PSALMS                                                                                         Lesson 10

Psalm 22

Additional Text:  Matt. 27, John 19

Introduction


“My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”  This one line may elicit more emotion than any other line in the Bible--especially to the Christian, who can recognize and appreciate the messianic nature of this psalm.  Jesus, by quoting this line as he hung on the cross, brings to mind the prophesies made in this psalm.  That is why this quote is used many times to prepare our minds for the Lord’s supper.  With the reading of this line, we can call to remembrance the pain and suffering that Christ had to go through, and eventually his death on the cross.

Suffering Nature

I.
Separated from God (vs. 1-2)


A.
Separation from God = Death


B.
God had to allow Christ to die

II.
Lowliness of Christ…Looked down upon by the people (vs. 6-8)


A.
Would suffer tremendous persecution


B.
Verbal persecution

III.
Physical Persecutions (vs. 12-18)


A.
The physical persecutions would be horrendous. 


B.
Poetic, yet very detailed descriptions of what would happen to Messiah.


Praise God

I.
God is there for his nation (vs.3-5)


A.
Was trusted in by the Israelites


B.
Delivered them from trials


C.
They were not ashamed of God

II.
God is there for the individual, even when great trials are present (vs. 9-11)


A.
God was with him from birth on


B.
Even in times of trouble God was not far from him

Prayer for Deliverance

I.
Call for help from God and deliverance from the situation


A.
See Matt. 26:36-46


B.
Asks God to spare his life

The Answer

I.
The answer comes back “No”, and He still must sacrifice himself

A.
Even though the answer was not what He wanted, He still continues to praise God!

B.
Not only does He praise God, he calls on others to praise God.

C.
Prophesies as to the nature of the coming kingdom--all nations and families would worship him.

D.
A posterity would serve him, and recount Him to the next generation

Conclusion


As with so many of the Psalms, we are able to see the feelings of a man behind a particular event.  In this instance, we are able to see the human side of Christ, and how he felt about the suffering and death that he would have to withstand.  The most amazing thing is the prophetic nature of this psalm, and the detail in which the suffering and death of the Messiah are described.  

Questions

1.  Describe any pattern you may see in the layout of this psalm.

2.  Discuss the difference between the Deity and the humanity of the Messiah.

3.  Compare the descriptions found in this psalm with the historical accounts of the persecutions of the Messiah found in the New Testament.

4.  Discuss the nature of the kingdom described in vss.  25-31, as compared to the kingdom that was intact at the time of the writing of the psalm.

