PSALMS                                                                                         Lesson 13

Psalm 78

Introduction


This psalm gives us a great condensed history of the Israelites and their relationship with God.  It gives us insight into many of the characteristics of God that we have discussed throughout this study of Psalms.  It also gives us insight into many characteristics of man, and his reaction to God.  This is important to us today because we can and do make the same mistakes as those made by the Israelites.  

The Word is Given

I.
God gave verbal direction to the Israelites (vs. 1-8)


A.
God gave it to the fathers


B.
The fathers gave it to their children


C.
Should have insured that it was never forgotten

D.
Should have avoided repetition of the rebellion against God that had happened in times past.

Characteristics of God

I.
All Powerful


A.
Signs done in Egypt. (vs. 12-16)


B.
Plagues done to Egypt, and the deliverance of His people (vs. 42-55)

II.
Provider


A.
Water (vs. 20)


B.
Manna (vs.  23-25)


C.
Meat (vs. 26-29)

III.
Anger at the unfaithful


A.
Furious at the Israelites for doubting Him.  (vs. 21)


B.
Focused anger on the Egyptians.  (vs. 50)

C.
Furious over the idols and carved images brought in by the Israelites. (vs. 58-64)

D.
Punished the wrongdoer. (vs. 30-31)                                                                                                  

IV.
Compassion, Long Suffering

A.
Even when unfaithful, God realized they were “only human” and turned the full force of his anger from them. (vs. 38-39)

Characteristics of Man
I.
Rebellious


A.
Did not teach God’s words as they had been instructed to do.  (vs. 5-11)


B.
Rebellious in the Wilderness--Doubting God.  (vs. 17-20)

II.
Forgetful

A.
Only when they were in dire straits did they remember God was there for them.  (vs. 34-35)

III.
Hard Headed


A.
Sinned in spite of all that God did for them.  (vs. 17, 32, 56-58)

Conclusion


We can read this psalm, and realize that the characteristics of man are still going strong in the world today.  Too often we fail to follow the will of God because we are too hard headed to accept what He has given us to do.  It is comforting to know that God will accept us back into His fold if we return to his will.  This is one of the great characteristics of God.  But, on the other hand, it should be frightening to know that our sins have the ability to provoke God, and instill his wrath upon us.  We know that God hasn’t changed over the centuries, and it doesn’t take much study to realize that man hasn’t changed that much either!

Questions

1.  Do parents today have the same responsibilities as those described in verses 5-8?  Explain.

2. How do some people today compare with those mentioned in verses 34-37?

3.  Many people today say things like, “If I had lived during the time of Jesus, and saw the miracles that he performed I would believe.”  What does this psalm say about those who had witnessed the power of God firsthand?

