PSALMS                                                                                          Lesson 4

Psalm 51

Additional Text:

2 Samuel 12:1-15

Introduction


This Psalm is a perfect example of two types of psalms.  First, it is a historical psalm.  The title reveals that this psalm was composed following David’s sin with Bathsheba, and after Nathan had gone in to him and convicted him of his sin.  More  importantly than the historical nature of this psalm is its penitent nature.  We can look into David’s soul, and get a sense of what he was feeling at this troubling time in his life.  We also get a good pattern to follow when petitioning God for forgiveness of sin.

True Repentance

This psalm gives us an excellent picture of what true repentance is.  Sometimes a guilty conscience is mistaken for repentance.  Just saying “I’m sorry” is not repentance.  David’s example is a wonderful pattern for what is required of us when it comes to repentance.  If repentance is not sincere, it does not lead to forgiveness and is therefore useless.

David’s Example

I.  
Acknowledged God as all powerful


A.  
Recognized that mercy is necessary for forgiveness


B.
Recognized God’s ability to forgive sins


C.
Recognized need to submit to God’s power

II.
Confession

A.
David was willing to confess his transgressions to God, acknowledging that he had disobeyed God’s will (vs. 3)

III.
Asks for forgiveness


A.
Petition is made for God to hide his face from David’s sin. (vs. 7-9)

IV.
Asks for the strength to change heart and actions


A.
Asks for a clean heart (vs.10)


B.
Does not want to be counted with the unfaithful (vs. 11)

C.
Actions would change to be the kind of influence that he should be, if God would allow it.  (vs. 12-13)

V.
Praises God for his mercy in relieving his guilt.

A.
If God would forgive him, David says that he will sing praises to him, and spread his message with his lips.  (vs. 14-15)

VI.
Finally, David says that he will give God what he wants!


A.  
God did not want sacrifice or burnt offerings from David

B.
He wanted more than an outward sign,  He wanted a broken spirit, and a broken and contrite heart.


Conclusion


Repentance plays a very important role in our salvation today, as it has throughout the different time periods.  It is very important to remember that God will not be happy with an outward sign, or show, of repentance if it does not truly come from the heart.  It is also imperative that we do things the way God would have us to do them.  Too often in today’s religious world, we are given man’s ideas about how to gain forgiveness from God.  Unless we follow his plan, forgiveness cannot be attained.

Questions

1.  In verse 4, David says that he sinned against God only.  Why does he say this when he had committed sin against Bathsheba and Uriah?

2.  David calls upon God’s mercy for forgiveness.  What would be David’s answer if justice were the only consideration?

3.  Does verse 5 introduce the idea of inherited sin?

4.  Why does David say that God did not desire sacrifice?  (vs. 16)

5.  What outward changes did David say would be reflective of an inner change?

