:18-24; 2 Corinthians 4:18-5;£olossians 3:1-4?

o
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7. What did the angel promise to show John? Whhfdhn actually see? How cal
the two be reconciled? What is implied by the tityscending out of heaven from
God"?

Then one of the seven angels who had the seves filked withthe seven last plagugs

came to me and talked with me, saying, “Come,lIskibw youhe bride, the Lamb's

wife.” And he carried me awaiy the Spirit to a great and high mountajrand showefl

methe great city, the holy Jerusalendescending out of heaven from GBd.21:9-10

1t Promised to shovithe bride, the Lamb’s wife'but instead showetthe great city,
the holy Jerusalem”

t As with Rome, Babylon, Tyre, Nineveh, and eartléyusalem, collection of people
that make up heavenly, spiritual Jerusalem is péied as a womanlQ:7-14).

Tt Implies the sad potential of previous peoplesgmediousness of the Lamb’s bridg.

t Descent from heaven symbolizes God's providing@sgcgranting entry or insightf

% K
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8. What symbols are used to indicate that thisisiperfect for all of God'’s people?
... havinghe glory of GodHer light was like a most precious stonkke a jasper stone, clear
as crystal. Alsghehad agreat and high wallwith twelve gatesandtwelve angels at the gate:
and names written on them, which are tiaenes of the_twelve tribes of the children of Israel
three gates on the east, three gates on the northe¢tgates on the south, and three gates off
the west Now the wall of the city hadielve foundationsand on them werthe names of the
twelve apostles of the Lam{Revelation 21:11-1%
T Note, God is the source of its glory —not tizasper” used to represent God:g).
Tt The symbol continues to equate but transition ftbenbride, the Lamb’s wife, to holy
Jerusalem, a city.
“Great and high wall” represents security, protection, and safety deapience of threats.
“Twelve gates’indicate access for all of God’s people, watchetthglve angels”

“Twelve foundations'would indicate stability for the city and all of @s people.
“Names of the twelve apostles of the Lanploints to their critical withes€Eph. 2:19-29.

+
+
Tt The four directions (east, north, south, west) imajcate access for people from all natior}s.
+
+
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And he who talked with me had a gold reed to mesthe city, its gates, and its wall. Ttigy is
laid out as a squargits length is as great as its breadth. And he sueed the city with the reed
twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, aneight are_equal Then he measured itsall:
one hundred and forty-four cubitsaccording to the measure of a man, that is, ohagel. The
construction of itsvall was of jasperandthe city was pure gold, like clear glagiv.21:15-1§
Tt “Twelve thousand furlongs{1400-1500 miles) implies ample room for all of Gopeople.
Tt The"square” base andequal ...length, breadth, and heighirthplies symmetry, beauty, an
perfection — reminiscent of inner sanctuary cubeaféirof the covenant of Solomon’s temgle
(1 Kings 6:18-20.
Tt Beyond Solomon’s temple overlaid in goldKings 6:21-23, the whole city is pure clear,
shining gold — superlative beauty, preciousnessyahe.

ox
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Thefoundations of the wall of the city were adornedttviall kinds of precious stoneshe first

foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, thd tialcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth

sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysaliteeighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth

chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelftiethyst. Thewelve gates were twelve pearfs:

each individual gate was of one peaAndthe street of the city was pure gold, like transpat

glass (Revelation 21:19-2)

T Foundations indicate all vivid colors (rainbowfHarecious value.

T “Twelve gates ... each ...of one peaflindicate extravagant beauty for all of God’s peop)

T Even the most common things are beautiful — evefidtreetof the city was pure gold”

T “Like transparent glass'either indicates brilliant, shining gold or transga material —
stunning beauty and value unlike anything knowmgm.
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9. Why is no temple structure or sun to illumindte tity required?
But | sawno temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and tHeamb are its temple
The city hadho need of the sun or of the moda shine in itfor the glory of God
illuminated it. The_ Lamb is its light (Revelation 21:22-23
T No representation of God or monument to Him isiireql, because He is there!
T In contrast to:

« Tabernacle used during early Jewish history.

« Temple used from time of Solomon.

«  Church providing a spiritual templé Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 2:21-22 reflecting God on

earth.
« In heaven, we will dwell directly with Him in His h@nnot Him indirectly here in on earth.

1 No light source is required to provided visibilidlirection, understanding, wisdon
hope or glory, because God and Jesus provide iiténource.

T Emphasizes direct communication with GBdglm 119:104-105, 130
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12.What is not brought into the city? Lessons?

But there shalby no means enter it anythinthat !defiles or 2causes an abominatiol
or 3a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book bife. (Rev. 21:27

T Indicates requirement for holinegge¢thariah 5, 19:

as He who called you is holyou also be holy in all your conducbecause it is
written, “Be holy, for | am holy.” (1 Peter 1:15-16¢

T Also indicates requirement to be acknowledgeddsysd Klatthew 7:21-23).

10.What is the significance of there befng night there™?

Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (theralldhe no night therg. (Revelation

21:25

T Implies that the light provided by God will nexdiminish or darken:

This is the message which we have heard from Hifrdanlare to you, thaod is light]

and in Him is_ no darkness at al(1 John 1:5

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from adcand comes down frotime Father

of lights, with whom there igo variation or shadow of turning(James 1:1§

Tt He will never lose power or His character.

T Also, there will be no end to the direction, wistd@uidance, understanding, and|
hope provided by Him.

T No need to ever shut the gates indicates etelnsahae of threat.

Preterists often apply this vision of the heavenitly to the present church. Fit?
Follows millennium 20:2-7), longest time period specified in the Bible.
Revealing of city follows eternal judgme20(9-13.

Follows dissolution of earth and heaveén:(1; 21:1).

Follows judgment unto water of life or lake ofi20:15-21:§.

Rewards are comparable to those blessings prowitieddeath:

*  Wear robes of white6(11; 7:14).

Serve God day and night in His temple in heavef4-17; 11:19; 21:2

Experience no hunger, thirst, nor heatlg).

Lamb feeds them and wipes away all te@r47).

Eat of the tree of life in the paradise of Gadrj.

Given a crown of life and not hurt by second deatti@-11).

See God's face which is impossible upon ea@th4; 1 John 4:13.

Reign forever — not just 1000 yea2(5).

T Chronology, description, superlatives and findiityheaven better than church.

—+ — —+ — — —+
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11.In what way isthe glory and the honor of nationdirought into the city? What ig
the“glory and honor of all nations'(seeHaggai 2:6-9; Micah 4:2; Zechariah
2:10-12; 14:14; Isaiah 6)?

Andthe nations of those who are savehall walk in its light, and the kings of the

earth bringtheir glory and honor into it ... And they shall brinthe glory and the

honor of the nations into it(Revelation 21:24, 2§

T In spiritual terms, what is its most glorious, baable treasure to be offered by a
nation and its king except its holy, spiritual renh{Haggai 2:6-9; Micah 4:1-2;
Zechariah 2:10-12? Like Messianic kingdom, heaven is multi-nationa

T May also indicate the universal acknowledgemei@ad's glory (saiah 60).




3. How does this final scene resolve the confliots questions that arose®en. 3?
And there shall bao more cursebutthe throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in|
it, andHis servants shall serve HimThey shalsee His faceandHis name shall be
on their foreheads There shall b@o night there Theyneed_no lamp nor light of the
sun, for the Lord God gives them lighAnd they shalleign forever and ever
(Revelation 22:3-5

T Both the curse and death fr@enesis have ceased.

T Atree of life and a paradise better than Edeadained because man dwells witl
God, sees Him face to face without any fear. Mdimally reconciled to God
(John 1:18; 1 John 4:12; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; 1 Jm 3:1-2).

T Notice reoccurring emphasis on no night or neesbiafbecause God is the light.

T Man finally realizes the ultimate activity in sem to God Ecc. 3:10-11; 12:13

—

2

1. What flowed through the city? Where else is gyimbol used in the New
Testament? What does its usage here suggest?

And he showed neepure river of water of life, clear as crystal, preeding from the

throne of God and of the Laml{Revelation 22:7)

Tt Ariver watered the paradise of the Garden of H@@mesis 2:10

T Jesus offered tHevater of life” to the Samaritan womaddhn 4:10-19.

Tt Foreshadowed in Ezekiel's Messianic vision ofrriflewing out from under the
temple threshold to the sea, healing the sea, endding perennial fruit trees
(Ezekiel 47:1-13.
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4. What remains unresolved or unsettled at thistoilvhat is left to accomplish or
decide?

... And they shalkign forever and ever(Revelation 22:5

T This represents the conclusion of all things,Hthepy ending “they lived happily
ever after”.

T Atthis point in the timeline of Revelation, diitigs are concluded and satisfied.
T All that remains undecided is. Will we* overcomehim by theblood of the Lamb
and by thevord of their testimonyand theydid not love their lives to the dedth

(12:11)?
T This “loose end” has been addressed all throughetbook. Were you listening?|
T All that remains is the final appeal and invitatiof revelation — and your responsr.

2 2

2. What grew in the city, and what did it providéZhere else is this symbol used
Scripture? How is it used here?

In the middle of its street, and on either sidéhefriver, washe tree of life which borg

twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit everyamth. Theleaves of the tree were for

the healingof the nations(Revelation 22:9

T “The tree of life” originally was located in the Garden of Ed&e(esis 2:9.

T Man was denied access to it after his fakifesis 3:22-2

T Substantial allusions in Messianic symbol of bduhtrees with fruit for food and
leaves for healingHzekiel 47:7, 11-1

T Incidentally, this symbol of life-giving is alspplied to wisdom, soul-winning,
realized hope, and“&holesome tongue{Proverbs 3:18; 11:30; 13:12; 15}
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5. Throughout this book multiple things and people are designatéaitafuil and true”.
What is the significance generally attached by this label, and howsiedthere?

A. “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These thingsheagenen,
the Faithful and True Witnessthe Beginning of the creation of God'3:14)

B. Now | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horsed@mcho sat on him was
called Faithful and True and in righteousness He judges and makes(d@rl1)

C. Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behbluake all things new’ And He said to
me, “Write, forthese words are_true and faithftil And He said to me, It is done!l

am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. | will give of the fountajn of

the water of life freely to him who thirstg21:5-6)
D. Then he said to meThese words are faithful and trug And the Lord God of the hol
prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things which must shortijeizke
(22:6)
) )

f .
8. What can we learn from John’s second attempioiship the angel? What does
this imply about the message, nature of angelsnanhde of God?
Now I, John, saw and heard these things. #hen | heard and sawl fell down to
worship before the feet of the angeho showed me these things. Then he said to|
“ See that you do not do thafor | am your fellow servantandof your brethren the
prophets and of thosevho keep the words of this booWorship God” (Rev. 22:8-9
T Indicates overwhelming power of this message .k ladsimilar reaction indicates
our lack of meditation, understanding, and imagameto appreciate similarly.

T Failure of this hero —twice — points to the genwanéhorship and divine revelatiof.

T Although emphasis is on the power of what Jiteard and saw’, it may also
indicate the power of the angel’s presence, easityaken for God. However,
emphasis seems to be placed on the power of theadgrand the message

provided, so John rashly worships the messengeaid®f the Author.

8, 2 + 9

6. What is said that indicates this book appliedvents close to the people of tifecéntury?
How can this be reconciled with parts of chapt@£22 which seem to refer to the end of the
world and eternity in heaven, events transpiring@gears later?

Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and.t And the Lord God of the holy prophet;

sent His angeo show His servants the things which must shotté#ke place Behold] am

coming_quickly Blessed is he who keeps the words of the propdfeitys book.” (Revelation

22:6-7)

T How can 2000 years later be in any way considésteartly” or “quickly” ?

Tt The chapters dRevelationdepict 3 times of judgment:

« Imminent judgment of churches to whom epistle wagten (1-3).
« Prolonged, incremental judgment of Roman capitabiee, and religion4-19).
« Sudden end of the world, judging the Devil andbalbple — living and dea@Q-22).

T Bulk of application would begin immediately anchyulete within a few generations.

1 __Remainder of application is buffered est time periodn the Bible — amillennium.
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9. Why was John told tbnot seal the words of the prophecy of this bddkh contrast,
what Old Testament prophet was instrudteseal up his prophecy? What reason w4
given to him? What was the object of fulfillment for his prophecy? Hoes this help
us interpret the book?

And he said to me Do not seal the words of the propheof/this bookfor the time is at

hand” (Revelation 22:10Q

T Indicates urgency and imminent time of application, fulfillment.

“But you, Daniel,shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the ;emdny

shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase. ... Go your way, Daniébefovords

are closed up and sealed till the time of the eriddany shall be purified, made white, an:
refined, but the wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall understatit b|
wise shall understand (Daniel 12:4-1Q also,8:26)

1 Applied to destruction of temple by Antiochus Epipha®e26) and Jerusalem, 600
years later;many days yet to comeDaniel 10:14; 12:1-3, 7, 11

»
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“Behold, | am coming quicklyBlessed is he who keeps the words of the prophéc

this book” (Revelation 22:7

7. How would onékeep the words of the prophecy of this bo®kiVhat does it
require of men?

Tt Do not forget them and become discourage@-{1; 11:1-10; 12:10-1).

T Remember them and draw comfort and hope from (7e®al7; 14:12-13; 21-2P

Tt Obey the commands to abstain from immorality agfilement (8:4-5. Do not be]
drawn into fellowship and compromise with recipgof judgment and desolatior]
(13:15-17; 14:7-12.

1 Follow the pattern of faithfulness, confession andurance demonstrated by goglly
saints who have gone before tighose faith follow’(Revelation 12:11; Hebrews
13:7).

o
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10.Why would God want thinjust” and“filthy” to continue in their sins? How cg
this be reconciled witB Peter 3:9and a God who wants everyone to repent an:
saved?

“He who is unjust, let hinbe unjust still he who is filthy, let hinbe filthy still; he who

is righteous, let hinbe righteous still he who is holy, let hirbe holy still” (Rv.22:11)

T God truly wants everyone to be sav@dPeter 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:4; James 1:183

T As a consequence, He is extremely patient givegyeopportunity 2 Peter 3:9.

T However, there comes a point where patience wilhelp (there is no remedy; 2
Chr. 36:26). At that point, only judgment remains, and iedenot be delayed!

“So do not pray for this peopleor lift up a cry or prayer for them; fdrwill not hear

them in the time that they crgut to Me because of their troublgJeremiah 11:14

T The only repentance possible for these peopleduoeilan insincere, incomplete
response, which God would acknowledge delayingrtégtable, prolonging evill(

be

Kings 21:18-29; 22:1, 8, 14-39
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“And behold,] am coming_quickly and My reward is with Me, to give to every one]

according to his work.”(Revelation 22:13

11. Almost 2000 years have passed since Jesusitefiramised to returrficoming
quickly”? Even if He returned today, how could that besaered‘quickly” ? Or,
is something else under consideration?

T Refers to His judgment on the churches and Rofhat was imminent.

Tt Jesus’return is often connected with judgmemtadions and peoples in time — fo
example, destruction of Jerusalem foretold by Jesus

Thenthe sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaveand then all the tribes of the

earth will mourn, and they wiee the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heave

with power and great gloryMatthew 24:30)

Jesus said to him, “It is as you said. Neverthelesay to you, hereaftgrou will see

the Son of Marsitting at the right hand of the Power, aogiming on the clouds of

[heaver.” (Matthew 26:64)
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14. What warning is attached to this book? Does it only apply to the book of fReela
Why or why not?

For | testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If aTdmn®)

these things, God will add to him the plagust are written in this book; and if anyone

takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his par| from

the Book of Life, from the holy cityand from the things which are written in this book.

(Revelation 22:18-19

T No, many other books have similar, but even broader warnibes: 4:2; 5:32; 12:32;
17:9-13; Pro. 4:26-27; Jos. 1:7; 23:6; Psa. 89:34; 1 Cor. 4:6; 2 Cor. 11:3-4; Gal. 16-
9; Heb. 7:12-14; 2 Pet. 3:16-18

There isa way that_seems right to a man, But its end is the way of dg&toverbs 14:12;

16:25; 12:15; 16:2; 28:2p

O LORD, | know thevay of man is_not in_himseifit is not in man who walks to direct hig

own steps(Jeremiah 10:23

jah 36-20)
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12.What contrast is again emphasized by Jesus? is\thig being repeated?

“And behold, | am coming quicklyand My reward is with Mep give to every one

according to his work | am the Alpha and the Omega, the BeginningteedEnd, the

First and the LastBlessed are those who do His commandmetitat they may havg

the right to the tree of life, and may enter thrbilge gates into the city. Botitside

are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and muetsrand_idolaters, and

whoever loves and practices a.ligRevelation 22:12-1%

Tt Judgment was imminent, so must prepare — not ignore

1t Judgment will be based on our works — not intestiéamily, wealth, status, etc.

Tt Jesus’judgment is unavoidable — nobody befordter Him offering alternatives.

T “Dogs” symbolize living like animals without moral restra{Deu. 23:17-13 and
rejecting God'’s teaching®6alms 22:16, 20; Philippians 3:2; 2 Peter 2:22
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He who testifies to these things say8ufely | am coming quickly Amen.Even so,

come, Lord Jesus The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with ydusmen.

(Revelation 22:20-2)

15.Why does Jesus remind one last titBeirely | am coming quickly? Lessons?

T For many reasons, we too easily forget even thet deeply impressed convictionfs
(Exodus 32:1-8; Matthew 13:20-22; 2 Timothy 2:36

T Vigilance, steadfastness, remembering the immioeigiment and blessings woulgl
help protect.

T Although*“quickly” is synonymous withat hand” in the context22:6-7, 11-12, it

is profitable to recall that it withlsobe quick in the sense of sudden and unexpgcted

(Matthew 24:42-25:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-4; 2 Pet8r10).
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“l, Jesus, have serily angelto testify to you these things in the churches. trarRoot

and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Stér And the Spiritandthe bride

say, “Come!” And lethim who hearssay, “Come!” And lethim who thirsts comeWhoeve!

desires, let him take the water of life freefRevelation 22:16-17

13. Why are the number, nature, and identity of the people inviting us especially
encouraging?

Tt Jesusis the Judg22(12; John 5:23, and He does not want anyone to be [2deéter
3:9; 1 Timothy 2:4).

1t The“Bright and Morning Star”indicates a new day and a clear direction.

Tt The angels also are invested in our salvation, wanting us to be baledl(14).

Tt The Spirit is the Revelator, Comfortdofin 14:16-18, 26; 16:}, and He also wants u:
to be saved.

Tt The Bride, consisting of all who have been saved before us, want us to be saved|

+

All who are good and honorable are pulling for us, wanting us to answer invitation
) ” A -

| T _Recoanize vour need? Are vithirsty” 2 Not for those content with presentw¢ |

72

17.Seven blessings are dispersed throughout tee I€iind them and record them
here.

Blessed is he who readsd thosavho hear the words of this prophecgndkeep

those thingswhich are written in it; for the time is nedt.:3)

Then | heard a voice from heaven saying to me, tdAtBlessed are the dead who dip

in the Lordfrom now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that theyag rest from their

labors, and their works follow thert (14:13)

“Behold, | am coming as a thidBlessed is he who watches, and keeps his garmerts

lest he walk naked and they see his shaifi&15)

Then he said to me, “WriteBlessed are those who are called to the marriagepaip

of the Lamh™ And he said to me, “These are the true saying$od.” (19:9)
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17.Seven blessings are dispersed throughout tee I&tind them and record them
here.

Blessed and holy is he who has part_in the first resction. Over suctthe second

death has no powembut they shall be priests of God and of Christ] ahall reign with

Him a thousand year$20:6)

“Behold, | am coming quicklyBlessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy

this book” (22:7)

“ Blessed are those who do His commandmettiat they majave the right to the

tree of life, and mayenter through the gates into the city(22:14)

T Blessings help us understand some of the mostrianidessons and application
the book ...

5

16. What is the overall lesson of this book? What arentbet important lessons you have learned from
study of this book? How will this affect your outloon life, decisions you make, and commitment tt
Christ?

T How does it apply to us, if it originally applied Christians of the first few centuries?

+ How do the stories of Noah, Abraham, the Israelivid, Solomon, Jesus, Peter, and John afsyr( 15:4; 1 Cor. 13:1-13?
+ Recognize underlying, general principles apply thiesimilar circumstancesE¢clesiastes 1:4-J1
Remember, hope, and focus on the victory and jayaivaits us if we are faithful.

T What are the great threats of our day? How wouly ¢tbenpare with the world empire of Rome, its
pagan emperor worship, and its sensual, corruptatapit
+ Atheism, humanism, —worship of man and mankind.

+ Miltant, radicalized Islam — persecuting Christiand Christianity
+ Communist Nations — opposed to Christianity
[ and T Campaigns — and even Christianity
Hollywood, News Media, Pornography —mocks Christiaand seduces the world into sin
+ Abortion Campaign — depraved, organized, murderinggeds of thousands of innocent babies
+ ... Mulitude of evil forces, but not yet mutually néircing and worldwide.

T Eliminates the fear of deathigb. 2:15; Rev. 12:1L Offers surpassing fear (hell) and hope (heaven).

5

16. What is the overall lesson of this book? What arentbet important lessons you have learned from
study of this book? How will this affect your outloon life, decisions you make, and commitment tc
Christ?

T Most complete description of the hope that inspire$o press on —heaven with Géteb. 6:19.

Shows God is just, righteous & active, although Hiieetable may be slower than our desiéét. 3:9.

T Emphasizes that so many “important” things aredwaaht, trivializing and eliminating our daily worrig

© Wealth Matthew 16:26)

Health
Earthly relationshipsatthew 10:21-43
Earthly fame, honor, and notoriety

+ Conveniences, luxuries, pleasures, sports, emtertait, distractions, vacations and gadgets .

+ Al that matters is our relationship with God arelding others to share the same!

Trivializes pursuits for dominance in relationshipslding grudges. So many arguments stop matte|

Raises our bar for mental toughness, determinatidfering — eliminating pity parties.

Scandalizes our resistance to moral restraintslésty, sexual purity, alcohol, drugs, etc.).

Emphasizes the value of God's family who truly aeéiim, truth, and thereby each other.
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