PSALMS                                                                                         Lesson 11

Psalm 119

Introduction


For obvious reasons, it is impossible to cover Psalm 119 on a verse by verse basis in one class period.  We will try to look at some of the important points found in this psalm, and some of the lessons that can be learned from it.  This Psalm is the  most well known of the “alphabetic psalms”.  There are  twenty-two sections, each with eight verses, in the psalm.  Each section is characterized by a different Hebrew letter.  In each section, the next Hebrew letter begins each verse.

The General Theme


It doesn’t take much reading to pick out a theme in this psalm.  Just reading the first verse of every new section will let you see this theme.  The psalmist covers many of the aspects of the importance of the word of God.  Let’s take a closer look at some of the great things accomplished through the word of God.

The Word of God

I.
Differentiates the righteous from the wicked (vs. 1)


A.
Those who walk in the law of the Lord are undefiled


B.
Following God’s word keeps one from iniquity. (vs. 3)

II.
Cleanses those who seek its commands


A.
Take heed to the word of God (vs. 9)


B.
Takes commitment (vs. 10)

III.
Offers strength



A.
Can revive from the turmoil of the world.  (vs. 25ff)


B.
Can strengthen in the things of God  (vs. 28)

IV.
Teaches


A.
It’s the only way man can know what God expects of him.  (vs. 33)


B.
Lets us know what to do and what not to do.

V.
The Promises of Salvation


A.
Salvation is made available according to the word of God (vs. 41)


B.
Promises are conditional:  Must obey! (vs. 44)

VI.
Provides hope


A.  
Because God has promised in his word, we have reason to hope.  (vs. 49)

B.
Fulfillment of past promises provides hope of  fulfillment of new promises (vs. 52).

VII.
Demands commitment


A.
Whole hearted commitment.  (vs. 57-58)


B.
God’s way instead of our own.  (vs. 59)

VIII.
Is Eternal (vs. 89ff)


A.
God’s word lasts forever


B.
God’s promises last forever

IX.
Offers Guidance


A.
Lights the right path (vs. 105)

B.
Again, it takes commitment and dedication to remain in the path.  (vs. 106)

Man’s Attitude Toward God’s Words

I.
Whole hearted commitment


A.
Verses 10, 34, 44, 57-58

II.
True love of God’s word


A.
Verses 23-24, 40, 48, 70-72, 77, 113, 119, 127, 127, 159, 163, 165, 167

III.
Hate what God Hates


A. 
Verses 104, 113, 128, 163

Conclusion


Psalm 119 covers so many aspects of the Word of God and how it affects us, it is impossible to cover in such a short period of time.  Hopefully, we have been able to look at many of the high points of the psalm in such a way as to be beneficial.  We have responsibilities because God has revealed himself to us, and this psalm covers many of  these responsibilities and expectations.  God reveals himself to us, gives us conditions, and offers us salvation if we meet his conditions.  All of this adds up to a hope that we can trust in!

Questions

1.  What does it mean to walk in the law of the Lord?  Compare with the discussion in the book of 1st John, which talks about walking in the light vs. walking in darkness.

2.  What are some of the many benefits the psalmist mentions for loving God’s law?

3.  What are some of the signs that one loves the law of God?

4.  In Verses 49-56, the psalmist discusses how the remembrance of times past gives hope for the future.  How does this principle apply to us as Christians today?

5.  Discuss the eternal nature of the word of God.

